
October Fire at the Tall-grass Prairie Preserve
by Donna Danyluk

Fueled by very strong south winds, a fire in the Stuartburn-
Tolstoi-Gardenton area burned about 3.5 square miles of 
the south block of the Tall-grass Prairie Preserve and 

about 3 square miles of private property, from October 6 to 8. 

While it is still under investigation, arson is suspected, as  
there were no prescribed fires at the time, and no-one was 
burning stubble from crop land. A few weeks before this 
outbreak, someone had started a small fire somewhere near 
the south property line of the Preserve. Since then, a number 
of small grass fires had been lit in the Gardenton area and the 
local fire department and RCMP had been called out a number 
of times. Another fire was burning on October 5 (and contin-
ued to burn over a number of days) in the Rat River Swamp 
area to the north of the Preserve. Also about the same time, 
much media attention was given to a large fire that burned 
through the Caliento swamp (about 20 km east of the  
Preserve) north to Sandilands and nearly to Marchand.

Some of the affected sections of Preserve property may have 
been due for a prescribed burn in the near future as part of 
regular management, but what will be the overall impact of 
this large fire on the prairie ecosystem? According to Christie 
Borkowsky, biologist with the Preserve, “It’s sort of a mix in my 
opinion. Having a fire burn through the southern part of the 
Prairie Shore Trail will likely be beneficial as the area was 
really filling in with aspen saplings. Some of the older saplings 
are now small trees and the willow shrubs were also expanding 

in area and height, shading out the prairie species. However, 
this south block fire also hit some of the best known sites of the 
Poweshiek Skipperling and the species appears to be in a 
decline over the last few years (not only at the Preserve but 
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President’s Corner
by Roger Turenne

A bold new initiative for  
Nature Manitoba

Every once in a while one encounters an individual who 
renews one’s faith in human nature. Last fall Nature 
Manitoba was approached by a 92-year-old gentleman 

who, as the saying goes, wants to “leave a legacy”, quite 
understandable given his age. Except that in his case he 
wants to do more than that. He and his wife are starting a 
whole new chapter in their lives by launching a fund dedicated to halting, and possibly 
reversing, the decline of songbirds in Manitoba.

In addition to putting up the money for the creation of this fund, they personally want to 
take the lead in carrying out the groundwork that will be required. They needed a partner 
to create and help manage the fund, to provide it with charitable status for tax purposes, 
and to provide support and advice. They thought Nature Manitoba would be an ideal 
partner. We thought so too.

We consulted with the Winnipeg Foundation, established a working group made up of key 
board members (Christian Artuso, Sean Worden, Don Himbeault) and other members 
knowledgeable about conservation and birding issues (Marilyn Latta, Rudolf Koes), 
drafted terms of reference for the fund, and had meetings with Guent and Elva Salzmann 
– the benefactors of the fund – to iron out the details. By December the Manitoba Bluebird 
Fund was established with an initial capital contribution of close to $100,000. We 
understand that even greater amounts may be contributed to the fund in the near future, 
so we are talking about a very significant undertaking.

The Manitoba Bluebird Fund (MBF) is an endowment fund 
to be managed by the Winnipeg Foundation for Nature 
Manitoba. The principal of the fund will remain intact and 
only the interest will be spent.

The primary goal of the MBF is to arrest the decline of 
songbirds in Manitoba in any of the following ways: creating, 
maintaining or improving songbird habitat, in a manner 
consistent with the maintenance of native ecosystems, 
primarily by planting trees, shrubs and forbs in appropriate areas; supporting avian 
monitoring projects and/or research associated with songbirds and their habitats; support-
ing landowners who wish to create or improve songbird habitat on their properties; and 
supporting promotional and educational efforts aimed at increasing public awareness 
about songbirds and their habitats. Recommendations regarding the use of the fund will 
be made by a steering committee that will include Guent Salzmann or his designate, and 
will be submitted for approval to the Nature Manitoba Board. 

So we are launched on a bold new initiative, one that certainly will heighten the profile of 
Nature Manitoba. And to Guent and Elva Salzmann, I say thank you for this wonderful 
Christmas present “for the birds.” You are an inspiration to all of us.

Read about another legacy left by a Nature Manitoba member in the article about the 
Brokenhead Wetlands on pages 8-9.

What’s with the Victoria Beach cabin?
On a less happy note, it’s been almost a year since the decision was made to divest 
ourselves of the Victoria Beach cabin and we haven’t yet been able to put it up for sale. 
Why? We discovered there was a caveat on the property to the effect that if the Society 
were to dissolve, the property would revert to the town of Victoria Beach. This caveat was 
put there by a corporation which has since been dissolved and for which all the directors 
have died, leaving no one to discharge the caveat. And presumably no one to enforce it 
either, even if it were enforceable, which it most likely would not be because we are not 
dissolving. But who would buy a property with a caveat on it?

The situation is surreal and our treasurer, Sean Warden, has been trying for months to 
extricate us from this imbroglio. To be continued…
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Earl Palansky
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Welcome New Members!
October 15th - December 14th, 2011:

Yves Brunel
Phil & Vera Froese

Shannon Healy
Loretta Humeniuk

Ricardo Ibarra
Dale Laird

Susan Mitchell
Guent & Elva Salzmann

Dana & Cynthia Trenaman

“Not at all 
outdoorsy” 
is one way 

Martin described his urban upbringing 
in Winnipeg. Yet from a young age, 
Martin was always interested in 
wildlife. He remembers being inspired 
by some of the earliest African wildlife 
documentaries on television. He read 
books like “Call of the Wild” and 
enjoyed the occasional family trip to 
Clear Lake, and one trip to Banff.

Writing was something Martin always 
enjoyed doing. After he got a degree in 
English Literature and worked various 
jobs, his interests led him into journal-
ism. He began by doing freelance radio 
work, including at CBC, and even had 
his own public television show for 4 
years called Peace Talk, exploring topics 
of peace and justice. 
He then focussed 
more on print and 
remains an active 
freelance journalist 
today. His articles 
are published in a 
number of newspapers, including the 
Winnipeg Free Press, The Jewish Post & 
News and occasionally The Globe & 
Mail, among others (and, yes, Nature 
Manitoba News – see page 18). He has 
written many articles about the wilder-
ness of Canada, including articles on 
the late Dr. Pruitt and his research in 
the taiga, someone who became an 

inspiring friend of 
Martin’s. Even so, 

Martin’s journalistic focus is 
not nature, but “human interest”, and 
this allows him to explore many other 
topics as well.

He joined the MNS over 20 years ago, 
and has taken advantage of all that it 
has to offer – from the hikes and canoe 
trips to the winter workshops and 
presentations. His interest in the 
wilderness of Canada has stayed strong 
throughout his life, and he’s learned a 
lot from the people and programs of 
Nature Manitoba. “Nature Manitoba has 
helped me appreciate Canada’s natural 
environment that much more”. He’s 
also a volunteer and advocate of the 
Manitoba Museum, “a world-class 
facility and incredible resource.”

His love for the north 
is especially strong. 
He has travelled to 
Baffin Island with 
other members on a 
two-week trek 

through Auyuittuq National Park, and 
has twice visited Churchill on learning 
vacations at the Churchill Northern 
Studies Centre. A recent trip took him 
clear-bottom kayaking with beluga 
whales. He was enthralled to see how 
unthreatened the beluga whales 
behaved, following their curiosity and 
swimming right beside and under the 
kayaks – an extraordinary experience!

MARTIN 
ZEILIG

Call for  
NoMiNatioNs:  

Nature Manitoba board
Nominations are invited for positions 
on the Nature Manitoba board, to be 
elected at the AGM March 19, 2012. 
Any two members of the Society 
may submit nominations for any 
position by delivering to the Nature 
Manitoba office a nomination paper 
signed by at least two members of 
the Society (other than the proposed 
nominee) and the consent in writing 
from the nominee. Nominations shall 
close at noon on the business day 
prior to the date of the Annual 
General Meeting.

Positions open for nominations are 
 » President (1-year term)
 » Executive Vice President (1-year)
 » Vice President (1-year)
 » Secretary (1-year)
 » Treasurer (1-year)
 » Directors (3-year terms)

Nature Manitoba’s 

spring 2012  
Giant Garage sale

Nature Manitoba will be holding 
its next GIANT garage sale on 

Saturday, April 28th, 2012.  

Volunteers needed!  
Contact the office at 943-9029.

“Nature Manitoba has 
helped me appreciate 

Canada’s natural environment 
that much more”
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across most of its range) so 
how this large scale fire will 
impact this species is question-
able. There was a spring fire 
on (one of the Preserve) 
properties and yet the skip-
perlings were found there in 
the summer…

…I think there will need to be 
a lot of follow-up on the 
effects of this fire. I suspect 
the Small White Lady’s-
slippers will do okay, as they 
were dormant at the time of 
the fire, and the removal of 
the litter layer will allow the 
soils to warm faster in the 
spring and may lead to more flowering stems (just a guess) 
and maybe a slightly earlier bloom period.” (The usual bloom 

time for this species is late 
May/early June.)  

On the other hand, Christie 
added that she is concerned 
about the effects of the fire 
on the Leafy Spurge that is 
found in several areas in the 
south block of the preserve, 
as the growth of this invasive 
species seems to be spurred 
following a fire. 

Keep this in mind when 
Nature Manitoba advertises 
its annual “spurge purge” 
field trip (usually held in late 
June). We may need more 
help pulling the spurge, but 
it will be also be a good year 

to see firsthand the beneficial effects of the fire on the native 
flowering plants at the Preserve.

The intense spring storms 
and unprecedented 
flooding that devastated 

many properties around Lake 
Manitoba had a similar impact 
on the University of Manitoba’s 
Delta Marsh Field Station. The 
site has been seriously affected 
and many of the buildings were 
significantly damaged or 
destroyed.

For the last number of months, considerable work has been 
done by the University of Manitoba to salvage research materi-
als and equipment and to assess the Station’s viability. It has 
been determined that rebuilding even part of the Station would 
be very expensive and, most likely, futile given the expectation 
of similar weather events and damage in the future. The 
University was also informed that effective January 1, 2012, 
the Field Station site will no longer be eligible for property 
insurance of any sort given the flood-prone nature of the area. 

The University of Manitoba has concluded, reluctantly and  
in spite of all efforts, that the Field Station cannot be rebuilt. 
While the University has been investigating options for the 
Station, salvage operations were ongoing and they are  
working with the province to ensure that the site is returned  
to an environmentally safe condition. The University will 
explore options for the establishment of a dedicated legacy 

fund to support field work and 
teaching and research at other 
field work sites. 

“I count myself among those 
who love the field station, and 
among those who undertook 
the difficult work to maintain 
it,” said Mark Whitmore, Dean 
of Science at the U of M. 
Whitmore said the University is 
confident it will still be able to 

support ongoing fieldwork, despite the closure: “Our commit-
ment to this work remain strong.” But, he added “…a small 
amount of research and teaching may not be transferable to 
other sites.” 

James Hare, Associate Head of Biological Sciences at the U of 
M said the closure “will have a negative impact on the research 
of (those) who study the marsh ecosystem or the birds that live 
on the beach ridge”. He said the closure of the station does not 
prevent continued research, but it does remove accommoda-
tions for researchers and students as well as the close logistical 
support the facility provided. 

The RM of Portage la Prairie is also concerned about the 
closure. Reeve Kam Blight said the station has been a staple in 
the community, and that there is a possibility that the RM will 
use the land for something else.

Lake Manitoba flooding delivers death blow to Delta Marsh Field Station
(excerpts from the University of Manitoba website (Nov. 25, 2011) and The Manitoban (Dec. 7, 2011))

Nature in the News. . .

October Fire at the Tall-grass Prairie Preserve

(...continued from page 1)

Shaded area shows sections that burned October 6-8.  
Stuartburn is about 2.5 km north of the northern 

extent of the fire. The star marks the location of the 
Prairie Shore Interpretive Trail on Hwy 209.

( more Nature in the News on page 19...)
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Farewell to Edith                               
by Marilyn Latta

Edith Williams passed away on November 25, 2011. An 
active member of Nature Manitoba for over forty 
years, she left many friends who will hold her fondly 

in their memory.  

Edith’s love of nature started in Saskatch-
ewan where she grew up. She maintained 
her membership and participation in 
Nature Saskatchewan long after moving to 
Manitoba. She had a keen interest in 
learning about nature, although learning 
the names of everything didn’t necessarily 
matter to her. Rather, Edith loved experi-
encing nature and the camaraderie of 
being out there with her fellow naturalists.

In her career Edith was the Administrative 
Assistant to the Dean at the University of 
Manitoba’s Faculty of Dentistry. After 28 
years in this position, she was inducted as 
an Honorary Fellow of the International 
College of Dentistry. As competent as she 
was in her career, Edith brought these same capabilities to 
Nature Manitoba, serving first as Secretary, then as Presi-
dent of the organization in 1983, and later as a mentor to 
other presidents. It was through Edith’s efforts that Nature 
Manitoba found a home for the indoor programs at the 
Basic Medical Sciences Building for a number of years.

Edith was the consummate volunteer and a number of other 
organizations benefited from her dedication and strong 
leadership skills as well as her hospitality. Through her 
church and community involvement she established a wide 
range of friends, all of whom she greatly valued. She 
especially loved her outings with the Grey Hares which led 
to many skiing, canoeing, hiking and biking trips. There 

were two things you could always be sure 
of. One was that whatever was going on, 
Edith would be in the middle of it. The 
other was that she would never fail to 
remind you when it was time for the 
afternoon libation.

Until the last few years Edith was active 
and fit, loved and appreciated the arts and 
was an avid traveler. Her adventures took 
her to many places in the world and she 
was always game to try anything new 
whether it was windsurfing, a hot air 
balloon ride over the plains of Africa or 
having a snake draped around her neck. 
She wanted to experience it all. To others, 
less adventurous (and often much 
younger) than herself, she was known to 

say “Don’t be such an old fuddy-duddy!”

For those of us who had the pleasure and privilege of 
knowing Edith, she will always be remembered for her 
boundless enthusiasm for life, her generosity of spirit and 
her engaging smile. Here’s thinking of you Edie!

Remembering Maxine
by Roger Turenne

It was clear that she was in acute pain, no matter how 
much she tried to disguise it. But a pre-surgery arthritic 
hip would not prevent her from hiking up to the top of a 

ridge in southern Utah to enjoy the magnifi-
cent view. That’s how I remember 
Maxine—absolutely determined to 
live every moment, refusing to let 
pain spoil her fun. 

Once, on a houseboat trip  
on Lake Powell with a small 
group of Grey Hares, she  
had ample opportunity to  
demonstrate her lust for life 
and indomitable spirit. For 
example, in spite of the fact that 
she had never done anything like 
this before, she insisted on taking the 
controls of the houseboat and navigated 
the 10-ton behemoth through the narrow 
passages of a canyon. 

On other trips I have had the pleasure of sharing with her, 
she would not hesitate for an instant in tackling the rough-
est backcountry trail on her mountain bike or pedaling a 
kilometre-long steep slope on the Natchez Trace in Missis-

sippi in 30° weather with extreme humidity. And then fixing 
supper for her Nature Manitoba friends.

Maxine was no stranger to adversity.  She survived her 
husband Manly and her daughter Wendy. She had to 
overcome physical challenges. But her positive spirit always 
prevailed. Her home on Mathers Avenue was hospitality 

central for her extended family and friends, in 
particular the Grey Hares. She shared 

that home with her partner of more 
than a decade, Harvey Fairman, 

whom she met—guess where—
on a Nature Manitoba outing.

Maxine was a fiercely inde-
pendent woman, passionate 
about, well, everything. She 
was very direct and had a low 

threshold for pomposity. She 
paid us all the compliment of 

trusting us with who she was, with 
no apologies. As her rabbi stated at 

her funeral, there was a refreshing clarity 
in her discourse – she was like a bell. A bell that 

will resonate for a very long time.

Maxine Geller was a force of nature, a force that was 
silenced on November 14 when she died suddenly, four days 
after celebrating her 80th birthday. Nature Manitoba grieves 
the loss of a long-time very active member and friend. 

Maxine Geller 
1931 - 2011 

with Harvey fairman.

Edith Williams 
1925 - 2011
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Encounters of the       Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

Dragonflies do bite!
by Barry Konzelman

There are many superstitions about dragonflies: 
they can sew your mouth closed with their 
“darning needle” tails; they represent 

courage and strength; they have ominous 
names such as “ear cutters”; and they can 
bite. I have been bitten a number of times, 
but you have to capture a dragonfly and 
hold its head near some soft skin first. 
They are revered in some places, and in 
some parts of the world the appearance of 
dragonflies is welcomed as it indicates the 
beginning of the rainy season. Some 
people eat them.

The odonates get their name from their 
powerful jaws with which they crush and 
consume smaller insects while flying. They are 
the largest flying insect predator, and supremely 
adapted to seeing, catching and eating prey in the air.

During my first biting encounter, I had captured a Shadow 
Darner (one of those “darning needle” types) and held it with 
the wings folded back for side photographs. I placed it on my 
finger for a top photo. I felt an unusual pain. The darner took 
three bites and removed a piece of skin, which was not 
consumed. No blood was drawn, but the strength of the bite 
was quite noticeable, about the same as that of a garter snake.

In another case, I found a Variable Darner caught in a spider 
web. These larger dragonflies are usually able to escape webs 

by flapping their powerful wings, but this one was trapped. 
With some difficulty, I held the struggling insect and tried to 
remove the sticky webbing from its wings. After a few minutes 

of this it bit me with some force.

In a third case, I was picking up injured Variable 
and Canada Darners along the highway near our 

cottage. Many dragonflies like to hunt low 
over smaller open spaces such as roadways, 
and get hit by passing vehicles. I collected a 
dozen of them and was carrying them 
home in my hand when I was bitten again. 
The biting dragonfly had a crushed thorax 
and abdomen, but it still had the strength 
to bite, hours after being severely injured.  

Once I accidentally knocked the head off a 
Zigzag Darner with a swift swing of my net, 

and the disembodied head continued to chew 
some prey for several minutes. The body lived 

for four days at room temperature with no food 
or water. It was able to right itself when placed 
upside down for the first two days, and flew 

aimlessly on occasion.

I have yet to experience the bite of a Dragonhunter, our largest 
dragonfly and the only one which exclusively hunts other 
odonates. Fortunately, dragonflies are interested only in 
flying insects and are usually trying to get away from us, as we 
are probably perceived as a threat. I once observed Chalk-
fronted Corporals nabbing deer flies which were flying around 
my head. I would love to encourage this action by dragonflies. 
Any advice on training would be welcome.  

Call for nominations: Awards

Nominations are invited for the following Nature 
Manitoba awards to be presented at the AGM on 
March 19, 2012. Please submit your nominations or 

suggestions to the office before January 31, 2012.

The Ernest Thompson Seton Medal
The award is presented to a distinguished naturalist in 
recognition of enthusiastic commitment to an outstanding 
achievement in the study of Manitoba’s natural history. Like 
Seton, the recipient’s carefully recorded observations of 
nature stimulated the interest and cooperation of others and 
shared all acquired knowledge.

The Ralph Bird Award
The award is presented for outstanding contribution in the 
area of natural history in Western Canada. The nominee need 
not be a member of the Society or a Canadian citizen. The 
objectives are to recognize excellence in the area of natural 
history in Western Canada but preference may be given to 
nominations relating to contributions in Manitoba.

Service Awards
The awards are presented to the recipients who shall be 
judged to have made significant contributions to the Society 
in areas outside of natural history such as the following:

a) long and faithful service;

b) exceptional organization or leadership skills;

c) innovations in procedures, organization or publicity for the 
society; leading, teaching or assisting with Society sponsored 
indoor and outdoor events;

d) recruitment activities;

e) office or newsletter duties;

f) such other Society related contributions within the spirit of 
the intent of this award.

Prairie Crocus Award
The award is presented by the Society for outstanding service 
in preserving a part of Manitoba in its natural state.

Perhaps this darner 
has sewn Barry’s 

eyes shut, according 
to the legend!
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Black Tern Summer 
by Linda Boys

(reprinted from the Summer/Fall 2011 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

Black Terns have always been of 
great interest to me. Their sleek 
appearance, watching them darting 

across the water, hovering, and their 
aggressive behaviour when nesting are 
fascinating. Photographing them in flight 
is a challenge I’m always up for, and the 
terns are occasionally obliging. 

This year on June 10, when I stopped at 
my favourite tern spot on Road 77N, 
about 10 miles south of Minnedosa, I 
noticed several terns nesting in the reeds 

near the road. As the terns changed 
sitting duties, I noticed a nest containing 
two eggs, mottled brown and black. On 
June 26, a tern was still on the nest but 
may have had nestlings under her, 
judging from how she sat.

On July 3, I found fairly big, downy 
chicks, camouflaged in the reeds with 
their mottled brown and black colouring, 
similar to the eggs from which they’d 
hatched. Camouflage in the bird world 
always amazes me. I would not have 
seen them if the parent wasn’t there. At 
this stage one parent was always sitting 
with the young but two days later the 
young were deemed big enough to sit  
on their own.

By July 15, the chicks had changed  
quite a bit. They were growing feathers, 
grey and white in colour. The parents 
seemed to be feeding them leeches. I 
never got out of the car and found the 
terns were agitated when I first drove up 
but soon forgot I was there and went 
about their duties.

By August 1, the terns had fledged but 
were still being fed by the parents. The 
immature terns were a fuzzy grey and 
white. This is the first year I have noticed 
a nest so close to the road and I won-
dered if the unusually high water had 
something to do with their choice of site. 
Regardless, it allowed me the pleasure of 
watching the terns grow all summer.

A Skink in the Sun
by Ardythe McMaster

The Northern Prairie Skink, 
Manitoba’s only lizard, occurs in 
Manitoba only in the sandy soils of 

the Upper Assiniboine Delta in the 
southwestern portion of the province. It 
is listed as an endangered species in 
Canada. The main factor limiting its 
distribution is soil type, as only sandy 
soils permit the skink to burrow, for 
nesting and for over-wintering. 

Where we live, southwest of Portage la 
Prairie, our sandy soils mean that skinks 
are relatively common. I frequently see 
them in my garden, or zipping across  
the yard. One unfortunate individual 
climbed into my empty watering can  
and perished there, apparently unable  
to get out.

We found this one sunbathing one hot 
June morning on a neighbour’s fence 
post. It was relaxed enough that I had 
time to rush and bring Allison Krause 
Danielsen, a University of Manitoba 
Master’s student, who luckily happened 
to be on our property on that day, one of 
her regular bi-weekly visits to study 
skinks. Allison took the photo. The skink 
went on sunbathing!
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Brokenhead Wetland  
Trail Announced

(compiled from the NOCI website and a 
Manitoba government press release)

On October 24, Premier Greg Selinger announced a 
new $1-million interpretive trail and boardwalk next 
to the Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve that 

will create a means for all people to 
experience the remarkable beauty 
and diversity of this unique area. 
“This new resource will allow the 
public to safely visit the area 
without causing damage to the 
fragile native plants and their 
habitat,” said Selinger. “I especially want to thank our 
partners, Debwendon Inc. and Eugene Reimer, for their 
support in making this new trail possible.”

The announcement is the culmination of a co-operative 
effort between the Brokenhead Ojibway Nation, Native 
Orchid Conservation Inc. (NOCI) and the Province of 
Manitoba spanning a number of years. In 2007, a non-profit 
organization, Debwendon Inc., was formed to promote and 
preserve the Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve, raise 
public awareness of the historic cultural connection 
between the Brokenhead Ojibway Nation and the wetland 

and, over the long term, construct and maintain a board-
walk and interpretive trail adjacent to the Brokenhead 
Wetland Ecological Reserve. “The word ‘debwendon’ means 
‘trust’ in Ojibway,” said Carl Smith, chair of Debwendon. “It 
has been more than 10 years since we started to work to 
protect the Brokenhead wetlands. We are overwhelmed by 
Eugene’s generous donation and excited to see work on the 
trail begin.”

Eugene Reimer (see obituary on next page), a long-time 
naturalist and board member of Native Orchid Conservation 
Inc., donated $600,000 to the Winnipeg Foundation to 
establish the Eugene Reimer Environment Fund. The fund 
will provide an annual grant to Debwendon to maintain the 
Brokenhead Wetland Interpretive Trail. “It brings me great 
joy and satisfaction to make a contribution towards protect-
ing these wetlands where I spent so many happy hours 
enjoying and learning about nature,” said Reimer.

At the announcement ceremony, NOCI president Doris 
Ames, provided a brief history of the project and acknowl-
edged the many individuals whose dedication and commit-

ment over the years contributed to 
this goal. The following is an excerpt 
from her speech.

“Some of us have been working on 
protecting this wetland since 1998. 
The first people to have the vision to 
lobby for the protection of this 

wetland were the late Bud Ewacha, the founder and first 
president of Native Orchid Conservation, Elder Lawrence 

From left to right: Greg Dewar (MLA for Selkirk), Premier Greg 
Selinger, Rick Frost (CEO of The Winnipeg Foundation), and 
Doris Ames (NOCI President) at the Oct. 24 announcement 
of the Brokenhead Wetland Interpretive Trail.

The Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve was established 
in 2004. The 563-hectare parcel of land is located along PTH 
59 northeast of the Brokenhead Ojibway First Nation and 
features 23 species of provincially rare and uncommon plants, 
28 of Manitoba’s 36 native orchid species and eight of 
Manitoba’s 10 species of carnivorous plants. The Brokenhead 
wetland is a calcareous fen, a wetland type considered rare in 
North America. Groundwater and surface water movement is a 
common characteristic of fens and can be observed in the 
surrounding rare Eastern White Cedar forest and at the forest/
fen interface.

The arrow shows the location of the Interpretive Trail. 
Construction will begin in 2012 and take approximately two 
years to complete.
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“Eugene Reimer donated 
$600,000 to the Winnipeg 

Foundation to establish the Eugene 
Reimer Environment Fund.”

interpretive trail
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Smith from the Brokenhead Ojibway 
Nation, the late Mike Waldram, 
general manager of the Manitoba 
Model Forest and Dr. Karen 
Johnson, former curator of the 
herbarium at the Manitoba 
Museum. Peggy Bainard Acheson, 
Councillor Paul Chief, Carl Smith, 
John Neufeld, Richard Reeves, 
myself and others worked hard to 
complete a plant inventory of the 
area and to formulate an acceptable 
proposal to have part of the 
Brokenhead Wetlands declared an 
ecological reserve.

We benefited from the help and 
guidance of Manitoba Conserva- 
tion staff throughout, especially  
Helios Hernandez and Kelly-Anne 
Richmond and from the wonderful 
cooperation and assistance of the 
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation. They 
shared their vast knowledge of the 
wetland with us and we learned so 
much from them.

We were delighted when in 2005 
Premier Gary Doer and former 
Conservation Minister Stan 
Struthers announced the creation of the 563-hectare 
Brokenhead Wetland Ecological Reserve and then actually 
went for a walk in the bog with us that day. Due to increas-
ing demand by Manitobans and tourists to visit the wetland 
we were concerned about potential damage to it even then. 
Riverside Gravel generously relinquished a 12-hectare 
parcel of their quarry lease for the purpose of creating an 
interpretive trail and we soon set about to plan how this 
could be accomplished.

The first thing we did was have architects Hildermann, 
Frank and Cram design the interpretive trail and system of 

boardwalks. Then we set out  
to fundraise for this expensive  
project and, to help us with  
that, we made a video about  
the wetlands, its biology, history  
and culture called EKO. 

The last four years have not been 
easy and the committee often lost 
heart as we struggled to publicize 
the project and fundraise. Many 
generous people helped us but it 
was a huge project for a small 
group. It does show what a small 
group of committed individuals can 
accomplish if they persist. When 
Eugene told us he planned to set up 
the Eugene Reimer Environmental 
Fund that will provide a $600,000 
grant to maintain the Brokenhead 
Wetland interpretive trail, we could 
hardly believe his incredible 
generosity. 

With the Premier’s announcement today, this project is 
about to move from a dream to a reality. On behalf of all the 
plants and animals in the wetland and all of us who love it 
so dearly, thank you!”

If you would like more information about the Brokenhead 
Wetland Ecological Reserve and Interpretive Trail, visit the 
websites of NOCI at www.nativeorchid.org, Debwendon at 
www.debwendon.org and the Manitoba Protected Areas 
Initiative at http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/
mb_network/brokenhead/.

Ram’s-head Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium 
arietinum) – one of 28 orchid species 

found in the Brokenhead wetland.
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Eugene Reimer  
1949-2011

Eugene Reimer passed away on Nov. 5th, 2011 
after a long illness. He was a life member of 
Nature Manitoba, a Board member of both NOCI 

and Debwendon, a benefactor, and a friend to many. 
Eugene was featured in our “People Passionate about 
Nature” column in the Nov/Dec 2011 issue. Before he 
died he had the satisfaction of knowing that because of 
his generosity, construction of an interpretive trail to 
help protect the Brokenhead Wetland he loved so well 
was made possible.
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“It does show what 
a small group of 

committed individuals can 
accomplish if they persist.”

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/mb_network/brokenhead/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/pai/mb_network/brokenhead/
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Prairie  
a Natural History

by Candace Savage

BooK Review  
by John P. Morgan 

“There are people who think of the prairie as boring, 
and it is hard not to pity them.” Thus begins Candace 
Savage’s wonderful book: Prairie - A Natural History. 

My thoughts exactly. It’s been a long time since I’ve read a book 
on just prairie. But what a refresher 
course in ecology and natural history! 
Hard to put down, informative, and 
comprehensive to a fault, Candace’s 
book makes even the tiniest aspect of 
our North American prairies as far 
from boring as anything could be.

Originally released in 2004, and 
updated in 2011, Prairie - A Natural 
History covers the entire Great Plains 
prairie region of North America. 
Trying to put all the fascinating world 
of the prairie under one cover is a task 
not for the faint of heart or pen. But 
Candace has done an admirable job. 
Chapters on prairie history, geography, 
weather, plants, wildlife, soils, 
wetlands, woodlands, and farming 
provide a sweeping overview. A 
blue-chip advisory panel has helped 
ensure the accuracy of the amazing 
wealth of information contained 
therein.

Exquisite line drawings by Joan A. 
Williams complement the text with 
details of insects, plants and animals 
we might tend to miss. Prairies often 
are thought as difficult to photograph. 
James R. Page’s lens, however, has 
captured an incredible array of beautiful photos of the region 
and its inhabitants. A fascinating series of colourful maps also 
are well interspersed with the text. They illustrate everything 
from prairie weather patterns to soil types, landforms, wildlife 
distribution, woodlands and preserves. 

We tend to forget that the prairies are a vast region, united by 
grass, but often very different from each other. Wherever I go, I 
seek out the bits of grassland remaining, be they large or small, 
native or not, to see what surprises and critters they may hold. 

The book taught me that there are many different types of 
prairie in North America. From the Peace River Parklands of 
northern Alberta to the Palouse Grasslands of the interior 
mountain valleys to the coastal prairies of the Gulf of Mexico, 
grasslands make up a good chunk of North America. Each has 
distinct species, soils, history and setting. But all share that 
grasslands’ feel of a richness just under the surface that takes a 
bit of effort to appreciate. Once noticed, however, that richness 
grows ever more fascinating with every visit.

I will be using Candace’s book as a guide to these prairies 
throughout North America, and hopefully, to take me to some 
of those I have not yet seen. It’s easy to overlook grasslands 
with their subtle beauty and quiet solitude. But if we take some 
time to walk through them and look closely, they reveal the 
incredible diversity of one of the world’s most productive 

ecosystems.

After covering grassland natural 
history so well, the book ends on a 
positive note with my personal 
favourite prairie topics, conservation 
and restoration. It chronicles the 
changes we humans have wrought to 
one of the most impacted natural 
systems on earth. But it does describe 
what can be and is being done to 
reverse the trend of prairie loss. 
Nature Manitoba has been a leader in 
Canada in this field. Inspiring us to do 
more to conserve existing native 
prairies, restore them where they no 
longer occur and bring native plants 
back into our urban landscapes is the 
greatest benefit a book such as this 
can have.

Thanks Candace, for doing all of us 
(and the prairies) a very big favour! 
Those of us who live in the grasslands 
often take them for granted. Your 

book helps us better appreciate and see the true wonder of our 
magnificent prairie grasslands. Are the prairies boring? I’ll let 
you answer that for yourself after you’ve read the book!

Prairie – A Natural History,  
by Candace Savage. Greystone 

Books, 320 pages, $34.95.

Candace Savage will be giving a keynote address at  
the 23rd North American Prairie Conference, at the  

University of Manitoba, August 6-10, 2012. See the next  
page for more info, or visit www.napc2012.org.

“Your book helps us 
better appreciate and 

see the true wonder of our 
magnificent prairie grasslands.”
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   advance announcement - Mark your Calendar!!
     23rd North american Prairie Conference

                 University of Manitoba Campus
                   Winnipeg, MB aug 6-10, 2012

sponsored by the University of Manitoba
                   City of Winnipeg &
           University of Northern iowa

 this is the BiG oNE for native prairie enthusiasts!!
 5 days of sessions, field trips & workshops on every aspect of native prairie
management, inventory, restoration,  history, native landscaping & more
 interdisciplinary
 Published proceedings are the single best source of native prairie ecology
info available & date back to 1968
 first time this conference will be held in Western Canada
 submit your prairie observations, experiences, research as a  poster or
presentation - we want to hear from YoU
 Possible native prairie art show, video & photography competition
 Great for students
 affordable accomodations at U of M residences along historic red river
 Want to help out or participate?? Be a sponsor??
 Contact us at info@napc2012.org

see you on the tall Grass Prairie in 2012!!

Website www.napc2012.org

     We’ll talk prairie till your head explodes!!

Call for Volunteers for NaPC 2012
Interested in helping at the conference and/or billeting attendees? 

Email info@napc2012.org or call John Morgan at 467-9371.
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Because of the early publication deadline and uncertainty about snow conditions, the list of ski trips is shorter than usual.  
To receive email updates with additional activities, please send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca or visit our website.

Birds Hill Park Hike
Sun. January 1st

Start the new year off right with a hike 
through Birds Hill Provincial Park.

Contact Rose at 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 1-2]

Cross-Country Ski at Teulon
Sun. January 15th

Join Bryon Burvill for cross-country skiing 
at the Teulon ski trails around 1pm. 

Contact Bryon at 233-7904 or 
bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Bunn’s Creek Parkway Hike
Sat. January 21

An urban hike along Bunn’s Creek through 
to Kilcona Park, ca. 13km return. Lunch at 

the Harbour View Recreation Complex.
Contact Rose at 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2]

Three-Day Ski at Minaki
Fri. January 27th -  
Mon. January 30th

Join Bryon for a three-day cross-country 
skiing extravaganza near Minaki and 
stay at the yurts (ca. $20 per night). 
Note that these trails have daily fees. 

Contact Bryon Burvill at 233-7904 
or bpb1@mymts.net to register 
as soon as possible as the yurts 
must be reserved. [Rate 2-3]

Snowshoeing/Cross-Country 
Ski at Seven Sisters

Sun. February 5th
Snowshoe or cross-country ski 
with Bryon Burvill at the Seven 
Sisters trails. Will leave at 9am. 
Contact Bryon at 233-7904 or 
bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Ski the Kenora Trails
Sun. February 12th

Cross-country ski at the Mount 
Evergreen trails near Kenora. Note 

that the trails have daily fees. 
Contact Bryon Burvill at 233-7904 

or bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Ski to Mantario Cabin
Fri. February 17th -  
Mon. February 20th

Enjoy the sights of winter in Whiteshell 
Provincial Park on this long weekend 

ski trip to the Mantario Cabin.  
Participants must be capable of skiing 

20km in extreme cold weather.    
Contact Murray Pirt at 471-3308  
or murray.pirt@shaw.ca. [Rate 5]

James Lake Cabin Ski
Sat. February 18th -  
Mon. February 20th

Join Denise Levesque and Ray Nielsen 
for a relaxed ski weekend around the 
James Lake cabin at Turtle Mountain 

Provincial Park. Stay in a rustic 
cabin for two nights and enjoy the 
company of other nature lovers. 
Contact Denise at 889-2297 or  

deniselev2@hotmail.com. [Rate 3-4]

Skiing/Snowshoeing at 
Larters Golf Course

Sun. March 4th
Cross-country ski or snowshoe at 

Larters Golf Course on Main Street 
north of the Perimeter around 1pm. 
Contact Bryon Burvill at 233-7904 

or bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Classified Ads
For $15 you get 3 lines/30 words. 
E-mail editor@naturemanitoba.ca.

trip leader forms
Nature Manitoba’s Trip Leader forms 
are available on our website, in the 
“Outdoor Activities” section under 
“Trip Leader Forms”. Please fill 

them out for every trip, and return 
them to the Nature Manitoba office. 

Contact the office if you would 
prefer paper copies mailed to you.

Dianne Beaven receives  
2011 Canadian forestry  

achievement award

Dianne Beaven has received the 2011 Canadian Forestry 
Achievement Award, in recognition of her 41 years of 

public service with the Manitoba Forestry Association and 
the recent publication of her book, A Prairie Odyssey - Alan 
Beaven and the Tree Planting Car. Diane’s father received 
the same award in 1985, making them the only father-
daughter recipients. This award was established in 1967 by 
the Canadian Institute of Forestry to recognize unique and 
outstanding achievement in forestry in Canada, and was 
presented to Dianne by Trevor Stanley, General Manager, 
Pineland Forest Nursery and Manitoba Director, Canadian 
Institute of Forestry.
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(Generally on wednesdays)

Any Nature Manitoba members are 
welcome to join the Grey Hares on trips. 

An easier trip is usually possible if someone 
is willing to lead a leisurely group.

 
Ski Beaudry Park
wed. January 4th

Level and well-groomed forested trails, 
with warming huts. 5km to 15km.    
Daniella Rempel 633-0668. [Rate 2]

Ski Shannondale and 
Burwalde Trails

wed. January 11th
Ski the Shannondale Trails west of Morden 
(15-20km – hilly with warming huts), and 
the Burwalde Trails on Highway 3 between 

Carman and Morden (5-10km – flat).    
Ted Harvey at 889-5725. [Rate 3]

weekly Ski at Beaudry Park
every Thursday in  

January (12, 19, & 26) and 
February (2, 9, 16, & 23)

NEW! Starting Jan. 12, join fellow Grey 
Hares every Thursday for an informal 
ski at Beaudry Park, west Headingley. 

15-20km. No designated leader.  
Lesly Andrews at 888-2442. [Rate 2-3]

Ski the whitemouth  
River Trails

wed. February 1st
Flat or gently rolling terrain – 8km of 
trails through mixed spruce, pine and 

birch forests, an easy ski. Lunch at 
Sophie’s Restaurant, Hadashville.    

June Thomson at 837-6469. Book by 
Jan. 25 in order to make restaurant 

reservations. [Rate 1-2]

Ski Bittersweet Trails
wed. February 15th

24km of skating and classic ski trails 
of varying difficulty, from easy to 

difficult. Easier trails are on the east 
side, more difficult trails and hills to 
the west. Central warming hut and a 

new clubhouse at the trail head.  
Ted Harvey at 889-5725. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Birds Hill Park
wed. February 22nd

Gentle trails of varying lengths, 
warming huts. 10-20km. Lunch at Pine 

Ridge Hollow for the ski group and 
anyone who wants to join them.  
Call Marilyn Hearn at 895-4659 
at least a day ahead of time to 

book the lunch. [Rate 2]

GENEral ratiNG 
GUiDEliNEs aPPliCaBlE 

to all aCtiVitiEs 
rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

rate 2 intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

rate 3 advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

rate 4 advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

rate 5 advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PlEasE NotE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

A group on their Oct. 30 hike on the Dufferin Trail, followed by a fall dinner in Emerson.
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by Gordon Grieef

This month’s sightings table  
covers birds seen in October  
and November. There are a good 

number of late sightings due to the 
unusually mild weather during this 
period. Particularly noteworthy is the 
Baltimore Oriole which was seen on 
November 22. This is the second latest 
sighting for this species on record with 

the latest being December 16,  
in 1987.

Some of the more unusual sightings 
during the fall included Long-tailed 
Duck at Oak Hammock Marsh and 
Victoria Beach, Purple Sandpiper at 
Churchill, Ivory Gull at Churchill, 
Glaucous Gull at Pine Falls and 
Winnipeg, Red-bellied Woodpecker  

at Kleefeld and Headingley, Townsend’s 
Solitaire at Seven Sisters and Winnipeg, 
Varied Thrush at Richer and Summer 
Tanager in Winnipeg.

In sharp contrast to last spring, 
shorebirds were much easier to find 

thanks to the hot, dry summer. The 
south cell at Oak Hammock Marsh 

had been drawn down and 
provided hundreds of acres of 

mud flats which attracted large 
flocks of shorebirds.

As this will be the first 
column in 2012, I wish all 

of you good health and good 
birding throughout the year.

If you have any unusual bird sightings 
send them to me at ggrieef@mts.net, or 
mail them to 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R2N 3C2.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Cackling Goose 2000+ Oct 19 11 Stonewall K. Gardner
Trumpeter Swan 4 Oct 2 11 Stonewall K. Gardner
Trumpeter Swan 1 Oct 3 11 Natalie Lake P. Taylor
Trumpeter Swan 4 Oct 17 11 Octopus Lake K. Kingdon
Mallard 182 Nov 20 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Blue-winged Teal 1 Nov 5 11 Winnipeg D. Neufeld
Northern Pintail 43 Oct 20 11 Churchill B. Chartier
Northern Pintail 1 Nov 16 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes
Green-winged Teal 36 Oct 20 11 Churchill B. Chartier
Ring-necked Duck 18 Nov 5 11 Gull Lake G. Budyk, Nature Manitoba outing
Ring-necked Duck 1 Nov 25 11 Victoria Beach P. Taylor
Greater Scaup 5 Nov 5 11 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor
Surf Scoter 4 Oct 17 11 Grand Beach W. Jansen
White-winged Scoter 1 Nov 11 11 East Shoal Lake K. Gardner
White-winged Scoter 2 Nov 12 11 Gull Lake R. Séguin
Long-tailed Duck 6 Oct 19 11 Churchill B. Chartier
Long-tailed Duck 1 Oct 22 11 Oak Hammock Marsh N. Butchard
Long-tailed Duck 1 Nov 25 11 Victoria Beach P. Taylor
Common Merganser 20+ Nov 25 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor
Ruddy Duck 1 Nov 16 11 Portage la Prairie C. Braden
Red-necked Grebe 2 Nov 5 11 Gull Lake G. Budyk, Nature Manitoba outing
Eared Grebe 18 Nov 4 11 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert
American White Pelican 1 Nov 5 11 Victoria Beach G. Budyk, Nature Manitoba outing
American White Pelican 1 Nov 17 11 Grand Rapids J. Kayer
American White Pelican 2 Nov 25 11 Winnipeg L. Giesbrecht
Double-crested Cormorant 1 Nov 17 11 Grand Rapids J. Kayer
Double-crested Cormorant 5 Nov 25 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor
Great Egret 39 Oct 8 11 Whitewater Lake R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing
Snowy Egret 3 Oct 8 11 Whitewater Lake R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing
Cattle Egret 30 Oct 8 11 Whitewater Lake R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing
ibis, sp. 26 Oct 17 11 Whitewater Lake L. Veelma
Turkey Vulture 16 Oct 3 11 Windygates A. Schritt
Bald Eagle 50 Nov 1 11 Kleefeld D. Fast, G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Bald Eagle 75+ Nov 24 11 Kleefeld H. Lane
Sharp-shinned Hawk 31 Oct 3 11 Windygates A. Schritt
Sharp-shinned Hawk 277 Oct 8 11 Whytewold C. McPherson
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Nov 13 11 Winnipeg D. Dodgson
Cooper's Hawk 1 Nov 5 11 Stonewall K. Gardner

A Snowy  
Owl at Oak  
Hammock Marsh.
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Swainson's Hawk 1 Oct 13 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Porteous, A. Mickey
Red-tailed Hawk 47 Oct 3 11 Windygates A. Schritt
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Nov 21 11 Hazel G. Budyk, D. Dodgson
Ferruginous Hawk 1 Oct 8 11 Whitewater Lake R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing
Golden Eagle 1 Oct 20 11 North Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Golden Eagle 1 Nov 7 11 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Gyrfalcon 1 Nov 1 11 Stonewall R. Porteous, R. Clarke
Gyrfalcon 1 Nov 23 11 Brandon C. Cuthbert
Prairie Falcon 5 Oct 8 11 Whitewater Lake area R. Koes, Nature Manitoba outing
American Coot 1 Nov 17 11 Grand Rapids J. Kayer
Sandhill Crane 1 Oct 18 11 Grant's Lake WMA K. Gardner
American Avocet 2 Oct 15 11 Whitewater Lake C. Cuthbert, Brandon Naturalists Society
Greater Yellowlegs 5 Nov 5 11 Lake Winnipeg beaches G. Budyk, Nature Manitoba outing
Solitary Sandpiper 1 Oct 8 11 Grand Beach C. Cuthbert
Pectoral Sandpiper 5 Oct 7 11 Churchill D. Britton
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 Oct 20 11 Churchill B. Chartier
Pectoral Sandpiper 2 Nov 3 11 Oak Hammock Marsh N. Butchard
Purple Sandpiper 5 Nov 3 11 Churchill B. Chartier
Purple Sandpiper 4 Oct 31 11 Churchill J. Brice
Long-billed Dowitcher 2 Oct 7 11 Churchill D. Britton
Wilson's Snipe 10 Nov 2 11 East Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Ivory Gull 1 Oct 16 11 Churchill R. Reid
Glaucous Gull 2 Nov 5 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, G. Budyk, et al
Glaucous Gull 26 Nov 11 11 Seal River D. Fast
Glaucous Gull 1 Nov 15 11 Winnipeg S. Oikawa, A. Ens, Butchard, P. Fast
Mourning Dove 1 Nov 16 11 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 Oct 18 11 Winnipeg S. Allard
Belted Kingfisher 1 Nov 5 11 Pine Falls P. Taylor, G. Budyk, et al
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Oct 21 11 Kleefeld R. Penner
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Nov 11 11 Headingley B. Taylor
Northern Flicker 1 Nov 9 11 Winnipeg R. Austin
Northern Flicker 1 Nov 9 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Flicker 1 Nov 16 11 Winnipeg N. Butchard
Northern Shrike 1 Oct 4 11 Hecla Island R. Koes, P. Taylor, R. Zach
Blue-headed Vireo 1 Oct 5 11 Winnipeg R. Porteous
Red-eyed Vireo 1 Nov 6 11 Winnipeg P. Friesen
Brown Creeper 2 Nov 20 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Oct 25 11 Seven Sisters R. Porteous, N. Butchard, L. Jansson, A. Mickey
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Nov 2 11 Winnipeg C. Meiklejohn
Hermit Thrush 1 Nov 20 11 Winnipeg R. Mooi
Varied Thrush 1 Nov 19 to 26/11 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 Oct 12 11 Kleefeld D. Fast
Magnolia Warbler 1 Oct 8 11 Patricia Beach C. Cuthbert
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 Oct 28 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Canada Warbler 1 Oct 10 11 Winnipeg P. Friesen
Summer Tanager 1 Nov 19 11 Winnipeg A. Webster, R. Porteous
American Tree Sparrow 1 Nov 5 11 Patricia Beach G. Budyk, Nature Manitoba outing
Vesper Sparrow 1 Oct 2 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Fox Sparrow 1 Nov 9 11 Winnipeg P. Grieef
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 Oct 15 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
White-throated Sparrow 1 Nov 10 11 Winnipeg N. Butchard, A. Mickey
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Nov 9 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Harris's Sparrow 1 Nov 12 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Rusty Blackbird 1 Nov 16 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes
Common Grackle 2 Nov 19 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Baltimore Oriole 1 Nov 22 11 Matlock Info. from S. Versluis
Purple Finch 1 Nov 26 11 Dufresne B. Krosney
American Goldfinch 7 Nov 26 11 Kleefeld D. Fast
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MaNitoba breediNg bird atlas 
2011 Season Update
(compiled by Donna Danyluk from 
information in the Summer/Fall 2011 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

By all counts, much progress was 
made in the second season of work 
on Manitoba’s Breeding Bird Atlas. 

The current total number of registered 
atlassers has increased from 467 at the 
end of the 2010 season to 752. This 
dedicated group of volunteers has now 
amassed over 10,000 hours of atlassing, 
more than double the number of hours 
completed in the first season.

Coverage is steadily increasing as well; of 
the roughly 7000 10 km by 10 km 
squares covering the province, atlassing 
time has been spent in over 1700, up 
from about 1100 last year. The south-
western region of the province leads the 
way, with work done in about 95% of its 
squares, followed by the south-central 
and Red River Valley regions, at about 
90%, and the southeast corner reporting 
atlas records in about 80% of its squares. 
Coverage decreases northward, with the 
various central regions of the province 
ranging from 20 to 60% coverage. The 
remote and relatively roadless regions 
north of the 55th parallel and along the 
east side of Lake Winnipeg saw a large 
increase in coverage in 2011; last year, 
only about 60 squares saw any atlassing 
action; this year, over 300 squares have 
data – still only about 8% of this vast 
region. Slowly but surely, our coverage is 
getting better and better!

The statistic with the smallest increase is 
the total number of species recorded, as 

the majority of Manitoba’s breeding 
species were recorded in the first season 
of atlassing. At the end of the 2010 atlas 
season, 269 species were recorded as 
possible, probable or confirmed breed-
ing; only 11 more species were added to 
this list in 2011 for a total of 280. The 
new species for 2011 are Cackling Goose, 
Red-throated Loon, Little Blue 
Heron, Golden Eagle, Black-necked Stilt, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Mew 
Gull, Long-tailed Jaeger, Western 
Wood-Pewee, Wood Thrush and Spotted 
Towhee. 

Of the 280 species, the number with 
confirmed breeding has increased from 
225 to 247, including….

First Confirmed Breeding of 
Snowy Egret in Manitoba!
This summer, Ken De Smet found 
breeding Snowy Egrets at Whitewater 
Lake. This is the first confirmed breeding 
of this species in Manitoba and possibly 
only the second confirmed breeding 
record in Canada. (According to The 
Birds of Manitoba, Snowy Egrets now 
breed “in most of the lower 48 states, 
albeit rarely in the northernmost states 
and the Midwest.”) After last year’s 
confirmed Black-headed Grosbeak and 
Western Tanager, this is another feather 
in the atlas’s cap as we continue to 
augment our knowledge of this prov-
ince’s avifauna!

The story of how Ken found his Snowy 
Egrets is noteworthy. While atlassing, he 

noticed a heron and cormorant colony in 
flooded trees and shrubs at the west end 
of Whitewater Lake. After several 
unsuccessful attempts to approach this 
colony, he borrowed a canoe from the 
Turtle Mountain Conservation District. 
When Ken finally got close to the colony, 
he noted nesting Double-crested Cormo-
rants, Black-crowned Night-Herons 
(more than 400 juveniles), Great Egrets 
(16 active nests, apparently the first 
nesting record in southwest Manitoba in 
decades), Cattle Egrets (43 active nests), 
and, finally, a nest of Snowy Egret with 
large young and even a single Little Blue 
Heron. Unfortunately, Ken could not 
confirm breeding of the Little Blue 
Heron, but confirming nesting Snowy 
Egret was already a great achievement. 
So, Little Blue Heron will have to remain 
a hypothetical nester in the province for 
at least one more year.

To browse any of the atlas data, whether  
by species, region or square, visit 
www.birdatlas.mb.ca

This Spotted Towhee found by Ward 
Christianson and Marlene Waldron on 

territory east of Virden in July 2011 was 
noteworthy. Randy Mooi also found one 

in the northern Interlake this year.

snowy Egret is now 
a confirmed breeding 

bird in Manitoba.
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Caretaker Program  
launched for Manitoba’s  

important Bird areas

Nature Manitoba, Nature Canada and Bird Studies 
Canada are pleased to announce the launch of the Mani-
toba Important Bird Area Caretaker Program. Manitoba 

currently has 38 designated Important Bird Areas (IBAs) and 
this program will recruit and train volunteer caretakers 
(individuals or community organizations that act as champions 
for their local IBA) for each of them. The new program has 
been made possible by the generous support of the Winnipeg 
Foundation and the Manitoba Community Services Council. 

Nature Manitoba is seeking a part-time coordinator to develop 
this new program (see job posting below) and to engage as 
many people (including our members) as possible in activities 
to support our IBAs. This program will ensure that all Manitoba 
IBAs receive the attention needed to maintain and/or seek to 
enhance their ecological integrity. Working together with local 
volunteers at the grassroots level, as well as with international 
partners, we will review existing IBA conservation plans, 
develop new plans where needed, assess and augment monitor-
ing data, and, above all, promote and protect these Manitoba 
treasures that have global importance for the preservation of 
biodiversity. By launching this program we are joining a 
network of Canadian provinces, U.S states and numerous 
countries from across the Americas and indeed around the 
world in a global conservation network to preserve our shared 
natural heritage.

JoB PostiNG:  
Coordinator, iBa Caretaker Program

Nature Manitoba is seeking a part-time coordinator to 
develop an IBA caretaker program in Manitoba, with the 
assistance of a volunteer steering committee. The position 
will initially be two days per week, commencing February 
2012 (exact start date negotiable). It is envisioned that the 
successful candidate will work from Nature Manitoba’s 
Winnipeg office; however, other locations may be accept-
able to suit the successful candidate’s preference. Travel to 
various Manitoba locations will be involved.

We seek a dynamic individual who can engage a variety of 
audiences and rally support for the project from different 
sectors. The successful candidate will:

 » work independently, but with input from a committee,  to 
develop and promote a province-wide program, 

 » be skilled at presenting, recruiting volunteers, and 
organizing events 

 » write funding proposals and to seek opportunities to 
expand the program

 » be able to use the IBA web portal and technical tools and 
to explain their usage to volunteers

 » represent the Manitoba program at meetings with other 
provincial coordinators

Compensation: $25/hr starting salary (vacation pay, CPP, 
EI, WCB) with the possibility of increased hours and pay 
dependent on performance review.

Qualifications:  
 » Demonstrated oral and written communications skills,

 » Demonstrated knowledge of natural history and conser-
vation (although a degree in biological or ecological sci-
ences is not required, this program will benefit from 
someone who can speak with confidence and authority on 
the conservation issues pertinent to IBAs). Familiarity with 
Manitoba’s avifauna, experience in conservation program-
ming, experience in working with community organizations 
and/or NGOs, fundraising experience, and bilingualism, are 
strong assets.

 » Basic computer familiarity, especially with Microsoft 
Office programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook). 
Familiarity with Adobe or other photo-editing software an 
asset.

 » Valid driver’s license  

applications:  
Please send (electronically in .doc, .rtf, or .pdf format) a 
résumé and cover letter with the names of three referees to 
Christian Artuso at cartuso@birdscanada.org. 

Deadline: January 12, 2012, 5pm CST.
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New Churchill Northern Studies Centre
by Martin Zeilig

Looming on the tundra only a couple of 
kilometres from the Hudson Bay 
coastline rests one of Manitoba’s 

newest, most environmentally friendly 
buildings – the state-of-the-art Churchill 
Northern Studies Centre (CNSC).

The new 27,000 square foot CNSC, with its 
distinctive windswept design, has been in 
operation since early June 2011 and is a 
high efficiency LEED (Leadership in 
Environmental Energy Design) building. 
“We utilize the latest in environmentally 
friendly technologies,” said Michael 
Goodyear, executive director of the CNSC. 

Founded in 1976, the Churchill Northern 
Studies Centre is an independent, non-
profit research and education facility 
located 23 kilometres east of the town of 
Churchill (on the site of the former rocket 
testing range) that provides “accommoda-
tions, meals, equipment rentals, and 
logistical support to scientific researchers 
working on a diverse range of topics of 

interest to northern science,” according to 
their website. In addition to research, the 
Centre facilitates a wide range of educa-
tional programming ranging from general 
interest courses for the visiting public to 
university credit courses for students.

It’s been a long haul to finally see the build-
ing’s completion. “I’m pleased with how 
things have turned out, and dealing with 
all the frustrations 
of bringing a new 
building on system,” 
Mr. Goodyear said.

The old building, 
situated right next  
door, is being renovated to create addi-
tional office and storage space as well as 
increased lab capacity, including converting 
an upstairs classroom into a lab for 
atmospheric research with access to  
the roof.

Meanwhile, the new CNSC has rooms with 
a view, improved washroom facilities, 
proper labs for wet and dry research, 

wireless internet available throughout the 
building, a more spacious cafeteria and 
double the classroom space on both floors.

Designed by the Winnipeg-based Prairie 
Architects at a cost of $17 million in private 
and government funding, the building, 
which is built on piles off the ground, 
blends into its surroundings in order to 
minimize the impact of snow and wind. 
The building is slanted at the front and has 
huge high efficiency windows. “This 
reduces the amount of direct sunlight in 
the summer, while maximizing it during 
winter months,” Mr. Goodyear explained 
during a tour of the facility.

He also emphasized that all of the 
building’s “green features” have already 
proven their worth: “We’re going through 
less water than we used to in our old 
building. Our energy bills so far are in line 
with where we want them to be.” The 
CNSC’s sewage is also being treated on site, 
and then released, through a series of 
bio-filters.

“What I get the 
biggest kick out of 
is when people who 
return remember 
the old centre. They 
walk through the 

front door and say ‘Wow. Look at this.’ 
Now, I’m looking forward to promoting 
more active research use of this building.”

That shouldn’t be a problem considering all 
it has to offer.

For more information about the Churchill 
Northern Science Centre and its programs, 
see www.churchillscience.ca.

BIRD TOUR of Los Tuxtlas, Veracruz, Mexico
A greAT inTroduCTion To TroPiCAl Birding!

Join Carolyn Curtis Hernandez, a long-time Manitoba birder, in an 8-day birding tour of 
Los Tuxtlas Biosphere Reserve in Veracruz, Mexico. The expansive reserve consists 

of coastal plains, mangroves, montane forest, rainforest and Lake Catemaco. 
Some of the sought after bird families include toucans, parrots, hummingbirds, woodcreepers, 

tropical flycatchers, tanagers and our own neotropical migrants on their wintering grounds. 
Carolyn has regularly birded the area for ten years and is eager to introduce others 

to the beauty of Lake Catemaco and the Sierra de Los Tuxtlas.
A trip is planned for MaRch 10-18, 2012  with another to follow in October 2012. For 

details, please call Carolyn at (204) 489-2483 or e-mail chernandez@shaw.ca.

M
artin Zeilig

“ ...one of Manitoba’s newest, 
most environmentally 
friendly buildings...”
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Polar bears oN tHiN ice:  
Expert believes global warming has doomed Hudson Bay population

(excerpted from a Nov. 17, 2011 Free 
Press article by Bartley Kives )

Polar bears may survive high up in the 
Arctic but Manitoba’s and Ontario’s 
bears are all but doomed, says the 

world’s best-known expert on the species. 
Wildlife biologist Ian Stirling, an adjunct 
professor of biology at the University of 
Alberta who’s been studying polar bears for 
41 years, believes it 
is now too late to 
prevent the iconic 
Arctic species from 
being extirpated 
from the shores of 
Hudson Bay.

Increasingly long 
ice-free periods on the bay have led to less 
feeding on seals, lighter females, fewer 
births and more mortality among the 
southernmost subpopulations of polar 
bears, according to research conducted by 
Stirling, other biologists and climatologists 
over the past three decades. Stirling 
believes this will lead to the disappearance 
of polar bears from northeastern Manitoba, 
northern Ontario and parts of 
Nunavut and Quebec within decades, 
barring the unlikely event the planet 
quickly begins to cool.

“Things definitely don’t look good for 
the western Hudson Bay and 
southern Hudson Bay populations,” 
Stirling said in an interview in 
Winnipeg. “Long term, if we don’t 
stop climate warming and the 
continued melt of sea ice, that 
population will disappear, maybe in 
30 or 40 years.”

As Stirling and other biologists have 
documented, Hudson Bay sea ice 
now breaks up an average of three 
weeks earlier at Churchill than it did 
three decades ago. Since polar bears 
consume almost all their calories on 
the ice, where they hunt for seals, 
this has led to fewer meals, declining 
weights, fewer births and more 
cannibalism among bears in the area.

What’s less well-understood is the fact that 
these missing weeks deprive polar bears of 
meals at the most crucial feeding time for 
the carnivores. That’s because seal pups are 
just the right size when sea ice breaks up. 
The ideal meal for a polar bear is about six 
weeks old. “At that stage, they’re little balls 
of fat. They aren’t very smart about 
predators,” Stirling said.

The average polar bear eats about 43 seals 
a year. Missing out on two or three of those 
meals is enough to cause a female polar 
bear to lose enough mass to give birth to 
underweight cubs or no cubs at all, Stirling 
said, noting the relationship between sea 
ice, feeding and fertility has profound 
implications for the survival of the species.

The species will soon reach a tipping point 
where the western 
Hudson Bay 
subpopulation will 
plummet quickly. 
Some conservation-
ists fear this tipping 
point has arrived, as 
the western Hudson 
Bay population is 

declining. In 1987, biologists estimated 
there were 1,194 bears in the region by 
marking and recapturing individual bears. 
In 2004, the same sort of count adjusted 
that population down to 935.

Aerial surveys, which are considered less 
reliable, came up with startlingly low 
numbers early this year. A new reliable 

count is expected early in 2012, said Darryl 
Hedman, a Manitoba Conservation wildlife 
manager. Provincial officials have been 
hesitant to endorse gloomy predictions by 
biologists. But Manitoba Conservation data 
bolsters the idea bears are growing 
hungrier.

The number of problem bears that officials 
are forced to handle around Churchill every 
year is, on average, higher during years 

when ice breaks up earlier than usual, said 
Stirling. However, more sightings of bears 
on land can lead to the erroneous belief 
that polar bear populations are increasing 
when in fact bears are simply hungrier. 
“They’re looking for an alternate food 
source because a large carnivore doesn’t lie 
down under a tree and quietly starve to 
death like an Arctic hare. They’re going to 
look for something else,” said Stirling, 
cautioning they won’t travel far enough to 
survive in the long term.

Too Little Too Late? 
Canada’s Environment 
Minister Declares Polar 
Bear Species of Concern
(from a Federal government press release 
dated November 10, 2011)

Canada’s Environment Minister, the 
Honourable Peter Kent, has declared 
the polar bear as a species of special 

concern under the Species at Risk Act.

“Canada is home to two-thirds of the 
world’s polar bear population and 
we have a unique conservation 
responsibility to effectively care for 
them,” said Minister Kent. As a 
result of the listing, a management 
plan must be prepared within three 
years. It should be noted that the 
plan will not result in prohibitions. 
The ultimate aim of the plan will 
be to alleviate human threats in 
order to remove the polar bear 
from the Species at Risk list.

This management plan will build 
on the National Polar Bear 
Conservation Strategy, which aims 
to illustrate, strengthen and 
formalize Canada’s existing polar 
bear conservation measures.

Environment Canada held exten-
sive consultations with provincial 
and territorial governments, 
regional wildlife management 
boards, Aboriginal peoples and 

other stakeholders. The vast majority 
supported the listing.

A polar bear seen from a Tundra Buggy during 
a “Lords of the Arctic” learning vacation at 

the Churchill Northern Studies Centre.
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“As Stirling and other biologists 
have documented, Hudson Bay 

sea ice now breaks up an average 
of three weeks earlier at Churchill 

than it did three decades ago.”

If you’d like to learn more about 
polar bears in Manitoba, come to 

our Discovery Evening on Monday, 
January 23rd with Darryl Hedman. 

See next page for details.
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Monday, January 9th, 2012

RED WiLDERnESS:  
Return to the Most  

Beautiful Place On Earth

Roger Turenne 
(President, Nature Manitoba)

Location: Salle Pauline Boutal (main floor)

American author Edward Abbey called the red desert 
country of southern Utah “the most beautiful place on 
earth.” Everything about the Colorado Plateau over-

whelms, tugs at the imagination, begs to be described in 
superlatives. It is a land with one of the most complex geologi-
cal histories on the planet, which can be easily read on its 
canyon walls. Nowhere else has the earth so openly revealed its 
secrets.  It has been 10 years since Roger Turenne presented his 
Red Wilderness show at an Indoor Program. Since then, his 
love affair with this area has continued, with many more trips, 
new discoveries, and thousands of new photographs. Discover, 
or rediscover, this extraordinary natural landscape through 
Roger’s signature storytelling and stunning photography. The 
Colorado Plateau is an adventure for the senses and the spirit.

Monday, January 23rd, 2012

The Polar Bears  
of Manitoba

Darryl Hedman 
(Northeast Regional Wildlife Manager, 

Manitoba Conservation)

Darryl Hedman’s presentation will focus on polar bear 
ecology as it relates to Churchill and Manitoba, the Polar 
Bear Alert program, and bear safety recommendations. 

Of the 19 sub-populations of polar bears, 13 of them are in 
Canada. Manitoba Conservation has surveyed polar bears in 
September since 1969. During the surveys, bear numbers are 
recorded as well as body condition and location. In addition to 
the surveys, Manitoba Conservation tracks about nine collared 
bears in Western Hudson Bay.

Monday, February 6th, 2012

Shrinking Habitat, Dwindling numbers: 
Manitoba’s Endangered Prairie Butterflies

Dr. Richard westwood 
(Associate Professor, Environmental Studies Program, 

Department of Biology, University of Winnipeg)

The amount of undisturbed prairie habitat has dimin-
ished in Manitoba at an alarming rate over the past 
century. Dr. Westwood will explain the habitat require-

ments of several threatened and endangered butterfly species 
found only in Manitoba, and describe the history of the decline 
of these species. Learn what’s being done to protect the remain-
ing individuals, and what the future holds for the populations 
of these prairie specialist butterflies in Manitoba.  

Monday, March 5th, 2012

A Box and Some Gravel: Peregrine 
Falcon Recovery Efforts in Manitoba

Tracy Maconachie 
(Project Coordinator, Manitoba  

Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project)

The Manitoba Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project began in 
1981 with the release of four captive-bred Peregrine 
Falcon chicks in Winnipeg. The goal was, and still is, to 

establish and support a self-sustaining wild population of 
peregrines in the province.  Since then over 200 chicks, 
wild-hatched and captive-bred, have been released from 
locations in southern Manitoba and many of their offspring 
have returned to nest successfully in locations across the 
Canadian Prairies and the U.S. Midwest. But even with thirty 
years of experience and expertise, every year is a new chal-
lenge for both the peregrines and the Project. The difference 
between a successful year and a tragic one can be determined 
by something as random as a gust of wind or as simple as a 
plastic box with some gravel. Join Tracy Maconachie for an 
insider’s look at the Project’s recovery efforts (past, present and 
future) and what to watch for when the birds return in mid/
late March.

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau 
(on second floor) except for January 9, which will be 

held in the main floor theatre, Salle Pauline Boutal.

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the 
March 19th AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2.00 for members and $3.00 for 
non-members. Members must show a valid Nature 

Manitoba membership card to get the reduced rate. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.

Discovery
Evenings

2011 - 2012
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Monday, March 19th, 2012

AnnUAL  
GEnERAL 
MEETinG

(early start at 7:00 pm)

Our “members’ night” presentations 
have moved from the December 
program to our Annual General 

Meeting in March. So let us know if you 
want to contribute – we’re looking for 
two or three 20-minute presentations on 
nature-related topics. Travelogues should 
have a strong nature component, please! 
Contact Dianne Beaven by emailing 
dbeaven@mymts.net with your ideas.

Save our Seine 
wants to Save our 

Golf Courses
by Nicholas Cherlet

Winnipeg has a rather large 
number of golf courses, more 
in fact than most other cities 

of our size. This large network of golf 
courses is run in a rather complicated 
way. Some of the courses are privately 
owned, while others are municipal. 
Among the municipal courses, some 
are run by the city directly while 
others, the so-called ‘semi private’ 
courses, are leased to private 
operators.

Despite being golf courses, they are 
about much more than just golf. Golf 
courses provide valuable green space 
and even have certain value as habitat, 
despite the fact that they are far from 
being undisturbed. In the winter, they 
can provide cross-country ski terrain 
and lessons, something especially 
valuable in a time when health and 
physical activity concerns are para-
mount. Needless to say, the loss of 
some of these courses, especially those 
in the Seine River Valley, an especially 
environmentally vulnerable area, could 
be a blow on a number of fronts.

The City of Winnipeg, however, is 
short on cash. Hence a recent motion 
passed by City Council instructs the 
city to consider the possibility of 
selling as many as 7 of the 12 munici-
pally-owned courses for either fully 
private ownership or, more likely, 
redevelopment as residential or 
commercial areas. This move came as 
a surprise to many, as there was no 
prior public consultation.

This move hasn’t gone unnoticed, 
however. A large number of people 
showed up at a recent community 
meeting hosted by Save our Seine 
(SOS), indicating that there is in fact a 
significant amount of community inter-
est. A petition calling for public consul-
tation was organized at this meeting 
and will be circulating in the commu-
nity shortly. Anyone interested in 
receiving more information about 
SOS’s efforts or in collecting signatures 
should visit the SOS website  
www.saveourseine.com and 
sign-up for their newsletter. Copies of 
the petition are available on their 
website. Petitions should be returned 
to the Manitoba Eco-Network office, 
located on the 3rd floor of the Moun-
tain Equipment Co-Op building, at 303 
Portage Avenue, by January 9th. 

Getting the word out! Les McCann 
with the Nature Manitoba display at 

Mountain Equipment Co-op’s “SnoFest” 
in late November, a celebration of all 
things winter. We also participated in 

the second annual Green Living Show 
at the Convention Centre in October.
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ideNtiFYiNg MaNitoba HaWKs  
in FligHt
Instructor: Bob Shettler, Birding Enthusiast
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2012
Learn some of the tricks for identifying hawks as they zip by at 
eye level or soar overhead in search of food.

oWls of MaNitoba
Instructor: Rudolf Koes, Nature Manitoba Birder    
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2012
Besides identification, this workshop will focus on when and 
where to find owls in Manitoba.

cold WeatHer eNdUraNce 
and sUrViVal sKills
Instructor: Ron MacDougall,  
Nature Manitoba Outdoor Enthusiast
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Ron will give a powerpoint presentation, including photos and 
video clips, on the following topics:

 » the psychology of survival
 » building fires and shelters
 » obtaining food and water
 » survival kits and what should be in them
 » outdoor clothing and equipment
 » cold water immersion

bacKYard WildliFe Habitat
Instructor: Ted McLachlan, Department of   
Landscape Architecture at the University of Manitoba
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Ted’s presentation will explore how we can rethink our home 
environment to create a landscape of seasonal mystery, intrigue 
and delight. We can make nature accessible, whether standing 
at the kitchen sink or playing in the sandbox.

eNdaNgerMeNt in birds
Instructor: Christian Artuso, Nature Manitoba Birder
Date: Tuesday, March 6, 2012
Approximately 14% of the world’s bird species are considered 
globally threatened and another 8% are listed as “near-threat-
ened”. This talk will attempt to summarize global patterns of 
endangerment, discuss international vs national/regional criteria 
for “red-listing” species, examine various threat types and which 
birds are most vulnerable to them, and try to engage you in a 
conversation about conservation on a continental, hemispheric 
and global scale.

N A T U R e  M A N i T O B A ’ S  
WorKsHoP series 2012 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  1 0 t h  u n t i l  M a y  8 t h

PRE-REgIsTRaTIon required! Contact the Nature 
Manitoba office at 943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REgIsTER EaRLY To aVoID DIsaPPoInTMEnT.  
Class sizes are limited to 28 (we no longer have  

access to a larger room at Kelvin to accommodate  
workshops with enrolments larger than 28)

if you are unable to attend, please cancEL by calling 
the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for onLY ThREE WoRKshoPs. if you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. 
if there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 
for non-members (students: $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members). Workshops are open to 
children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

TIME: 7:30pm

LocaTIon: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road, with the  

exception of “Identifying Minerals and Rocks 
on your Walks” which will be held at the University 

of Winnipeg. Parking at Kelvin is available in the 
lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

Want to dig deep into the wonders of nature 
under the guidance of an expert? then 

Nature Manitoba workshops are for you!



Vol. 4, Issue 1 - Jan. / Feb. 2012 Nature Manitoba News Page 23

sParroWs...  
or WHat Was tHat “lbJ” aNYWaY?
Instructor: Ward Christianson, Nature Manitoba Birder
Date: Tuesday, March 13, 2012
Do you enjoy watching birds, but think identification of sparrows 
(“little brown jobs”) is for someone else? Come and learn to be 
that someone! Ward will help you sort out the important field 
marks for successful identification.

a blooMiNg Parade 
cHoosiNg PereNNials for your gardeN
Instructor: Marilyn Latta,  
Nature Manitoba Plant Enthusiast
Date: Tuesday, March 20, 2012
The great thing about growing perennial plants is that they come 
back year after year in the garden. The main disadvantage of 
perennials is that the blooming periods are restricted to only part 
of the gardening season and can vary from as little as one week 
to several months. The challenge, then, is to select a combina-
tion of perennials that will bloom at different times throughout the 
season creating a progression of different flowers. This work-
shop will  focus on how to plant a combination of bulbs, 
horticultural varieties and native plants to provide a parade of 
bloom throughout the growing season so that there is something 
new happening in your garden from early April to late October.

ideNtiFYiNg MiNerals and 
rocKs on YoUr WalKs
Instructor: Kim Monson,  
Geography Department at the University of Winnipeg
Date: Tuesday, April 3, 2012
Location: PLeASe NOTe CHANGe OF 
VENUE to 5L22, 5th floor of Lockhart Hall, 
University of Winnipeg, 480 ellice Ave.
ever look down when you’re out walking and wonder, “What is 
that rock, where did it come from, how did it get there???” if you 
have, this workshop is for you. With the aid of rock and mineral 
specimens, maps and test kits, you will learn how to identify 
many of Manitoba’s common rocks and minerals. Bring your 
favourite rock or mineral along and figure out what it is.

tHe UNiVerse on a graNd scale
Instructor: Jennifer West,  
Astronomy Instructor at the University of Manitoba
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2012
in this workshop, i will present an overview of the kinds of 
objects that make up our universe: asteroids, planets, stars, 
galaxies and beyond. i will also try to give participants a sense of 
the enormous distances involved. The scale of our universe is 
truly mind-boggling!

MaNitoba trees in WiNter
Instructor:  Richard Staniforth, Retired Professor 
of Botany at the University of Winnipeg
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012
A workshop to sort out the differences between Manitoba tree 
species in the winter. Specimens are provided, but you are 
welcome to bring your own twigs, too. We will include all of the 
native species of conifer and hardwood trees, and also some of 
the more common planted exotics, as time permits. Regrettably, 
Manitoba shrubs are too numerous to include in this workshop.

Morels and otHer FUNgi
Instructor: Dr. David Punter, Retired Professor 
of Botany at the University of Manitoba
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2012
Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the spring while most 
other fungi can be found in late August and September. Partici-
pants in this workshop will begin learning to identify mushrooms 
in time for the morel season. A field trip will be offered in the late 
summer.

tHe WeatHer –  
it’s a NeW gaMe oUt tHere
Help Your Perennial garden learn to live through it
Instructor: Charlotte Tataryn, Landscape Designer
Date: Tuesday, May 1, 2012
Nature is all about change and gardening through whatever 
surprises are in store. Help ensure your trees, shrubs and 
perennials will thrive despite an ever-changing climate. After 
three years of rain followed by a drought, annual lovers are 
beginning to question their expense and lack-lustre perfor-
mance. Perennial gardeners are watching their once healthy 
plants, shrubs and trees suffer – some lost to disease and others 
dying without any “apparent” reason – and not understanding 
why or how. Better knowledge will help give all your perennials, 
soft and woody, the best odds to survive our unpredictable 
winters and springs and help save you time, money and frustra-
tion. Whether you’re a seasoned veteran, just tired of browning 
cedars, planting petunias and marigolds, are fed up with trying 
to keep the grass green, or have just dug yourself a space to 
garden and don’t know what to do with all that dirt or what to 
plant in it... this is the workshop for you.

aNts
Instructor:  Dr. Bill Preston, Retired Curator of Reptiles, 
Amphibians and Fishes at the Manitoba Museum
Date:  Tuesday, May 8, 2012
This presentation will include some of the more interesting 
aspects of about 60 ant species found in Manitoba as well as in 
other areas. Ant biology and ant behaviour will be included, as 
well as methods of ant study.
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See the experienced 
sales staff at Photo 

Central for...

Friendly Service  
& Expert Advice!

• Cameras
• Binoculars
• Accessories

• Photo Copies
• Photo Courses

• Film Developing

FREE PARKING!

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1G4
Phone: (204) 943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba 

The Objectives of Nature Manitoba are to: 
• Foster an awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 

and an understanding of humanity’s place therein; 
• Provide an association and voice for those interested in natural 

history and the outdoors, and cooperate with individuals and 
organizations with similar goals; 

• Arrange educational and recreational programs and field trips to 
promote an understanding of the natural environment; 

• Stimulate research and record and preserve data and material in 
natural history and allied subjects; 

• Work for the preservation of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Receipts for income tax purposes are issued 
for amounts in excess of membership.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

NAture MANItoBA Store

www.naturemanitoba.ca


