
by Jerry Ameis

In early August of this year, four Nature Manitoba pad-
dlers [Jerry Ameis (leader), Dustin Ameis, Les McCann, 
and Don Himbeault] went on a 6-day canoe trip that 

began and ended at Davidson Lake in Nopiming Park. We 
ventured as far as Trapline Lake in northwest Ontario. We 
were ambitious on day 1, travelling all the way to Trapline. 
This involved a distance of 20 km and 9 portages.

Trapline is a long, narrow and deep clear lake with a cluster 
of islands at its west end. A number of beaches are scattered 
along the north shore. We explored the lake up to the 
narrows just before the east section of the lake. We were 
hoping to find a way north that involved travelling up one 
of two possible creeks. Unfortunately the low water levels  
in the creeks ended our plans of exploring the lake country 
north of Trapline.

While exploring, we saw what we at first thought was a 
caribou swimming from an island to the mainland. When 
the caribou reached the shore it morphed into a black bear 
that scurried away into the forest without stopping to look 
at us. Perhaps the bear was shy or our aroma was not 
enticing enough.

After three days, we left Trapline and 
made our way to Bain Lake. We 
wanted to head back to Davidson at a 
more leisurely pace. Bain Lake is one of 
those popular destinations for weekend 
canoeists. It is an interesting lake with 
low rock shelves at its eastern end and 
much higher terrain at its western end. 
The preferred camping spot is on a low 
peninsula that juts out into the lake 
near the entrance to the narrows 
before the large eastern bay. Luckily no 
one was home at that spot. We stayed 
for two nights, enjoying the beauty of 
our surroundings.

Cooked rice, noodles, oatmeal and the 
like are the typical leftover food after a 
meal. There are varied opinions about 
what to do with such leftovers when 
canoeing in Shield Country. Packing 
out the remains of a meal is reasonable 

if you are on a day trip. On longer trips, having decaying 
food stored in a packsack is an invitation to bears and an 
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s The west end of Bain Lake 
in Ontario, close to the 
Manitoba border and 
Nopiming Park.
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President’s Corner
by Roger Turenne

Election Loser: The Environment
I have two fond memories of the recent provincial 
election. One is the fun I had being a talking head, 
analyzing the campaign for Radio-Canada. The other 
was the glorious late summer/early fall weather which 
offset the dreariness of that campaign. There may have 
been a time when elections provided an opportunity to 
debate major issues. No longer. Otherwise there might 
have been at least a passing mention of one of the major challenges confronting 
governments: climate change.

The environment was missing in action during the election. The greater the urgency 
of dealing with climate change, the less the politicians – and even the media – want 
to talk about it. Did you know there was actually an all-party debate on the environ-
ment? You’re forgiven if you didn’t. The event was barely publicized. It was held at 
the same time as a leaders debate, and none of the papers reported on it. So here’s 
what transpired.

The government representative was Labour Minister Jennifer Howard. She stated 
that the NDP had two major environmental priorities for the coming years:  
(1) sending Bipole III down the West side and (2) saving Lake Winnipeg. The latter is 
certainly an important and worthwhile objective but it has no impact on climate 
change. From an environmental perspective, the former is probably a wash.

That’s it? From a government that was once 
considered one of the leaders on the continent in 
taking climate change seriously? One might have 
expected the Official Opposition to take them to 
task. Not so. The Progressive-Conservative 
representative, Heather Stefanson, managed to 
get through the whole two-and-a-half-hour debate 
without making a single substantive criticism of 
the government – it was probably the friendliest debate of the campaign.

The most pointed critiques came from the two parties with no chance of forming 
government: the Liberals and the Greens. Those two parties are also the only ones 
that dealt seriously with environmental issues in their party platforms. That is to be 
expected from the Greens. As for the Liberals, this reflects leader Jon Gerrard’s 
personal commitment and understanding of environmental issues. His platform even 
included an item on establishing the Manitoba Lowlands National Park! 

Green Party leader James Beddome was on home turf, had a friendly audience, 
showed considerable debating skills, and easily won the debate – to such a degree 
that Liberal representative Paul Hesse graciously suggested that it would be good if 
Beddome actually got elected. He didn’t of course, but Jon Gerrard did, and that’s a 
good thing. At least we can count on one member of the Legislature to try to hold the 
government accountable on environmental questions. 

As of this writing, we still don’t know who the new Conservation Minister will be. In 
his last months in office, departing Minister Bill Blaikie made considerable progress 
in areas of interest to Nature Manitoba, notably the creation of Fisher Bay and Little 
Limestone Lake Provincial Parks. But the boundaries of these parks need to be 
expanded, and Nature Manitoba and the Manitoba chapter of CPAWS will be request-
ing a meeting with the new minister as soon as we find out who it is.

We have no illusions: protecting the environment will continue to be a tough slog. 
The political class in Manitoba has decided that the environment is not a vote getter. 
They may well be right. The Free Press took a survey to rank the issues of most 
concern to Manitobans. The environment was not low on this list – it wasn’t even on 
the list. We have our work cut out for us.
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Gerry Recksiedler
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Welcome New Members!
August 15th - October 14th, 2011:

Elaine Henderson
Abbeygail Hibi &  

Richard Thomas Wood
Ted & Linda Holloway

Loretta Kampeas
Alerry Lavitt
Karen Lind

Georgia MacDonald
Sharon Mah

Kelsey Molloy
Scott & Robin Potter
John & Shyla Pattie

Sydney Toni

Encounters  
of the

Natural
Kind

Please send us your short 
stories (approximately 300-500 
words) of interesting encounters 
with Manitoba nature, whether 

from your backyard or out 
in the field. Accompanying 

photos appreciated!

A moose at Riding 
Mountain National 
Park last fall. 

C
hristian A

rtuso

Gerry Recksiedler had lots of room 
to roam around in nature from his 
hometown of Grand Marais, 

Manitoba. He can recall exploring the 
marshes of the area and noticing the 
various birds, although he didn’t know 
their names. When he was 18 he moved 
to Winnipeg, and tried being a mail-boy, a 
log scaler, and an Engineering student, 
but it was Teacher Training College that 
he stuck with. 

Maureen grew up in Winnipeg, and 
although her family had tried doing some 
camping, the experiences always went 
badly. She completed her Bachelor’s of 
Education at the Teacher Training College 
– and it was at French class on Saturday 
mornings where Gerry and Maureen met. 
Both were frequently late, and they would 
wait for the other late students so that 
they could enter together. Maureen got 
her first teaching job in Narcisse, Mani-
toba, where she had a bit more contact 
with nature – she can even remember a 
student that used a dog-sled to get to 
school.

They eventually moved to St. James 
together and both found teaching jobs in 
the city. They married two years later, and 
two years after that, they joined CUSO to 
teach overseas in Africa. They were placed 
in Zambia, where they had a challenging 
yet inspiring time, and learned much 
about the country’s struggles. They were 
able to travel and explore the backcoun-

try, including some of the game reserves. 
They can recall a game guard taking them 
for a walk outside of their vehicle, and 
leading them unknowingly into a pride of 
lions. The game guard sprinted back to 
the vehicle, with his gun, leaving Gerry 
and Maureen where they were. Luckily 
the lions weren’t hungry.

After their work overseas, they moved 
back to St. James, yet found themselves 
more drawn to the countryside than the 
city. They bought a piece of property near 
Stonewall in 1971 and built a house, 
where they still live today. They began 
exploring the outdoors on their own, 
mainly canoeing and skiing, but found 
they needed to learn more outdoor skills, 
so some friends mentioned the MNS as a 
resource. It wasn’t too long before they 
were asked to start leading trips them-
selves.

They have canoed many rivers, including 
the Nahanni, the Thlewiaza, and the 
Horton, and have also helped establish 
several backcountry ski and hiking trails. 
They’ve both assisted John Buchanan on 
some of his canoeing expeditions de-
scribed in his book Canoeing Manitoba 
Rivers. They’ve served on the board of 
Nature Manitoba, remain active Grey 
Hares, and still enjoy leading a trip now 
and then. And if you are heading to 
Mexico with some spare time, make sure 
you pick up Gerry’s recently published 
book, Mexico Trials.

Maureen & Gerry
 Recksiedler
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FREE Tote Bag on 
orders of $25 or more!

People passionate about nature

www.naturemanitoba.ca

Nature  
Manitoba
T-Shirts

B
ack

Nature MaNItoba Store

Nature Manitoba Publications 
 » The Birds of Manitoba ($63.95)
 » Finding Birds in Southern Manitoba ($20)
 » 620 Wild Plants of North America ($80)
 » Naturescape ($24.95)

Turnstone Press 
 » Beavers Eh to Bea ($13)
 » Pond Memories: More Tales from a  

Wildlife Rehabilitator ($15)
 » Kabloona in the Yellow Kayak ($20)
 » Marshwalker ($16)
 » Stand the Sacred Tree ($18)
 » Raised by the River ($13)
 » Lakes, Lures and Lodges ($15)
 » Running With the Caribou ($14)
 » Hollow Water ($15)
 » Bugs, Sweat, & Fears ($13)
 » Be Wolf ($21)

Heartland Publishing 
 » Wild West: Nature Living on the 

Edge ($30)
 » Exploring the Fur Trade Routes of 

North America ($27)
 » Pelicans to Polar Bears ($13)
 » Mistehay Sakahegan –  

The Great Lake ($24)
 » The Land Where the Sky Begins ($27)
 » Magical, Mysterious Lake of the Woods ($27)
 » Wapusk – White Bear of the North ($22)
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Black & white 
(with red canoe). 
9 sizes and style 
to choose from.

Only $20.

Mantario  
GET CANOED 

T-Shirts

Front Back

Front Back

Sand color, with  
color logo. 4 sizes to 

choose from.

Only $15.

Nature Manitoba is taking orders for the following books and 
t-shirts. These books include a special discount from their 
retail price, and there is no tax! A portion of all proceeds go 
to Nature Manitoba.

To place your order, contact the office at 943-9029 or email 
info@naturemanitoba.ca. You can also find more information 

and place your order online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Shipping charges will apply, or you can arrange to pick them 
up at an upcoming Discovery Evening (see pages 18-19) or 
from our office in the Exchange District (#401 - 63 Albert St, 
Monday to Friday between 10am-3pm).
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Roseau River Trip 
by Les McCann

Above: Maureen Recksiedler (left), 
Gerry Recksiedler (centre, our trip 
leader), Alain Louer (right), Jarod 
Matwiy (background) and myself 

went canoeing on the Roseau 
River on June 19. It is great river 
for those feeling ready for a level 

up from the Assiniboine River.

The Roseau River in the spring 
has its relaxing moments (top 
right)...but also moments that 

require a little maneuvering (right).

Coming off of the sand dunes at Spirit Sands, on an 
October 1 hike at Spruce Woods Provincial Park.
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opportunity for a messy accident while portaging. You could 
burn leftovers but that is not usually possible when canoe-
ing in Manitoba’s wilderness because you are not allowed to 
make a fire except in a fire pit provided by the province, 
and you don’t find too many of those pits in the boonies. 
Burying leftover food near where you are camped is not a 
good idea either. Shield Country soil is usually shallow or 
non-existent, with just a layer of moss over rock. Ripping up 
the moss is not sound environmental practice.

If you did bury leftovers in shallow soil or under moss, this 
is a clarion call to bears that the deli counter is open for 
business. Once a bear learns that a particular camping spot 
is a source of food it will become a problem bear. The fault 
lies with people, not the bear. It is simply doing what comes 
naturally in its home turf – looking for food in order to live 
another day.

The best place for leftovers in Shield Country is in the lake. 
Minnows and crawfish appreciate the calories and nutrients, 
as do two other creatures. We met them on 
the morning of day 5.

As we were walking towards the shoreline 
to wash our dishes and pots, a large 
snapping turtle appeared. It “inched” its 
way towards us, well past the typical 
comfort distance that one might expect from a turtle in the 
wild. It seemed to be looking for something. Its tail and 
head were poking high out of the water. As we washed our 
dishes and pots by the shoreline, a process that involves 
casting leftover food into the lake, the snapper came closer 

still. It came close enough to feed by hand and, without a 
never-you-mind, it began to clean up the food scraps 
scattered on the underwater rock shelf. Then came the 
second creature – a painted turtle. It seemed unafraid of the 
snapper, crawling part way up its tail for a short while. The 
two turtles proceeded to gobble up the scattered remains of 

our meal, ignoring our presence. The 
painted turtle did get nervous when the 
snapping turtle turned its attention to it 
rather than to the food remnants. When 
that happened, the painted turtle retreated 
into deeper water but eventually came back 

to continue enjoying the leftovers.

What is the moral of this event? It looks like the two turtles 
had become habituated to people. People were not a threat 
to them. Rather they associated us with food. I suspect that 
many of the folks who had camped at the peninsula had fed 
the turtles, either intentionally or by “doing the dishes”. The 
snapper somehow recognized our presence even before we 
threw leftovers into the lake. People meant food to it. So on 
it came for the banquet.

Is this a good thing or bad thing? The turtles, if they could 
talk, would certainly tell us that an easy meal is a good 
thing. I think I’ll agree with their viewpoint. On the other 
hand, if the creatures were bears or crocodiles, I just might 
not think it was a good thing.

We left the morning of day 6. The air was filled with smoke 
from fires in northwest Ontario, making it difficult to see 
much further than 100 metres. The visibility improved later 
on as we travelled towards Davidson Lake. We met a couple 
on a portage between Bain and Reynar, headed somewhere 
north. We didn’t bother to tell them about the creatures of 
Bain Lake. It is always nice to get a pleasant surprise in 
Shield Country.

We reached the Davidson landing around 3pm. After 
loading the cars and taking a bath in the lake, it was 
onwards to Lac du Bonnet for a “solid” meal. The trip was 
another Nature Manitoba success. Good company, good 
scenery, and a good time for all – including the turtles.

The Voracious Creatures of Bain Lake
(...continued from page 1)
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“It looks like the two 
turtles had become 

habituated to people.”

The snapper 
coming out of 
the water to 
get hand fed.

The painted 
turtle crawling 
up the rear of 

the snapper (a 
bit hard to 

discern).

The water levels on this creek 
entering Trapline from the north 

were too low to be navigable.

Jerry A
m

eis
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Birding in Flooded Southwestern Manitoba in Early June 2011
Photos by Donna Danyluk

A washed-out road south of 
Lyleton – the straight line 

through the water is the culvert!

Dennis Fast and Ian Ward view the flooding at Coulter 
Park, at the junction of the Souris and Antler Rivers.

The swallows were not deterred from nesting under  
the eaves of the old stone building at Coulter Park.

Equally undeterred, after hearing a grosbeak 
(possible black-headed?), Dennis and Ian wade 
into the Souris covering Road 12N south of Melita.
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Dragonflies & Damselflies  
in the Hand 

Book Review  
by Peter Taylor 

I used to complain that dragonflies and damselflies were 
fascinating but inaccessible, because of the lack of field 
guides. That is no longer a valid complaint (or excuse) 

and this volume is one of several that are now fighting for 
space on my shelves, already overladen with books on birds 
and butterflies.

The authors’ stated purposes are “to add to the increasing 
popularity of dragonflies and damselflies as subjects of 
study and to advance their use as sentinel species for 
detecting environmental change”. These aims are ably met 
in an attractive package that includes about 200 photo-
graphic images and over 40 pages of drawings and keys. 
The clearly written text uses the necessary minimum of 
technical terms, all well-explained when introduced and 
included in a glossary.

The book’s scope is an ecological region, the western boreal 
forest, rather than a geopolitical entity such as Saskatch-
ewan; it thus covers a broad swath of some of the less 
populous portions of the three Prairie Provinces. A map 
clearly outlines the main ecozones within this region. There 
are no individual distribution maps, but notes in the species 

accounts give a sense of any 
trend to north or south, east  
or west.

The region is home to 13 
damselfly and 36 dragonfly 
species (collectively, odo-
nates), plus a number of what 
the authors call “fringe 
species” – mostly insects with 

more southerly or easterly ranges that peter out at the edge 
of the boreal forest. The total of 49 regular species is 
roughly half the Manitoba provincial list, and includes one 
western dragonfly (the Pale Snaketail) that has yet to be 
recorded in Manitoba.

Introductory sections inform us about the life cycle of 
odonates, their roles as both predators and prey in the 
boreal ecosystem, and their adaptation to a harsh regime of 
long winters and brief summers. General tips on observa-
tion, identification, and photography are provided. Five 
landscape photographs show examples of boreal wetland 

types, and there is a representative photo of exuviae, the 
larval casings that remain after metamorphosis. The identifi-
cation to species of such remains is a challenge beyond the 
book’s scope.

Each species account has three sections: a description to 
help with identification details, a brief statement of the 
preferred habitat, and notes on similar species, relative 
rarity or abundance, distribution, or behaviour. Illustrations 

Dragonflies and Damselflies in the Hand: An 
Identification Guide to Boreal Forest Odonates in 
Saskatchewan and Adjacent Regions, by Gordon 

Hutchings and David Halstead. Nature Saskatchewan 
Special Publication No. 29, 158 pages, $24.95.

Available from Nature Saskatchewan: email 
info@naturesask.ca, call (306) 780-9273 or mail 

206 - 1860 Lorne St., Regina, SK  S4P 2L7.

“... an attractive 
package that 

includes about 200 
photographic images 
and over 40 pages of 
drawings and keys.”
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typically show hand-held specimens, 
carefully posed with key identifying features 
in sharp focus against an unobtrusive 
background. There are also many photo-
graphs of unrestrained insects, plus close-
ups or crops of key anatomical details. The 
latter are mostly grouped on separate pages, 
with clear cross-referencing from the species 
accounts. A three-page bibliography pro-
vides guidance for further reading, and 
there is a helpful seasonal key to flight 
periods.

For anyone spending time north of the 
Winnipeg River or aspen parkland regions, 
this book will be an excellent field compan-
ion. For anyone whose focus is a little 
farther south, or who simply can’t resist 
good nature books with Manitoba content, it 
will be a valuable addition to the bookshelf. 
It is good to see Nature Saskatchewan’s long 
tradition of natural history publication 
progressing so well into the 21st century.

by Susan McLarty, Office Administrator

Nature Manitoba’s giant garage sale is an annual spring 
event that takes place at the Westminster United Church 

located at the corner of Sherbrook and Westminster. The 
general perception among our membership is that this 
volunteer coordinator position is time intensive and difficult, 
so I’m laying out the description of what goes 
into the organization of this event. You’ll come 
to realize that the task of Garage Sale Coordi-
nator isn’t so bad after all. There is also a 
detailed guide at the office to help you with 
the finer points of running a garage sale.  

The office’s responsibilities: 

 » books the hall according to the date the Garage Sale 
Coordinator chooses and the availability of the church;

 » does all of the advertisements in the newspapers, internet, 
church billboard, etc.;

 » ensures that all donated items that are delivered to the 
Nature Manitoba office are transported to the church;

 » mails the coordinator a float cheque for $500;

 » maintains the box of supplies.

Garage Sale Coordinator’s responsibilities:

 » Friday evening set up: 6:00pm to 9:30pm;

 » Saturday morning sale: 9:30am to 12:00am. Volunteers 
arrive at hall for 9:00am;

 » Find approximately 30 volunteers (22 volunteers from the 
last sale have stated a willingness to help out with this 
spring’s garage sale). I bet you’re thinking that you don’t 
know enough people to approach for volunteering. Well, the 

solution is to ask Susan for the membership list and start 
phoning strangers that have at least two things in common 
with you: They are fellow members of Nature Manitoba who 
also love the great outdoors. Most people want to help and 
do their share in supporting Nature Manitoba but are 
reluctant to step forward. A telephone call stirs them to 

action. E-mail is not very effective in the hunt 
for volunteers;

 » Pick up the box of supplies from the office. 
If you need more supplies, ask the office to 
purchase them;

 » Phone the Westminster United Church 
Events Coordinator and remind him that you 
will need to set up 24 tables in the hall the 

evening before the Garage Sale. He will be at the church at 
6:00pm to show you where they are located. NOTE: Six 
healthy volunteers will be needed from 6:00pm to 6:30pm to 
carry the tables downstairs and set up the hall.

 » Find 2 volunteers with trucks, vans, or a trailer to trans-
port the unsold items to Pembina Value Village immediately 
following the garage sale. Advise Pembina Value Village a 
week prior to the sale and ask them to have someone 
available to help offload the vehicles.

 » The following week, deliver the box of supplies and the 
money collected to the office (rolling the coins is not neces-
sary).

That’s it in a nutshell. As far as pricing goes, and this is the 
basic concern of many, no price is wrong. Each volunteer 
does his or her best at putting a reasonable price tag on the 
item at hand. Strangers become friends as a result of two or 
more volunteers scratching their heads and coming up with 
the right price.

Garage Sale Coordinator WANTED (and NEEDED)

“You’ll come to 
realize that the 

task of Garage Sale 
Coordinator isn’t 
so bad after all.”
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To receive email updates for outdoor activities, please send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Canoe Trip to Mantario
Fri. october 28th -  
Tue. November 1st

Join Leigh on a trip to the Mantario 
Cabin. It may be cold weather, so be 
prepared. This it NOT a work party.

Contact Leigh Cullen at 791-0979 
(cell) or 878-3578 (home). [Rate 5]

Seine River City Hike
Sat. october 29th

Hike the Louis Riel Sr. and Bois des Esprits 
trails along the Seine River. 6-8 kms.
Contact Patrick Graham at 256-6939 
or patrickg46@yahoo.com. [Rate 1]

emerson Hike & Fall Dinner
Sun. october 30th

Explore the historic Dufferin Trail 
(part of the TransCanada Trail) and 
how the North West Mounted Police 

established the 49th parallel. Then to 
Emerson for their fall supper ($12).

Contact Rose at or 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mts.net. [Rate 2]

winnipeg Hike & Fall Dinner
Sat. November 5th

Join Alain Louer on a hike around the 
Seine and Red Rivers and the Waterfront 

area in Point Douglas, then onto the 
Belgian Club for their fall dinner ($10).

Contact Alain Louer at 235-1790 or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Ski at Shannondale
Mon. December 26th

Cross-country ski on the Shannondale trails 
(weather and conditions permitting).
Contact Alain Louer at 235-1790 or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2-3]

Assiniboine Forest & 
Fort whyte Hike

Tue. December 27th
Join us on our now 2nd annual hike 

through the forest, then onto the Fort 
Whyte restaurant for lunch. Approx. 
11km on well-groomed hiking trails.

Contact Rose at 338-9369 or 
rkuzina@mts.net. [Rate 2.0]

Trip Leader Forms
Nature Manitoba’s Trip Leader forms 
are available on our website, in the 
“Outdoor Activities” section under 
“Trip Leader Forms”. Please fill 

them out for every trip, and return 
them to the Nature Manitoba office. 

Contact the office if you would prefer 
paper copies mailed to you.

A rare view of a 
Porcupine out 

in the open.

C
hristian A

rtuso

More Outdoor Activities?
Due to the unpredictable weather 

of November/December (will 
there be snow?), there are fewer 

trips planned in advance. 

Stay tuned to our website for 
additional trips (click on “Outdoor 

Activities” or “Calendar”), or join our 
weekly email trip list by emailing 

triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.
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(Generally wednesdays)

Any Nature Manitoba members are 
welcome to join the Grey Hares on trips.

 
Hike the Southboine Trail

wed. November 2nd
Start 10:30-12:30ish. Approx. 6.5km.  
Meet on Elmvale across from houses 

numbered 42 & 46. Bring lunch.
Call Doris Orchyk at 837-6166. [Rate 2]

Cycle St.vital/St. Boniface
wed. November 9th

 Includes the new route along Lagimodiere 
and the new extension of the Seine River 
trail south of Shorehill on the west side of 
the Seine River. If conditions do not allow 
cycling we will hike a portion of this trail.
Sharron/Brian Bettess, 256-2248. [Rate 2]

winnipeg Art Gallery
wed. November 16th

Tour the William Kurelek Special 
Exhibit. Meet at 11:15am. Lunch at the 

Paddlewheel Restaurant afterwards. 
Book by Nov. 14. 

Phone John Gray at 269-1765. 

An easy Two Park walk
wed. November 23rd

 Tour historic Bruce Park, then cross the 
footbridge to Assiniboine Park. See the 
new park facilities and have lunch at 

the new, just opened (I hope), Qualico 
Family Centre. 2-3km at a slow pace.

 Phone Pat/John Gray at 269-176. [Rate 1]

Tour Manitoba Hydro Building
Mon. November 28th

 10:00am with lunch possible after.
Book by Nov. 20.

Call Doris Orchyk at 837-6166.

Hermetic Code Tour at the 
Manitoba Legislative Bldg.

Sun. December 11th
Meet at main entrance of Legisature at 

the security desk (450 Broadway). Cost/
person: is $39.30 (tour only includes all 
taxes & fees) or $59.25 (tour plus the 
Hermetic Code book). Pay in advance 
to Doris. Dress appropriately for the 

weather as part of the tour is outside. 
Book by Dec. 1.

Call Doris Orchyk at 837-6166.  

Sandilands Day Ski
wed. December 21st

Day ski trip to the forested ski trails of 
Sandilands east of Steinbach. Approx. 

20km. An easy ski is possible if someone 
is willing to lead a leisurely group. 

Contact Gerry Recksiedler at 467-8518 or 
by email at grecks@xplornet.ca. [Rate 2-3]

Ski the Trails of Bird’s Hill Park.
wed. December 28th

 Gentle trails of varying lengths (10-
20km) with warming huts. An easy 
ski is possible if someone is willing 

to lead a leisurely group. Lunch 
possible at Pine Ridge Hollow.

Phone Marilyn Hearn at 895-4659  
at least a day ahead of time 

to book the lunch. [Rate 2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice:  Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate:  Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced:  Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced:  Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening.  
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Lake winnipeg Beaches
Sat. November 5th

Late fall is a good time to look for lingering 
waterfowl, raptors and gulls along the 
beaches of southeast Lake Winnipeg. 

Winter passerines, such as Snow Buntings 
and redpolls, should also be present.
Contact Garry Budyk at 667-1062 for 

information or to register. [Rate 1]

winnipeg River outing
Sat. December 3rd

This is your chance to get a start on your 
winter list. We hope to see lingering 
waterfowl, such as Long-tailed Duck 
and Harlequin Duck, or rare gulls.

Call Peter Taylor at  
204-753-2977 to register. [Rate 1]

winnipeg 2011  
Christmas Bird Count

Sun. December 18th
This is a great opportunity to see some 

wintering birds in the city. Join tens 
of thousands of other birders across 
North America in this event and help 
contribute to our knowledge of winter 
bird distribution. A potluck dinner and 

compiling session will be held afterwards.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 661-0763 for 

details or to register. [Rate 1]

Note: If you are not in Winnipeg, but 
would still like to be involved in the 

Christmas Bird Count, see page 15 for 
your local contact information.
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by Gordon Grieef

The 2011 Fall Hawk Watch took 
place on September 10 with nine 
groups participating. The early 

morning temperature of 15°C rose to 
31°C making it undoubtedly the 
warmest Hawk Watch day in the 33 
years since they began in 1979. The 
warm temperatures brought out 
beach-goers in droves but it was 
certainly detrimental to seeing lots of 
birds.

This year, 12 species of hawks were 
seen, which is one under the average 
over the 33 years. The total count of 
458 hawks was about 100 birds under 
the long-term average. Turkey Vulture 
numbers were below their long-term 
average of 107 birds due mainly to the 
almost total lack of birds near the 
Brightstone Hutterite Colony northeast 
of Beausejour. There was an incredible 
drop in Bald Eagle numbers, down to 
27 birds from last year’s record high 
count of 85 birds. The long-term 
average is 19 birds but numbers had 
been steadily increasing until this year. 
Northern Harrier and Red-tailed Hawk 
numbers were both at about 80% of 
their long-term averages. American 
Kestrels experienced a substantial drop 
in numbers as compared to the last 
couple of years, with a total that is 
about 60% of their 33-year average. 
The counts of all other raptor species 
were generally in line with their 
long-term averages.

Over the course of the day the eleven 
groups tallied 151 species, including 
the 12 species of raptors. This is just 
below the long-term average of 155 

species over the 26 years that I have 
been keeping track of all species seen. 
This year, Eastern Screech-Owl and 
Say’s Phoebe were added to the 
combined list for the 26 years to bring 
it to 257 species.

The following is a brief description of 
the areas covered, the participants and 
some of their more interesting sight-
ings.

AREA 1 – Rob Parsons, Liis Veelma 
and Jo Swartz visited Carman, 
Morden, the Pembina River Valley near 
Windygates and Manitou. They saw 
over 650 Barn Swallows and 1000 
Brewer’s Blackbirds  They found the 
first ever Say’s Phoebe that has been 
seen on a Hawk Watch. They had the 
only Eared Grebe and Pileated Wood-
pecker seen by any of the groups. 
Their day’s count was 74 species.

AREA 2 – The area south and west of 
Portage la Prairie on both sides of the 
Assiniboine River was covered by 
Katharine Schulz, Dan Stirling, Stuart 
Oikawa and Cathy Dewar. Katharine 
noted that they saw an Eastern King-
bird feeding a juvenile on a wire. 
Normally, most Eastern Kingbirds have 
headed south by this time of year. They 
also saw 3 Red-headed Woodpeckers 
and 4 Eastern Bluebirds. They saw 50 
species over the course of the day.

AREA 3 – The Lynch Point to Delta 
area was covered by Garry Budyk, 
Gene Walz and John Weier. They had 
the only Willet, California Gull, 
Philadelphia Vireo, Cliff Swallow and 
House Wren reported by any of the 
groups. They saw 58 Great Egrets at 
Lynch Point and the Delta area.  Garry 
reported that they saw 13 species of 
shorebirds. Their total for the day was 
104 species.

AREA 4 – Marlene Waldron, Ward 
Christianson and Brad Carey covered 
the Shoal Lakes and St. Ambroise 
areas. They saw 123 Great Egrets, 55 
Mourning Doves and 44 American 
Goldfinches during the day. They had 
the only Caspian Tern, Yellow-throated 
Vireo and Northern Waterthrush seen 
by any or the groups. Their total for 
the day was 91 species.

AREA 5 – Ken Gardner covered the 
Grosse Isle and Grant’s Lake area and 
along the east side of East and North 
Shoal Lakes and as far north as 

2011 Fall Hawk Watch

A migrating Wilson’s 
Snipe shows off its 

distinctive underwing 
pattern while preening.
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SPECIES Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Area 6 Area 7 Area 8 Area 9 Totals
Carman Winnipeg Lynch St. Amb. Grosse OHM BHP Pine Ile des
Windy- Portage Point Shoal Isle Hecla Victoria Falls Chenes
gates la Prairie Delta Lake Shoal L. Island Beach Elma

Turkey Vulture 1 8 2 4 8 45 20 88
Osprey 1 1 3 5
Bald Eagle 3 2 1 5 3 3 1 5 4 27
Northern Harrier 8 2 8 6 7 6 1 7 1 46
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 4 1 49 55
Cooper's Hawk 2 3 4 1 1 11
Broad-winged Hawk 1 1 1 3
Swainson's Hawk 2 1 2 4 1 1 1 1 13
Red-tailed Hawk 22 15 10 22 5 19 4 13 11 121
American Kestrel 3 12 6 3 2 6 3 30 5 70
Merlin 6 1 1 2 3 1 2 1 1 18
Peregrine Falcon 1 1
Total Species 8 8 9 7 8 10 10 8 8 12
Total Individuals 46 43 36 43 24 94 25 103 44 458

Inwood. Ken saw 7 Eastern Phoebes 
and 23 Eastern Bluebirds. He was the 
only person to see an Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Sedge Wren, Ovenbird, 
Wilson’s Warbler or Rusty Blackbird. 
He also saw an American Black Duck 
that had just been shot by a hunter. His 
day’s count was 84 species.

AREA 6 – Oak Hammock Marsh and 
the west shore of Lake Winnipeg from 
Matlock to the south end of Hecla 
Island were covered by myself and 
Andy Courcelles. Unlike Ken Gardner, 
we found a live American Black Duck.  
We had the only Black-bellied Plover, 
American Golden-Plover, American 

Avocet, Marbled Godwit, Wilson’s 
Phalarope, Purple Martin, Blackpoll 
Warbler and LeConte’s Sparrow seen 
by any of the groups. The majority of 
our 49 Sharp-shinned Hawks were 
seen at the playing field at Whytewold.  
Our total count for the day was 81 
species.

AREA 7 – Birds Hill Park, Gull Lake 
and Patricia, Grand and Victoria 
Beaches were visited by Nella Schmidt, 
James Whitelaw and Ron Dueck. They 
saw nearly 1700 Ring-billed Gulls, 34 
Blue Jays and 43 American Gold-
finches. Their day’s count was 54 
species.

AREA 8 – The Beausejour, Alegra, 
Brightstone, Lac du Bonnet, St. 
Georges, Pine Falls and Stead areas 
were the territory of Rudolf Koes, Peter 
Taylor and Jerry Weshnoweski. As in 
past years, they had the highest counts 
of Turkey Vultures, Bald Eagles and 
American Kestrels of any of the groups.  
They had the only Swainson’s Thrush 
and House Finch seen by any of the 
groups. When he returned home, 
Rudolf had an Eastern Screech-Owl 
calling in his yard. During the course 
of the day they tallied 60 species.

AREA 9 – The area from Winnipeg 
and Ile des Chenes east to Dugald and 
Elma was covered by Ryan Porteous, Al 
Mickey, Lars Jansson and Ron Austin.  
They counted 60 Black-billed Magpies, 
so it would appear that this species has 
recovered from their decline caused by 
West Nile virus. They had the only 
Gray Jay and Peregrine Falcon re-
corded by any of the groups. Their 
day’s total was 50 species.

The regular table of sightings on the 
following page covers August and 
September with a few catch-up sight-
ings from June and July.

If you have some unusual bird sightings 
send them to me at ggrieef@mts.net, or 
mail them to 31 Kara Cove, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R2N 3C2.

2011 Fall Hawk watch Results

A few geese beginning to lift, then more, then even 
more... September 25 at Oak Hammock Marsh.
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Ross's Goose 22 Sep 14 11 Lac du Bonnet P. Taylor
Harlequin Duck 4 Sep 7 11 Hecla Island A. Courcelles, R. Staniforth, D. Johnston
Bufflehead 2 Sep 25 11 Churchill D. Britton
Double-crested Cormorant 400+ imm. Aug 15 11 Whitewater Lake K. De Smet
Great Blue Heron 12 Aug 6 11 East & North Shoal Lakes K. Gardner
Great Egret 60+ Aug 6 11 East Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Great Egret 13 Aug 7 11 Whitewater Lake J., S. & G. Grieef
Great Egret 50 Aug 14 11 Dog Lake R. Koes, P. Taylor
Great Egret 63 Aug 28 11 Langruth A. Davis
Great Egret 51 Sep 2-3 11 Whitewater Lake G. & J. Fox
Snowy Egret 1 Aug 2 11 Whitewater Lake G. Budyk, J. Weier
Snowy Egret 1 ad + 5 imm. Aug 15 11 Whitewater Lake K. De Smet
Snowy Egret 5 Sep 6 11 Whitewater Lake M. Yorke, M. Reid
Little Blue Heron 3 Aug 15 11 Whitewater Lake K. De Smet
Cattle Egret 26 Aug 7 11 Whitewater Lake J., S. & G. Grieef
Cattle Egret 19 Sep 2-3 11 Whitewater Lake G. & J. Fox
White-faced Ibis 5 Aug 7 11 Whitewater Lake J., S. & G. Grieef
White-faced Ibis 34 Sep 2-3 11 Whitewater Lake G. & J. Fox
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Sep 18 11 Churchill D. Britton
Swainson's Hawk 1 Sep 28 11 Stonewall K. Gardner
Red-tailed Hawk 1 Sep 18 11 Churchill D. Britton
Ferruginous Hawk 1 Aug 7 11 Margaret J., S. & G. Grieef
Ferruginous Hawk 1 Aug 7 11 Deloraine J., S. & G. Grieef
Golden Eagle 1 Sep 2-3 11 Whitewater Lake G. & J. Fox
Merlin 4 Aug 23 11 Oak Hammock Marsh K. Gardner
Prairie Falcon 1 Aug 18 11 Oak Hammock Marsh K. Gardner
Sandhill Crane 600 Aug 14 11 Ste. Rose du Lac R. Koes, P. Taylor
Solitary Sandpiper 8 Aug 28 11 Winnipeg R. Koes
Ruddy Turnstone 1 Aug 3 11 Oak Hammock Marsh G. Grieef
Least Sandpiper 3 Sep 28 11 Oak Hammock Marsh G. Grieef
Pectoral Sandpiper 8 Sep 25 11 Churchill D. Britton
Stilt Sandpiper 180 Sep 28 11 Oak Hammock Marsh G. Grieef
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 150 Aug 17 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Clarke, R. Porteous
Short-billed Dowitcher 1 Sep 25 11 Churchill D. Britton
Long-billed Dowitcher 4 Sep 25 11 Churchill D. Britton
Red-necked Phalarope 1000 Sep 1 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. & D. Staniforth, D. Johnston
Sabine's Gull 1 Sep 15 11 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Thayer's Gull 7 Aug 28 11 Churchill R. Staniforth, D. Johnston
Iceland Gull 1 Aug 30 11 Churchill R. Staniforth, D. Johnston
Black-billed Cuckoo 4 Jun 29 11 Thalberg area R. Koes
Snowy Owl (released bird?) 1 Sep 9 11 Dufresne B. Krosney
Common Nighthawk 1 Sep 21 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Whip-poor-will 1 Jul 14 11 Sassaginnigak Lake R. Koes
Rufous Hummingbird 1 Sep 28 11 Winnipeg S. Versluis
Olive-sided Flycatcher 1 Aug 6 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Warbling Vireo 1 Sep 22 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Philadelphia Vireo 1 Sep 27 11 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
House Wren 1 Sep 28 11 Oak Hammock Marsh G. Grieef
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Aug 15 11 Hillside Beach G. & D. Budyk
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 Sep 25 11 Churchill D. Britton
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Sep 5 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Parsons
Northern Cardinal 2 Aug 21 11 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Cardinal 1 Sep 4 11 Gillam M. Turnbull
Northern Cardinal 2+ Sep 9 11 Winkler area R. Klassen
Northern Cardinal 1 Sep 9 11 Winnipeg C. Curtis Hernandez
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 Sep 27 11 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Bobolink 120+ Aug 28 11 Oak Hammock Marsh R. Koes
Orchard Oriole 8 Jul 6 11 Warren area R. Koes
Red Crossbill 1 Jul 14 11 Sassaginnigak Lake R. Koes
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BIRD TOUR  
of Los Tuxtlas,  

Veracruz, 
Mexico
A greAt  

introduction  
to tropicAl 

birding!
Join Carolyn Curtis Hernandez, 
a long-time Manitoba birder, in 
an 8-day birding tour of Los 

Tuxtlas Biosphere Reserve in 
Veracruz, Mexico. The expansive 
reserve consists of coastal plains, 

mangroves, montane forest, 
rainforest and Lake Catemaco. 
Some of the sought after bird 

families include toucans, parrots, 
hummingbirds, woodcreepers, 

tropical flycatchers, tanagers and 
our own neotropical migrants 
on their wintering grounds. 
Carolyn has regularly birded 
the area for ten years and is 
eager to introduce others to 

the beauty of Lake Catemaco 
and the Sierra de Los Tuxtlas.
A trip is planned for MARCH 
10-18, 2012  with another to 
follow in October 2012. For 

details, please call Carolyn at 
(204) 489-2483 or e-mail to 

chernandez@shaw.ca.

Christmas Bird Counts

The Christmas Bird Count season is upon us. The fee, as set by the 
National Audubon Society, remains at $5.00 for all field participants and 
is tax-deductible thanks to Bird Studies Canada. This applies to all 

counts, although the fee is waived for those under 18, and members of Bird 
Studies Canada.

Count period is from December 14 to January 5. To get involved, or for 
additional information on any of the counts listed below, please call the 
compiler. Dates are not known for most counts at press time (although 
Brandon & Winnipeg will probably be held on December 18, the first Sunday 
of count period) thus it’s best to contact the compiler well in advance of count 
period. Updates may be available on Nature Manitoba’s website and the 
ManitobaBirds yahoo group.

 » Balmoral – Jim & Patsy Duncan (467-8857) 
 » Brandon – Cal Cuthbert (1 204 867-5981) 
 » Brokenhead – Peggy Kasuba (1 204 265-3499)
 » Cranberry Portage – Chris Smith (1 204 472-3942)
 » Cypress River/Spruce woods – Ken De Smet (467-8635) 
 » Dauphin – Bill Walley (1 204 638-6774) 
 » Delta Marsh – Bob Jones (1 204 239-1803) 
 » Gimli – Bonnie Chartier (1 204 642-9777) 
 » Glenboro/Spruce woods – Lorelie Mitchell (1 204 827-2548) 
 » Lyleton – Ralph Wang (1 204 634-2465)
 » Minnedosa – Ian Thorleifson (1 204 867-3527) 
 » oak Hammock Marsh – Paula Grieef (467-3243) 
 » Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet – Peter Taylor (1 204 753-2977) 
 » Portage la Prairie – Carrie Braden (1 204 856-0952) 
 » Riding Mountain N.P. – Ken Kingdon (1 204 848-7240) 
 » Selkirk – Gerald Machnee (1 204 757-4745) 
 » Thompson – Dave McDonald (1 204 778-9184) 
 » The Pas – Joel Kayer (1 204 623-4006)
 » winnipeg – Rudolf Koes (661-0763), Rene Seguin (487-4511)  

 or James Whitelaw (453-8799)

Harris’s Sparrow 
feeding in the 

fall leaves.
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Thanks to Dr. Bob Nero for donating 
his ornithological journals, The Auk 
and The Wilson Bulletin. Dr. Nero’s 
collection began in the 1940s to the 

present day. They were purchased by 
Burton Lysecki Books with proceeds 

going to our operating fund.
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by John Sellick

A few years ago I was flipping through 
Birdwatch Canada and came 
across an article on a program 

called the “Young Ornithologists 
Workshop”. This April I sent in my 
application and was thrilled to hear 
that I was one of six participants 
accepted to attend the ten day 
workshop that takes place annually 
at Long Point Bird Observatory.

Most mornings we started banding 
at around quarter to six, and 
continued until lunchtime or the 
weather forced us to close the nets 
for the day. We were taught the 
procedure of capturing, banding and 
releasing, and we were all given many 
opportunities to process birds ourselves. 
This included skills such as species and 
gender identification as well as weighing 
and taking different measurements and 
then adding this information to the Long 

Point database. My first experience 
of banding was at a nearby farm 
where hummingbird monitoring 
was taking place – making the first 
bird I ever banded a young female 
rubythroat weighing all of 2.6 
grams! Simply being able to see 

birds such as these in your own hand 
was a thrilling experience. I certainly 

gained a whole new appreciation and 
wonder for all the birds, common and 

uncommon, that I was able to work with 
over my ten days at Long Point. It was 
especially wonderful to band birds that 
are generally rather shy or otherwise 
difficult to get a good look at; for 

The 2011 Young Ornithologists Workshop
At Long Point, Ontario, run by Bird Studies Canada

“I certainly gained a whole 
new appreciation and 

wonder for all the birds, 
common and uncommon, that 

I was able to work with...”

Our crew in search of Hooded 
Warblers and Acadian Flycatchers 
in an old growth forest, a few miles 
inland from Long Point.
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John just after banding an American 
Woodcock, in the early hours 

at Old Cut Banding Lab.
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example, we caught a handful of Ameri-
can Woodcocks throughout the 
workshop, birds that I usually 
only catch a glance of before 
they disappear into the 
darkness.

Some afternoon activities 
included a visit to the 
Avian Research Lab at the 
University of Western 
Ontario, birding hikes in 
marshes, woodlands and 
orchards and time at the 
beach. Day 8 of the work-
shop was a birding Big Day 
where we tallied 106 species, 
with a few of the day’s 
highlights being Red-Bellied 
and Red-Headed Woodpeck-
ers, a Hooded Warbler and an Acadian Flycatcher.

During my stay our group also traveled to “The Tip”, Long 
Point Bird Observatory’s remote field station at the very end 
of Long Point, accessible only by boat. We were the only 
ones about for many miles around us, and were lucky 
enough to spend three nights there. We had a great deal of 
fun at The Tip, doing a bit of banding, taking bird censuses, 
shorebird observing and other bird-related shenanigans. We 

also had the chance to use the bizarre 
Heligoland trap, a huge mesh struc-

ture shaped roughly like a funnel, 
around 30 feet wide at the 

mouth. By beating through 
the brush around the trap, 
birds are flushed into its 
mouth, and then followed 
through the trap until it 
funnels down to a small 
wooden box at the end 

with a trap door that can be 
closed on the occupants. I 
was rather skeptical of its 
bird-catching ability until we 
actually tried it, catching a 
good many birds, including a 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo!

All in all it was a spectacular 
experience; a big thank you to all the fine folks that work 
down at Long Point that help to make the program possible. 
As for me, I plan on going back just as soon as I can, either 
as an intern or as a volunteer.

John Sellick is a homeschooled Manitoba student in Grade 11 
who has been a keen birder for the past five years. He is also a 
keen musician and juggler, enjoys building whacky creations 
with K’nex, and playing baseball with his two elder brothers.

Thousands of gulls 
circling down to roost at 
The Tip of Long Point.

Banding hummingbirds on the first day of the workshop. 
The white marks on their foreheads wear off in just a day or 

two – they make banded birds easily recognizable in the 
field, so that you don’t end up catching the same bird twice.

John Sellick

John S
ellick
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Monday, october 31st, 2011

The Strange, Curious and Vanishing:  
Celebrating Manitoba’s Biological Diversity

James Duncan 
(Manager, Biodiversity, Habitat and Endangered 

Species Section, Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection 
Branch, Manitoba Conservation)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

Manitoba is well known for its ‘cuddly’ polar bears, hypnotic 
Great Gray Owls and writhing masses of mating Garter 
Snakes. But it also home to dragon hunters, pseudo 

scorpions and other assorted creepy creatures. From three species 
of arrow worms to over 25,000 arthropods, Manitoba has it all. 
Come dressed up as your favourite Manitoba wildlife species and 
meet some of our 38,000+ strange and curious wild species. Prizes 
for the best costumes will be awarded.

Monday, November 14th, 2011

Rediscovering Ernest Thompson Seton: 
A joint film presentation in cooperation 

with the Manitoba Historical Society

with an introductory presentation by  
Cheryl Orr-Hood, from the Seton Centre in Carberry

Location: Salle Pauline Boutal (main floor)

Ernest Thompson Seton (1860-1946) is described by the US 
National Park Service as “one of America’s greatest natural-
ists.” This artist, widely read author and scientist was 

instrumental in bringing the Boy Scout movement to the United 
States. Less well known are the years he spent in Manitoba 
documenting all its animal life including mammals, birds, fishes, 
snakes, etc. He was an inspiration to Manitoba naturalists and in 
1980, the MNS published Ernest Thompson Seton in Manitoba 
1882-1892. Step back in time with the CBC-produced film Seton’s 
Manitoba – A Dramatized Biography of Ernest Thompson Seton.

Monday, November 28th, 2011

Manitoba’s Undiscovered  
Provincial Parks

Shelley Penziwol (author) & Peter Blahut (photographer) 
of From Asessippi to Zed Lake: A Guide to Manitoba’s 

Provincial Parks (Great Plains Publications, 2011)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

Manitoba is home to over 80 provincial parks – a number 
that surprises most people when they first hear it. Join 
writer Shelley Penziwol and photographer Peter Blahut as 

they share stories and photos from some of the less well-known 
road-accessible parks you will find around our province.

Monday, December 12th, 2011

Two National Parks, One Unique 
Perspective: Revelations of a 
Parks Canada Superintendent

Marilyn Peckett 
(Superintendent, Manitoba Field Unit, Parks Canada Agency)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

Join Marilyn Peckett as she shares the charms and challenges  
of managing two different national parks. Separated by 90 
years of history and two provinces apart, Elk Island and 

Wapusk provide valuable habitat for two of our country’s magnifi-
cent species at risk: the Wood Bison and Polar Bear. While the 
fence around Elk Island National Park is a striking difference  
that influences what happens inside and outside of this park, it  
is the primary differences in geography, accessibility, land use, 
visitor needs and activities that result in two very different 
approaches to managing these parks. Come celebrate Parks 
Canada’s centennial as the world’s first park service as you learn 
more about these two unique national parks from a superinten-
dent’s first hand experiences.
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Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine-
Gaborieau (on second floor) except for November 

14 and January 9, which will be held in the 
main floor theatre, Salle Pauline Boutal.

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the 
March 19th AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2.00 for members and $3.00 for 
non-members. Members must show a valid Nature 
Manitoba membership card to get the reduced rate. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.

Discovery
Evenings

2011 - 2012
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Monday, January 9th, 2012 
(Change from previously published program)

Red Wilderness: Return to the 
Most Beautiful Place On Earth

Roger Turenne 
(President, Nature Manitoba)

Location: Salle Pauline Boutal (main floor)

American author Edward Abbey called the red desert 
country of southern Utah “the most beautiful place 
on earth.” Everything about the Colorado Plateau 

overwhelms, tugs at the imagination, begs to be described 
in superlatives. It is a land with one of the most complex 
geological histories on the planet, which can be easily read 
on its canyon walls. Nowhere else has the earth so openly 
revealed its secrets.  It has been 10 years since Roger 
Turenne presented his Red Wilderness show at an Indoor 
Program. Since then, his love affair with this area has 
continued, with many more trips, new discoveries, and 
thousands of new photographs. Discover, or rediscover, this 
extraordinary natural landscape through Roger’s signature 
storytelling and stunning photography. The Colorado 
Plateau is an adventure for the senses and the spirit.

Monday, January 23rd, 2012

The Polar Bears of Manitoba

Darryl Hedman 
(Northeast Regional Wildlife Manager, 

Manitoba Conservation)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

Darryl Hedman’s presentation will focus on polar bear 
ecology as it relates to Churchill and Manitoba, the 
Polar Bear Alert program, and bear safety recommen-

dations. Of the 19 sub-populations of polar bears, 13 of 
them are in Canada. Manitoba Conservation has surveyed 
polar bears in September since 1969. During the surveys, 
bear numbers are recorded as well as body condition and 
location. In addition to the surveys, Manitoba Conservation 
tracks about nine collared bears in Western Hudson Bay.

Monday, February 6th, 2012

Shrinking Habitat, Dwindling Numbers: 
Manitoba’s Endangered Prairie Butterflies

Dr. Richard westwood 
(Associate Professor, Environmental Studies Program, 

Department of Biology, University of Winnipeg)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

The amount of undisturbed prairie habitat has diminished in 
Manitoba at an alarming rate over the past century. Dr. 
Westwood will explain the habitat requirements of several 

threatened and endangered butterfly species found only in 
Manitoba, and describe the history of the decline of these species. 
Learn what’s being done to protect the remaining individuals, and 
what the future holds for the populations of these prairie specialist 
butterflies in Manitoba.  

Monday, March 5th, 2012

A Box and Some Gravel: Peregrine 
Falcon Recovery Efforts in Manitoba

Tracy Maconachie 
(Project Coordinator, Manitoba  

Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

The Manitoba Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project began in 
1981 with the release of four captive-bred Peregrine Falcon 
chicks in Winnipeg. The goal was, and still is, to establish 

and support a self-sustaining wild population of peregrines in the 
province.  Since then over 200 chicks, wild-hatched and captive-
bred, have been released from locations in southern Manitoba and 
many of their offspring have returned to nest successfully in 
locations across the Canadian Prairies and the U.S. Midwest. But 
even with thirty years of experience and expertise, every year is a 
new challenge for both the peregrines and the Project. The 
difference between a successful year and a tragic one can be 
determined by something as random as a gust of wind or as simple 
as a plastic box with some gravel. Join Tracy Maconachie for an 
insider’s look at the Project’s recovery efforts (past, present and 
future) and what to watch for when the birds return in mid/late 
March.

Monday, March 19th, 2012

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
(early start at 7:00 pm)

Location: Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (second floor)

N E W S  F L A S H !

Our “member’s night” presentations are moving from the 
December program to our Annual General Meeting in 
March. So now is the time to consider whether you want to 

contribute to this long-standing tradition. Bonus – you’ll have more 
time to prepare! We’re looking for two or three 20-minute presen-
tations on nature-related topics. Travelogues should have a strong 
nature component, please! Contact Dianne Beaven by emailing 
dbeaven@mymts.net with your ideas.

The 2012 Prairie 
Garden Book
Ruby Tekauz will be 
selling The 2012 Prairie 
Garden Book at the 
December 12th Discovery 
Evening as a fundraiser 
for Nature Manitoba. 
This will be the first full 
colour edition of the 
Prairie Garden Book, 
featuring ‘Trees’, and 
the cost will be $14.00.
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See the experienced 
sales staff at Photo 

Central for...

Friendly Service  
& Expert Advice!

• Cameras
• Binoculars
• Accessories

• Photo Copies
• Photo Courses

• Film Developing

FREE PARKING!

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1G4
Phone: (204) 943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

about Nature Manitoba 

The Objectives of Nature Manitoba are to: 
• Foster an awareness and appreciation of the natural environment 

and an understanding of humanity’s place therein; 
• Provide an association and voice for those interested in natural 

history and the outdoors, and cooperate with individuals and 
organizations with similar goals; 

• Arrange educational and recreational programs and field trips to 
promote an understanding of the natural environment; 

• Stimulate research and record and preserve data and material in 
natural history and allied subjects; 

• Work for the preservation of our natural environment.

become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Receipts for income tax purposes are issued 
for amounts in excess of membership.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Nature MaNItoba Store

www.naturemanitoba.ca


