
 Butterflies at Nueltin Lake, NW Manitoba ..... p. 1 & 5
 President’s Corner ...............................................p. 2
 Member Profile: Brock Houndle ...........................p. 3
 Encounters of the Natural Kind ............................p. 4
 Our Natural Garden Tour 2013............................p. 5
 Prairie Pollination Virtual Museum ........................p. 6
 Selling Off Our Prairie Commons.............. p. 7, 18-19
 Roger’s Rant .......................................................p. 8

 New Book: Reflections on a Marsh ......................p. 9
 Outdoor Activities ........................................ p. 10-11
 Bird News .................................................... p. 12-15
 Reducing Bird Collisions .....................................p. 15
 Responding to Manitoba’s Green Plan ........ p. 16-17
 Invasive Species: European Buckthorn ...............p. 20
 Discovery Evenings ............................................p. 21
 Workshop Series 2013 ................................ p. 22-23

In ThIs Issue...

(continued on page 5...)

Butterflies at Nueltin Lake, NW Manitoba
by Richard Staniforth & Victor Reimer

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project presented an exciting 
opportunity for Rudolf Koes, Lee 

Giesbrecht and the two of us to visit 
Nueltin Lake for 10 days in early July, 
2012. Nueltin Lake is a large lake that 
straddles the Manitoba-Nunavut border. 
During our time there 
we would make notes 
not only on the birds 
we observed but also 
on other animals and 
plant life.

This remote northwest 
corner of the province 
has had few natural history studies; we 
really don’t know much about what is 
there. This is particularly true of its 
butterflies. According to The Butterflies of 
Manitoba (Manitoba Museum, 1989) and 
The Butterflies of Canada (University of 
Toronto Press, 1998), there are substanti-
ated records for only two species: the 
Hoary Comma (Polygonia gracilis) and 
Dorcas Copper (Lycaena dorcas).

Intensive exploration of the area’s 
islands, shorelines, bogs, forests, eskers 

and patches of tundra for birds might 
reveal a large butterfly fauna made up of 
exciting arctic exotics! However, it is safe 
to say that the numbers and diversity of 
butterflies in this part of Manitoba is  
low. Sometimes we hiked for hours past 
fragrant patches of bright, colorful and 
potentially nectar-filled flowers with,  
at best, only one or two butterflies  

in attendance.

While we had antici-
pated finding more 
blues, fritillaries 
(Boloria species), 
northern alpines 
(Erebia species), 

sulphurs (Colias species) and arctics 
(Oeneis species), most species on our list 
were species with quite general distribu-
tions. Nor was there evidence that the 
large influx of butterflies into southern 
Manitoba in spring 2012 had reached the 
northern part of the province. Neverthe-
less, our adventures resulted in an 
increase of the known butterfly species 
for the Nueltin Lake region and we have 
probably left more to be discovered!

Butterfly habitat  
at Nueltin Lake

Spring Azure on 
Labrador tea (Ledum 
groenlandicum)
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“This remote northwest 
corner of the province 

has had few natural history 
studies; we really don’t know 
much about what is there.”
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Nature Manitoba Responds  
to Manitoba Green Plan

Working to preserve and protect the 
environment certainly has its challenges 
these days; the Federal government 

appears to have isolated itself from the mounting 
public opposition to its decisions that are seen to have negative environmental 
impacts, and on the Provincial side, we have a government that, while being 
intent on listening to public opinion, is hesitant to take the required steps 
towards greater environmental protection. And to top it off, organizations are 
being threatened with having their charitable status revoked if they get too 
political in their actions to protect the environment. 

Amid all this, Nature Manitoba has been active over the past months in 
providing comments on the Manitoba Provincial Government’s plan for greening 
our province. The plan, titled “Tomorrow Now – Manitoba’s Green Plan”, sets 
out an eight-year strategic action plan for mobilizing Manitobans to work 
together to protect the environment while ensuring a prosperous and 
environmentally-conscious economy. The 
goal is to make Manitoba one of the most 
sustainable places to live on earth. 

This plan was officially released earlier 
this summer, where Nature Manitoba, 
along with Nature Conservancy of 
Canada and CPAWS, was invited to share 
the podium at the media event where the 
document was first released. The 
document was quite literally hot off the press, and one could clearly see that 
Minister Gord Mackintosh and his staff were rather proud of this achievement.  
It certainly must have been a major task to complete, given the comprehensive 
nature of the plan, covering topics from electric buses to endangered species, 
and hence would have required the coordinated efforts of many departments.

Our response was largely supportive of the plan, however we recognized that it 
is a work in progress and hence is weak on specific actions. Interestingly, the 
plan covers many topics that are of direct interest to Nature Manitoba, such as 
eco-tourism, backcountry travel adventures, sustainability education, off-road 
vehicle guidelines, park investment and expansion, etc. A significant portion of 
our response related to the Important Bird Area (IBA) program, where it was 
highlighted that much of the work done by the IBA program already aligns with 
the goals of the plan. This includes such areas as identifying critical habitat 
areas and species, documenting effects of climate change on habitat and bird 
populations, safeguarding our water, air and land, and mobilizing a grassroots 
roots approach to stewardship of our important natural areas.

On pages 16-17 of this issue, you can read selected excerpts from our submis-
sion. The complete submission can be found on the Nature Manitoba website at 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=green-plan. As mentioned earlier, this plan is a 
work in progress, and we look forward to working with the government in 
seeing this initiative rolled out with practical and effective programs, financial 
support, and legislation and regulations that will truly make Manitoba a leader 
in environmental stewardship.
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“Our response was 
largely supportive 

of the plan, however we 
recognized that it is a work 

in progress and hence is 
weak on specific actions.”

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=green-plan
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: Marlo Koniuck
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If you have 
attended a recent 
Discovery Evening, you may 

have noticed a new face at the door – 
Brock Houndle. Although younger than 
most members, he is no newbie to the 
outdoors. He grew up on Netley Creek, 
near Petersfield in the Interlake, not far 
from their family dairy farm – an award-
winning dairy farm (you may have even 
heard of Houndle Holsteins). Brock’s 
father is an estimator for Bird Construc-
tion, and his mother a nurse, and he is 
currently living in his 24th house, due to 
his dad’s calling to renovate. His family 
moved to Winnipeg when he was 8, but 
even with the continuous moving, they 
still found plenty of time 
to spend outdoors, taking 
camping trips to Rushing 
River and Minaki, and 
spending more time later 
on at their cottage at  
West Hawk Lake.

While Brock completed 
his Biology degree at the 
University of Winnipeg, he took part in  
a Forestry Field Skills Course in The Pas, 
offered by the University College of the 
North. While he was there, his mom 
responded to a job posting on his behalf, 
with Manitoba Conservation, and he 
soon got a call for an interview. He spent 
his next four summers as a Park Inter-
preter in Whiteshell Provincial Park,  
and this was a pivotal experience in his 
life – rather than just studying nature in 
school, he was engaged directly with 

plants and wildlife 
throughout his summers.

Brock hasn’t had a lot of time for exten-
sive wilderness trips, but has managed to 
hike and canoe in the Mantario area. A 
three-day hike of the Mantario trail was 
too short for his liking, so he’d like to do 
it again with more time. But even this 
short trip wasn’t without adventure –  
it was shortly after a storm had hit the 
Whiteshell, and while hiking through 
the southern section, a small detour 
around fallen trees led them down the 
wrong path – the old path to the west 
of Caribou Lake rather then to the east. 
Fortunately, one-hour of hard hiking 

and their compasses got 
them back on track.

Brock found out about 
Nature Manitoba when he 
saw a Discovery Evening 
poster at the University  
of Winnipeg, and after 
attending he volunteered 

to help with the events. He’s now 
helping with some of the planning as 
well, a skill that parallels his new job – 
he has recently become the Public 
Programs Coordinator at FortWhyte 
Alive. On top of this, he occasionally 
volunteers for Wildlife Haven and 
Envirothon. If you see him on the way in 
to the next Discovery Evening, be sure to 
thank him for his efforts, and wish him 
luck in his 24th move, this time into a 
house of his own.

Brock
Houndle

Welcome New Members!
Oct. 15th 2011 - Dec. 14th, 2012:

Karen Buller
David Collins
Linda Curtis

Chloe Donatelli
Linda Hull

Tracy Maconachie
Elizabeth Nicolson

Kirby Parks and Peter Hettinga
Jane and Zenon Romaniuk

Barb Taylor

“He spent his next 
four summers 

as a Park Interpreter in 
Whiteshell Provincial 

Park...a pivotal 
experience in his life.”

GIANT Garage Sale 
 May 4, 2013
NEW LOCATION: 

Holy Cross School 
300 Dubuc, St. Boniface

Volunteers needed for Friday’s 
setup and Saturday’s sale. 

Call the office at 204-943-9029 
for details and to sign up.

Thank You to  
The Battery Man

On October 23, 2012, “The 
Battery Man” donated a Trojan 

deep-cycle 12-volt battery, 
worth $200, to Nature Manitoba 

for the Mantario cabin solar 
lighting system. The battery was 
installed on the October 26-30 

work party, ready for winter!
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Encounters of the       Natural Kind
Please send us your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 words) of interesting 
encounters with Manitoba nature.

An Abundance of Wildlife on My Own Back Step
by Julia Schoen

Several people have asked me how 
Baby Bunny and I made out by 
the end of summer (see “Dinner is 

Served” in the Sep./Oct. 2012 issue). 
They suggested an update. Well, as 
much as I had fun observing my fluffy 
little friend bouncing in and out of my 
gardens, I have to come clean and 
admit that as he grew, so did my 
anxiety over the fate of my tender 
yummy flowers. Bunny had to go and a 
live-trap seemed in order. After two 
weeks of futile effort, I finally managed 
to capture him and I took him to a 
nearby park. He slipped quite comfort-
ably into the surrounding forest and is, 
I hope, prospering.

Aside from my adventures with Baby 
Bunny this summer, I also enjoyed 
the company of two small frogs in my 
pond (briefly), a multitude of but-
terflies and caterpillars throughout the 
summer, a pair of hummingbirds that 
regularly and voraciously “raided” my 
Red Beebalm and Pink Turtlehead over 
a period of three weeks, a much longer 
timeframe than they normally stay in 
my yard, and a diligent wren doing 
some tricky nest-building in the bird-
house and having to figure out how to 
shove the too-long twigs through the 
door-hole at the correct angle. Which 
he very cleverly managed to do.

All of this was very exciting and 
satisfying to observe throughout July 
and August. But one of my favourite 
encounters of the natural kind hap-
pened on June 30th and involved  
a family of Blue Jay kids and Mom.  
Ron and I were enjoying coffee in the 
gazebo when we heard a racket above 
us. Looking up, we found five striking 
blue birds in the Basswood tree. It was 
easy to see that they were babies even 
though they were the same size as 
Mom – they were gangly and awk-
ward. Suddenly they all flew in unison 
across the yard and landed on a branch 

of the Amur Maple which was close 
enough to the gazebo to allow us to 
watch the upcoming “show”.

The five young lined up abreast of each 
other and stayed put for two minutes. 
Then the most daring one of the group 
flew off on his own for the day while 
the second bravest moved onto his 
own branch and basked solo in the sun 
for the next hour.

The remaining three were the most 
interesting to watch because it was as 
though they were one. They snuggled 
together in the sun on their branch  
and remained perfectly motionless, 
seemingly falling asleep for much of 
the hour. The only time they stirred 
was when Mom flew in scolding and 
trying to get them to move. But they 
would have none of it. They simply 
ruffled their feathers and begged for 
food. When they didn’t get it, they 
went back to nestling and sleeping and 
nestling and sleeping, with intermittent 
proddings from Mom. This sequence 
happened five times within the hour.

Ron and I had been quite mesmerized 
by this almost actionless performance, 

enjoying the moment, needing nothing 
further on this magical afternoon.

Finally, we went inside. Five minutes 
later, we looked out and found that the 
whole family had departed.

We missed the leave-taking but have 
retained a vivid memory of that special 
hour in the sun.

The diligent wren rests on 
his house after a busy day 
of nest-building within. 
(taken the same day as the 
Blue Jays visited)

Julia S
choen

A beautiful autumn view as Stan Skrypetz 
leads a group on the Isputinaw trail at 
Spruce Woods in early October.

Les M
cC

ann
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Our Natural Garden Tour is Back for 2013!

ONGT is back after having taken a 
one-year break, during which 
time we have assembled a 

committee of four to take over the tour 
duties. For Tour 2013, we are actually a 
committee of five as Julia Schoen has, 
for now, retained the responsibility of 
sleuthing out the gardens for the tour.

We five (Donna Danyluk, Dianne 
Beaven, Al Louer, Sean Worden and 
Julia Schoen) are looking forward to 
presenting another group of beautiful 
Winnipeg gardens on July 6. YES....
another change! With the changing 
weather patterns we’ve been 
experiencing over the last number of 
years, we decided to move our date 
forward by a few weeks. This will take 
some stress from the gardeners who,  
in previous years, worried that various 
plants might have finished blooming  
by late July.

So.... we have a new committee, a new 
date and a new group of gardens for our 
members this summer.

We begin (or end) with two stunning 
large properties on McCreary Road,  
and our “community garden” will be 
the beautiful Demonstration Backyard 
Gardens at FortWhyte Alive. From the 
west, the tour heads south to Waverley 
Heights, Richmond West and St. Norbert 
where a variety of garden styles will be 
on view.

Attend Our Natural Garden Tour on 
Saturday, July 6, 2013! Come out to 
support Nature Manitoba and enjoy a 
day of flora, fauna and fun!

Tickets are $15 each (open to adults and 
children 12 and up) for this self-directed 
tour. Information on each garden includ-
ing the addresses and directions are on 
the tickets. Carpooling or cycling are rec-
ommended to avoid traffic congestion.

Tickets will be available at the Discovery 
Evenings through March and at the 
workshops at Kelvin High School (Jan.  
to April), or by contacting the Nature 
Manitoba office at 204-943-9029.

These are the species that we saw: Canadian Tiger Swallowtail 
(Papilio canadensis), Old-world Swallowtail (Papilio machaon), 
Pink-edged Sulphur (Colias interior), Palaeno Sulphur (Colias 
palaeno), Silvery Blue (Glaucopsyche lygdamus), Spring Azure 
(Celastrina ladon), Arctic Blue (Agriades glandon), Freija 
Fritillary (Boloria freija), Bog Fritillary (Boloria eunomia), 
Hoary Comma (Polygonia gracilis), Mourning Cloak (Nymphalis 
antiopa), Red-disked Alpine (Erebia discoidalis), and possibly 
the Peck’s skipper (Polites peckius).

A big “thank you” to Chrisian Artuso and Bonnie Chartier for 
arranging the visit, and also to Shawn and Amanda Gurke, 
their family and staff at Nueltin Lake Fly-in Lodges for their 
generous hospitality.

Butterflies at Nueltin Lake, NW Manitoba
(...continued from page 1)

Nueltin Lake’s 
eskers and forest
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Nature Manitoba attends  
Nature Summit 2012

Les McCann (left) and Deanna Kazina of our 
Bridging the Gap Program attend our kiosk at 

Nature Summit 2012 – a 3-day event for adults 
involved in outdoor education for youth, held 

on September 14-16 at Camp Manitou.

www.naturesummitmb.com

Les M
cC

ann

http://www.naturesummitmb.com
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Museum to Launch  
PrairiE Pollination  

Virtual Exhibit

Many of The Manitoba Museum’s natural history 
specimens are difficult, if not impossible to display, 
owing to their small size and fragility. The bulk of 

the botanical collection consists of pressed, dried plants that 
break easily and will fade if exposed to light and heat. Insect 
specimens are difficult to appreciate with the naked eye but 
fascinating when viewed under magnification. To facilitate 
access to and appreciation of these specimens in our vault, 
The Manitoba Museum, with funding from the Virtual 
Museum of Canada, the Heritage Grants Program of the 
Government of Manitoba and The Manitoba Museum 
Foundation, is in the process of creating a new, virtual 
exhibit called Prairie Pollination. This will 
be the first ever virtual exhibit prepared 
by the Museum.

Photographs of over 200 specimens of 
rare and common prairie plants and their 
insect and bird pollinators will be shown 
in this on-line exhibit. Field photographs, 
plant illustrations from the Museums’ 
Norman Criddle watercolour collection 
and virtual tours of wild prairies will also 

be featured to add depth and context to 
the specimens. Building on the plant-
pollinator research by the Museum’s 
Curator of Botany, Dr. Diana Bizecki 
Robson, and other Canadian pollination 
scientists, this exhibit will help nature 
lovers, gardeners and youth learn more 
about the wild species that live on our 
endangered native grasslands.

Dr. Bizecki Robson hopes that this exhibit 
will help foster appreciation of these rarely observed 
organisms and motivate people to make positive changes to 
help save them. She notes that “pollinators need our help 
but humans need their help even more. Two-thirds of our 
crop species worldwide depend on pollinators to some 
degree. We need to protect them or we’re all going to have 
to spend our summers hand pollinating sunflowers instead 
of lounging on the beach!” Watch for this upcoming exhibit 
in fall of 2013.

©
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“Dr. Bizecki Robson 
hopes that this exhibit 

will help foster appreciation 
of these rarely observed 
organisms and motivate 
people to make positive 

changes to help save them.”

A member of the Apidae family 
of bees pollinating Dotted 
Blazingstar (Liatris punctata)

Dried and pressed specimen of 
Dotted Blazingstar (Liatris punctata)

Mounted specimen of 
Bombus borealis, a 
species of bumblebee.
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Nature in the News...
Selling off our Prairie Commons?

Compiled by Donna Danyluk from various sources

Although this article is part of our “Nature in the News” 
column, the issue it addresses has not received a lot of 
media attention in Manitoba. At first glance it might 

appear to be an agricultural issue rather than one of concern 
to naturalists/conservationists. The first I heard about it was 
at the 2012 North American Prairie Conference in Winnipeg, 
when Regina writer and naturalist Trevor Herriot spoke about 
“Canada’s Dwindling Prairie Commons”. I’ll let him introduce 
the issue, with a quote from a June 14 post he wrote for 
Nature Canada’s blog (naturecanadablog.blogspot.ca): 

“Hidden within the federal government’s omnibus assault [the 
2012 budget bill C-38] on Canada’s environmental well-being 
is a single item that will seem small compared to the layoffs at 
Environment Canada and the evisceration of the Fisheries Act. 
With climate change research and environmental regulation 
under attack, it was easy to miss the Harper government’s 
decision to divest itself of millions of acres of some of the rarest 
habitat on the continent.”

He is referring to the 2.3 million acres of native grasslands in 
the prairie provinces known as “community pastures”, 
managed by PFRA (Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administra-
tion). (PFRA is a federal soil and water conservation program 
set up in 1935 during the Dust Bowl of the Great Depression. 
It is now part of the Agri-Environment Services Branch 
(AESB) of Agriculture and Agri-Foods Canada.) More details 
are provided in a Nature Canada press release and public 
letter to Environment Canada and Agriculture & 
Agri-food Canada issued in September: 

“These pastures have been well managed for 
ecological health and sustainably grazed with 
federal funding for the past 65 years. As a result 
they contain almost all of the best remnants of 
mixed-grass prairie ecosystems in Canada and are 
some of the last large chunks of grassland bird 
habitat in North America. More so than any other landscape – 
in national or provincial parks or on private land – the PFRA 
pastures are vital to at least 31 species at risk, including some of 
Canada’s most endangered birds. As the PFRA lands have been 
federally controlled, these 31 species have benefited from a 
considerable level of protection under the Species At Risk Act. 

We are calling on the Government to reverse its decision to 
divest these lands, and to keep this rare habitat under federal 
management, where the level of protection is strongest. Handing 
these pastures over to the provinces Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, with smaller budgets, limited staff, and weaker 
protections, will severely imperil grassland wildlife. It is our 
concern that in light of the inherited costs and liabilities 
associated with these lands, each province will be compelled to 
sell them off for cultivation and/or development.”

“This Land is Your Land”
Other Saskatchewan writers and conservationists also spoke 
out this summer. In a letter entitled “This Land is Your land” 
published in several Saskatchewan newspapers, Candace 
Savage, author of Prairie: A Natural History, writes:

“Initially instituted to protect fragile, erosion-prone soils during 
the Thirties’ drought, the federal Community Pasture program 
has ended up delivering a bonanza of economic and environ-
mental benefits. Thanks to decades of conscientious manage-
ment, the pastures currently provide both quality grazing to 

livestock producers and quality habitat for 
the prairie’s unique and uniquely imperiled 
plants and animals.

…in recent decades, prairie birds have 
suffered the most severe and widespread 
declines of any habitat group on the conti-
nent… the Community Pastures have become 
a landscape of hope for many of the grass-

land’s beleaguered species. The buffalo ecosystem was shaped by 
grazing, and on the Community Pastures, grazing by cattle is 
managed to meet the needs of a diverse array of living things, 
from burrowing owls to yellow-bellied racers and from swift 
foxes to ferruginous hawks. 

…Apparently oblivious to the wisdom of a previous generation, 
who saw with their own eyes the toll a severe drought could 
take on these sensitive lands, (the federal government) has 
decided that the pastures no longer require coordinated over-
sight or long-term protection. 

…The Community Pastures are public land, and their resources 
of life and beauty are part of our heritage. The hard-won 
knowledge gained over decades by Community Pasture staff, as 
they have grappled with the successive challenges of grazing 

D
ennis Fast

(continued on page 18...)

Community pastures are 
critical habitat for rare 

grassland birds including 
Sprague’s Pipit.

“The Community 
Pastures have 

become a landscape 
of hope for many 
of the grasslands’ 

beleaguered species...”

http://naturecanadablog.blogspot.ca
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… on phony 
environmental 
assessments

by Roger Turenne

Environmental Impact Assessments 
(EIAs) have long been a feature of 
development projects in Manitoba. 

Manitoba’s Environment Act specifies which development 
proposals will be subject to an EIA, and 
the cost of the impact study is borne by 
the proponent of the development. As 
the name implies, an EIA is intended to 
assess the environmental impact of a 
proposal and, in the event of damaging 
impacts, recommend mitigating mea-
sures or, in extreme cases, recommend 
against proceeding with the proposal. 
But is that what really happens?

I wish! In Manitoba, not one single 
development proposal has ever been 
stopped as a result of an EIA and, 
indeed, none have imposed mitigating 
measures that would give a proponent 
serious grief. What goes on here?

He who pays the piper calls the tune, 
that’s what. Consulting firms that do 
environmental impact studies are hired 
by development proponents and are 
accountable to them. Here’s an example 
of what happened in one case. A consult-
ing firm working on an EIA needed a 
specialized study in one area concerning 
a major development. It subcontracted to 
a scientist for that part of the study. He 
discovered that the proposal would 
destroy a unique and irreplaceable 
natural habitat, and submitted a report 
saying just that. His employers were 
aghast, as they knew such a conclusion 
might jeopardize the development. So 
they asked the scientist to revise his 
conclusion. Being a man of integrity, he 
refused. The consulting firm then set aside his study and hired 
someone else to redo it, minus the money for the fieldwork 
which resulted in the negative assessment the first time. They 
got the result they wanted, the proponent was pleased, the 
project went ahead, and the unique habitat was trashed.

The application of the Environment Act ended up being, in this 
case, the enabler of the destruction of the habitat it was in-
tended to protect. Call it the law of unintended consequences.

How often does this happen? Hard to tell, but I’ve had another 
revealing experience which shed light on the dynamics in play. 
I was once involved in negotiations with the mining industry  
in connection with lobbying efforts to establish a national park 

in the Manitoba Lowlands. Since I knew relatively little of  
the inner workings of the mining sector, I set about to hire  
a mining consultant who could advise me. The first one I 
contacted seemed interested at first but then claimed he  
was “too busy”. 

I turned to a second contact. Again he seemed interested and 
indicated that he was impressed with the seriousness of our 
approach. However, he was sure that we “couldn’t afford him”. 
How much do you charge? I asked. $1000 a day he answered. 
Good, I replied, you’re hired! 

He was a bit flummoxed by the answer and said he’d like to 
think about it some more. The following day he called to say 
that he couldn’t take on the contract because of a “timing 
conflict” – interesting, since we hadn’t established a time 

frame. On my third attempt I contacted 
a retired mining engineer who did 
occasional consulting, and was known 
to be sympathetic to environmental 
causes. He also turned me down but 
was at least honest about his reason. 
I support your cause, he said, but if I 
am ever seen to be working with you 
or any other environmental group, 
I’d never get another contract. 

There you have it. If you’re seen to be 
working with environmental groups, or 
do honest assessments of environmental 
impacts, you risk finding yourself 
without contracts.

I don’t blame the consultants. They need 
to make a living. They don’t put them-
selves in a conflict of interest situation 
deliberately, the system does that. So let’s 
change the system. It shouldn’t be rocket 
science to develop a system where the 
hiring of environmental consultants is 
done by a neutral body created for the 
purpose or by an existing one such as the 
Clean Environment Commission. Other-
wise EIAs will continue to be little more 
than greenwash for developers, such as 
the one currently in the government’s 
hands on the proposed peat mine in 
Hecla/Grindstone Provincial Park. I’ve 
ranted about this before in these pages, 
and Nature Manitoba has made its views 
known to the government. (Look for 

“Nature Manitoba protests proposed peat mining development in 
Hecla/Grindstone Provincial Park” in the Environment section of 
our website). It’s an environmental disaster in the making. The 
EIA says it “will not likely result in significant adverse environ-
mental effects”. Enough already!

In its recent Green Plan draft, the provincial government states 
that it will implement “new protocols for environmental 
assessments to make them more effective.” We know where 
they need to start.

As a Canadian diplomat abroad, as a senior advisor to two 
Manitoba premiers, as a political analyst, and as an environmen-
tal lobbyist, Roger has observed the political scene from all angles 
over more than 40 years.

“If you’re seen to be working 
with environmental groups, 

or do honest assessments of 
environmental impacts, you risk 

finding yourself without contracts.”

An EIA which considers the destruction of a 
peat bog as having no adverse environmental 

effects cannot be taken seriously.
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http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=news-articles/nature-manitoba-protests-proposed-peat-mining-development-heclagrindstone-provincial-p
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Reflections on a Marsh:  
The Birth of a Biology Field Station
by Tom Shay

Dr. Jennifer Shay, OC, PhD, found-
ing director of the University of 
Manitoba Delta Marsh Field 

Station, has written a memoir of the field 
station’s early years. The field station 
began in 1966 when the University 
leased 2,400 acres of beach ridge and 
marsh adjacent to Lake Manitoba, then 
known as the “Bain Estate.” 
Dr. Shay stepped down as 
Director in 1986.

In the “Concluding Com-
ments” to this memoir, 
she writes: “Initially, we 
aimed to provide facilities for research 
and training and to co-operate with 
the Delta Waterfowl Research Station 
(then under the directorship of Dr. H. 
Albert Hochbaum) and other agencies 
in promoting research in freshwater 
marshes. Accordingly, we strove to 
develop the best facilities our resources 
could provide and promote ties with the 
Waterfowl Station, Provincial Govern-
ment and other agencies.”

The field station has 
enriched our understand-
ing of lake, marsh and 
forest ecosystems, trained 
hundreds of researchers 
and educated thousands, 
all in a field setting. 
Anyone who has taken a 
field course knows that 
nothing can replace 
firsthand experience of 
the natural world, when 
students can feel the wind 
in their hair and get their feet wet.

During its first 20 years, the station 
gained an enviable national and interna-
tional reputation, attracting high-quality 
students and faculty from Manitoba and 
universities such as Oxford, Yale, 
Toronto, Guelph, Queen’s, Ottawa, 
Carleton, Lakehead, Regina and Calgary. 
By 1986, more than 37 graduate theses 

and 167 scientific papers had been 
published from work done at the station. 
The station also offered a variety of excit-
ing programs for schools and the public, 
hosting more than six thousand students 
in its field programs. Many hundreds 
more benefited from weekend courses. 

Jennifer’s account contributes to the 
history of wetland ecology at Delta 

Marsh, one of the most 
celebrated marshes in 
North America. It is 
recognized as a “Mani-
toba Heritage Marsh” and 
nationally as an Important 
Bird Area due to its 

significance for waterfowl and neotropi-
cal migrants. The marsh is deemed to 
be of international importance under a 
convention of the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature.

In the memoir, Jennifer writes: “Looking 
back over the first twenty years of the 
Field Station, we can celebrate a number 
of things. Despite many predictions 

that a field station in 
a marsh could never 
survive and that our 
efforts were doomed to 
fail, we actually survived. 
Not only did we survive, 
we prospered.” Sadly, 
severe flooding has 
resulted in the recent 
closure of the station.

Marsh ecologist Dr. 
Arnold van der Valk 
writes in the foreword: 
“Delta Marsh is a legend-

ary place for wetland ecologists. This is 
in large part because it is (was) the site 
of not one, but two field stations dedi-
cated to the study of wetlands. There are 
only a handful of other wetlands around 
the world with even one field station… 
There is no one better qualified to tell its 
story than Dr. Shay. Establishing this 
station was her idea, and she was its first 

director. Her experience at a field station 
in her native England had convinced her 
of the importance of field experiences for 
biology students and the general public.” 

Like Jennifer, I was the director of a 
university field station, Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory. Lakeside, however, was not 
my idea; it had been established in 1909. 
I know from experience that running an 
already established field station is diffi-
cult and frustrating. Jennifer had to start 
a field station from scratch, from an old 
hunting lodge and some outbuildings.

First-person accounts of the early history 
of field stations are rare. Her account of 
the twenty-year struggle to expand the 
Station’s facilities and programs is a 
unique contribution to the history of field 
stations and also to the early history of 
wetland ecology. Her constant worries 
about funding, staffing, fluctuating 
student enrollments, developing com-
munity programs, etc., as well as endless 
negotiations with university and govern-
ment bureaucrats, will be familiar to 
station directors everywhere. It is 
Jennifer’s selfless devotion to the Delta 
Marsh and the Delta Marsh Field Station 
that comes across most strongly.

Copies of this richly illustrated memoir are 
available for $22 (only $18 by Dec. 31st) 
from the office (info@naturemanitoba.ca 
or 204-943-9029) and online bookstore: 
www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books.

Author Jennifer Shay  
at the Delta Marsh

M
ichael B

ryan

“Delta Marsh is 
a legendary 

place for wetland 
ecologists.”

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books
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To receive weekly updates of outdoor activities, send a message to triplist@naturemanitoba.ca.

Fort Whyte / Assiniboine 
Forest Post-Festive Hike

Sat. December 29th
In case you did not eat enough during 

the holiday season, here’s another chance 
to try again while hiking. Join Rose 

on the third annual 12km round-trip 
hike through the Assiniboine Forest to 

the Fort Whyte Centre restaurant.
Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369 

or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2]

Snowshoe Birds Hill Park
Sat. January 5th

Join Rose on a leisurely snowshoe 
hike through this provincial park. 

Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369 
or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2]

Ski Sandilands
Sat. January 12th

Join Les on a day ski trip to the 
Sandilands Provincial Forest area. 

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
 lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Bittersweet
Sun. January 20th

Ski the trails at Bittersweet 
with Bryon Burvill. 

Contact Bryon at 204-233-7904 
 or bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Snowshoe around  
Camp Morton and Gimli

Sat. January 26th
Join Rose on a snowshoe expedition 
along the lakeshore and in the forest 

of Camp Morton Provincial Park. 
Contact Rose Kuzina at 204-338-9369 

or rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2]

Ski Pinawa
Sat. February 2nd

Join Les on the cross-country 
ski trails near Pinawa.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
 lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2-3]

Mantario Cabin Ski Trip
Sat. Feb. 16th – Mon. Feb. 18th
Spend the February long weekend on 

a ski trip to the beautiful Mantario 
cabin in Whiteshell Provincial Park. 

Participants must have the endurance 
and skills to cross-country ski over 

20km each way in very cold weather. 
Group size is limited to 12 people. 

Contact Katrina Froese at 204-453-8216 
or katrina_froese@yahoo.ca. [Rate 5]

Kenora Skiing
Sun. February 24th

Ski Kenora with Bryon Burvill. 
Contact Bryon at 204-233-7904 
 or bpb1@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Sat. March 2nd

Join Al for a ski before the winter 
winds down, followed by a hot 

beverage at the stable restaurant. 
Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Visit SaveELA.org!
Join concerned Canadians to 
oppose the federal closure of 

Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area.

Classified Ads
For $15 you get a area like this to 

share (almost) any words you want. 
Email editor@naturemanitoba.ca.

Trip Leader Forms
Trip Leader forms are available on our 

website, in the “Outdoor Activities” section 
under “Trip Leader Forms”. Please fill 

them out and return them to the Nature 
Manitoba office. Contact the office if you 
would prefer paper copies mailed to you.

Cozy House for Rent 
on Vancouver Island

FOR RENT: House in Parksville, 
Vancouver Island. A 2-bedroom 
cozy patio home, $750/month, 
fully furnished and equipped. 

Close to all amenities and beach. 
Internet. 55+, NP, NS, utilities 

included. Available any season 
(min. 2 & max. 4 months stay).

For more info, please email 
mariahamann@shaw.ca.

Thank you to Fort Whyte 
Raffle Volunteers, Sellers 

and Purchasers
Thank you from the Mantario 

Committee to those who supported 
the Fort Whyte raffle sales. We 

sold a total of $1040, half of 
which goes to Nature Manitoba.

The draw takes place on  
Thurs. December 27th at 3pm.  
Visit Fort Whyte Alive’s website:

www.fortwhyte.org/ 
adventuretravelraffle

http://www.Saveela.org
http://www.saveela.org/
http://www.fortwhyte.org/adventuretravelraffle
http://www.fortwhyte.org/adventuretravelraffle
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Fort Richmond Bike Walk & Roll
Are you a Fort Richmond resident or regularly travel 
through the area (e.g., to the University of Manitoba)? 
Then you will want to learn more about “Bike Walk & Roll 
Fort Richmond/University Heights”. This project – initiated by 
local community members, managed by the Green Action Centre, with provincial 
and city involvement – aims to increase awareness and expand active transporta-
tion opportunities and safety for the residents of Fort Richmond. Find out more at:

www.FortRichmondAT.ca

Upcoming event: “Community Visioning Workshop” on Sat. Jan. 19, 9am – 1pm at 
the UofM Events Centre, 100 One Research Road. The theme of the workshop is: 
“If Fort Richmond and University Heights could be the ‘model active transportation’ 
communities for the rest of Winnipeg and Manitoba – how would it look?” Visit: 

activetransportation.ca/community-at-visioning-workshop-january-19th/

Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips 

and activities and good company.

Ski Birds Hill Park
Wed. January 2nd

Ski the trails of Birds Hill Park.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2]

Ski Turtle Mountain Park
Wed. Jan. 9th – Thu. Jan. 10th

40km’s of rolling, forested, well groomed, 
sheltered trails and usually excellent 

snow. Warming huts too. Stay overnight 
at the Red Coat Inn in Boissevain.

Phone Jerry Zaste at 204-799-8040 to 
register by Jan 2nd at the latest! [Rate 2-3]

Ski Pumpkin Creek
Wed. January 16th

Ski the Pumpkin Creek trails in the 
Pembina Hills, west of Carman.

Doug Belcher at 204-334-2108. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Sandilands
Wed. January 23rd

Ski the forested Sandilands 
trails east of Steinbach.

Gerry Recksiedler at 204-467-8518 
or grecks@xplornet.ca. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Bittersweet
Wed. January 30th

Ski Bittersweet’s trails near Treherne –  
24km’s of skating and classic ski trails 

of varying difficulty, from easy to 
difficult. Easier trails are toward the 

east side, more difficult trails and hills 
to the west; central warming hut plus 

a new clubhouse at the trail head.
Sharron Bettess at 204-256-2248. [Rate 2-4]

Ski Whitemouth River
Wed. February 6th

Ski the Whitemouth River trails at 
Hadashville. Flat or gently rolling terrain – 

 8km’s of trails through mixed spruce, 
pine and birch forests. Lunch at Sophie’s 

Restaurant, Hadashville. An easy ski.
June Thomson at 204-837-6469. 
Register by Jan. 28 in order to 
make reservations. [Rate 1-2]

Ski Kildonan Park 
and Golf Course

Wed. February 13th
Ski the easy trails of Kildonan Park 

and Golf Course – 9km’s of easy, gentle 
trails, heated changing room and 

washroom, concession. Followed by 
lunch at a Lebanese restaurant close by.

Daniella Rempel at 204-633-0668. 
Register by Feb 12th in order to make 

lunch reservations. [Rate 1-2]

Ski the Pinawa Trails
Wed. February 27th

7km’s of easy skating and classic trails 
on the Pinawa Golf Course. 40km’s of 

classic trails of varying levels of difficulty 
in the Canadian Shield. Forested trails 
and warming huts. An easy ski on the 
Golf Course is possible for a leisurely 

group. The Pinawa Club is right at the trail 
head. NOTE: rate is 2-4 (golf course 1)

Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 1, 2-4]

Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. March 6th

Ski the Beaudry Park trails, west of 
Headingley. Level, well-groomed, forested 

trails (5 to 15km’s) with warming huts.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 1-2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threatening. 
Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot 
be reached, call the office at 943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

http://www.FortRichmondAT.ca
http://activetransportation.ca/community-at-visioning-workshop-january-19th/
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by Gordon Grieef

After over a year of above normal temperatures, 
October and November changed to below normal 
temperatures. However, this didn’t seem to have any 

effect on the number of birds which stayed in Manitoba 
later than their normal departure date. I don’t believe that 
there were any record late dates established, but some 
species certainly stayed well beyond the time that one 
would normally expect to see them. Some of the more 
notable late sightings were: Eastern Bluebird, Mountain 
Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Summer Tanager, Le Conte’s Sparrow and Baltimore Oriole.

This past fall has seen an irruption of northern finches; in 
particular, Evening and Pine Grosbeaks and Red and 
White-winged Crossbills. Evening Grosbeaks are being 
reported in numbers not seen in more than a decade. Ron 
Pittaway’s Winter Finch Forecast indicates that there has 
been a general tree seed crop failure from northeastern 
Ontario to the Maritimes and Newfoundland and Labrador. 
This forced the above noted species to move westward in 
search of food.

From early September to the end of November, Red-breast-
ed Nuthatches were reported frequently across southern 
Manitoba. This is likely the result of an excellent spruce 
cone crop in this area which has attracted this species.

The sightings by Justin Peter at Churchill are listed as Oct. 
30 to Nov. 2, the four day period that he was there. I was 
unable to determine the specific date(s) that the sightings 
were made but have included them because they are all late 
dates for those species.

I hope that all of you have a festive holiday season and that 
you will enjoy good birding in 2013.

If you have any unusual bird sightings be sure to email them 
to me at ggrieef@mts.net, or you can mail them to 31 Kara 
Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2.

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Greater White-fronted Goose 1 Oct 1 12 Winnipeg R. Porteous, L. Jansson
Snow Goose 1 Nov 18 12 Steinbach V. Reimer
Canada Goose 26,000 Nov 19 12 Ste. Anne V. Reimer
Trumpeter Swan 2 Nov 4 12 East Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Tundra Swan 1 Nov 21 12 Oak Hammock Marsh B. & P. Robinson, K. Gardner
Wood Duck 1 Nov 7 12 Stonewall K. Gardner
Ring-necked Duck 1 Nov 14 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Ring-necked Duck 2 Nov 20 12 Lockport G. Machnee
Greater Scaup 2 Nov 17 12 Silver Pine P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
White-winged Scoter 1 Nov 4 12 North Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Black Scoter 1 Nov 12 12 Gordon Point (near Churchill) B. Chartier
Long-tailed Duck 1 Oct 16, 17 or 18 / 12 Churchill B. Chartier
Long-tailed Duck 6 Oct 30 to Nov 2 / 12 Churchill J. Peter
Long-tailed Duck 2 Nov 17 12 Pine Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
Bufflehead 2 Nov 21 12 Pine Falls R. Parsons
Hooded Merganser 4 Nov 17 12 Silver Pine P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
Hooded Merganser 2 Nov 25 12 Winnipeg B. Barnett
Red-breasted Merganser 5 Oct 16, 17 or 18 / 12 Churchill B. Chartier
Red-breasted Merganser 1 Nov 21 12 Pine Falls R. Parsons
Gray Partridge 100 Nov 22 12 Winnipeg R. Nickel, J. Peters
Common Loon 1 Nov 18 12 Pine Falls C. Artuso, J. Swartz
Pied-billed Grebe 1 Nov 15 12 Lockport N. Butchard, A. Mickey
Red-necked Grebe 2 Nov 8 12 Winnipeg R. Porteous
Red-necked Grebe 1 Nov 17 12 Seven Sisters Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
Western Grebe 2 Nov 17 12 Pine Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
Western Grebe 5 Nov 17 12 Seven Sisters Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
American White Pelican 3 Nov 4 12 Lockport R. Methot
Double-crested Cormorant 1 Nov 4 12 St. Ambroise Prov. Park A. Davis
Double-crested Cormorant 1 Nov 21 12 Pine Falls R. Parsons
American Bittern 1 Oct 21 12 Patricia Beach C. Artuso, K. Elliott, J. Swartz
Least Bittern 1 Oct 16 12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Great Blue Heron 2 Nov 8 12 Delta C. Cuthbert
Great Egret 1 Oct 19 12 Oak Hammock Marsh J. Hays
Black-crowned Night-Heron 1 Oct 16 12 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Turkey Vulture 1 Oct 16 12 Winnipeg R. Porteous
Sharp-shinned Hawk 100+ Oct 2 12 Whytewold C. McPherson
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Nov 10 12 Camp Morton B. Maciejko
Cooper's Hawk 1 Oct 28 12 Victoria Beach J. & G. Grieef
Cooper's Hawk 1 Nov 13 12 St. Francois Xavier R. Porteous, A. Mickey
Golden Eagle 1 Oct 26 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Golden Eagle 1 Nov 8 12 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Golden Eagle 1 Nov 10 12 Washow Bay J. Weier, G. Budyk
Golden Eagle 1 Nov 13 12 Windygates R. Wiebe
American Kestrel 1 Nov 4 12 Matlock R. Methot
American Kestrel 1 Nov 21 12 Giroux F. Machovec, A. Mickey
American Kestrel 1 Nov 21 12 Gimli D. Martin
American Kestrel 1 Nov 26 12 Winnipeg A. Layman
Black-bellied Plover 1 Oct 16, 17 or 18 / 12 Churchill B. Chartier
Greater Yellowlegs 1 Oct 16, 17 or 18 / 12 Churchill B. Chartier
Greater Yellowlegs 1 Nov 8 12 Delta C. Cuthbert
Ruddy Turnstone 1 Nov 15 12 Gordon Point (near Churchill) C. Brockvist
Semipalmated Sandpiper 1 Oct 9 12 Portage la Prairie A. Mickey
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 Oct 16, 17 or 18 / 12 Churchill B. Chartier
American Woodcock 1 Oct 20 12 Hodgson J. Smith
Sabine's Gull 1 Nov 8 12 Delta C. Cuthbert
Bonaparte's Gull 55 Nov 17 12 Bracken Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes, R. Zach
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 Nov 18 12 St. George C. Artuso, J. Swartz
Glaucous Gull 4 Oct 30 to Nov 2 / 12 Churchill J. Peter
Forster's Tern 1 Oct 16 12 West Shoal Lake K. Gardner
Black Guillemot 1 Oct 30 to Nov 2 / 12 Churchill J. Peter
Eurasian Collared-Dove 10 Nov 3 12 Portage la Prairie C. Roy
Mourning Dove 2 Nov 18 12 Winnipeg B.J. Reimche
Mourning Dove 1 Nov 22 12 MacGregor D. Gamache
Northern Hawk Owl 1 Oct 7 12 Winnipeg M. Swinton
Belted Kingfisher 1 Oct 28 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Oct 24 12 Headingley B. Taylor
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Oct 28 12 Gull Lake E. Waller
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Nov 12 12 Stonewall D. & L. Oakford
Northern Flicker 1 Nov 16 12 Winnipeg N. Butchard
Northern Flicker 1 Nov 29 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Flicker 2 Nov 29 12 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Eastern Phoebe 1 Oct 11 12 Winnipeg R. Porteous
Northern Shrike 1 Oct 2 12 Pinawa P. Taylor
Horned Lark 2 Oct 30 to Nov 2 / 12 Churchill J. Peter
Brown Creeper 1 Nov 15 12 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Winter Wren 1 Oct 24 12 Winnipeg R. Wiebe
Eastern Bluebird 1 Oct 31 12 Winnipeg R. Parsons
Eastern Bluebird 1 Nov 25 12 Somerset C. & E. Cuthbert
Mountain Bluebird 1 Oct 18 12 Hecla Island B. Shettler
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Oct 14 12 Spruce Woods Prov. Park M. Yorke, M. Reid
Townsend's Solitaire 1 Nov 9 12 Winnipeg D. Boettcher
Hermit Thrush 1 Nov 12 12 Winnipeg R. Koes
American Robin 5 Nov 29 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
American Robin 2 Nov 29 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Varied Thrush 1 Oct 9 12 Winnipeg H. Penwarden
Varied Thrush 1 Nov 14 12 Gimli D. Martin
Gray Catbird 1 Oct 21 12 Gull Lake C. Artuso, K. Elliott, J. Swartz
Gray Catbird 1 Nov 13 12 Winnipeg B. Robinson
Brown Thrasher 1 Nov 3 12 Windygates R. Wiebe
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BirdLife International World Conservation Congress
June 18-22nd 2013, Ottawa

Nature Canada and Bird 
Studies Canada will be 

co-hosting what is being 
acclaimed as one of the world’s greatest gatherings of conservation leaders, 
with some 500 delegates from 120 countries worldwide. The conference will 
explore how reducing poverty and improving health, wealth and security is 
inextricably linked to biodiversity. BirdLife International is a world leader in 
bird conservation, with a strategy that focuses on four pillars: saving species, 
protecting sites and habitat, promoting sustainability, and empowering 
people. BirdLife International has partners in 116 countries on all continents. 
Since 1994, Bird Studies Canada and Nature Canada have been BirdLife 
International‘s co-partners and have worked together to bring conservation 
programs, such as the Important Bird Area program, to Canada. For more info:

www.birdlife.org/community/2011/09/the-birdlife-world-congress-2013-information/

Species #’s Date Location Observers
Cedar Waxwing 14 Nov 24 12 Winnipeg L. Pearn
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 Oct 12 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Nashville Warbler 1 Oct 12 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Magnolia Warbler 1 Oct 7 12 Starbuck C. Penner
Cape May Warbler 1 Nov 4 12 Portage la Prairie H. Braden
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 Oct 28 12 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Palm Warbler 1 Oct 21 12 Buffalo Point R. Reimer
Summer Tanager 1 Oct 31 12 Winnipeg N. Koes
Summer Tanager 1 w/o Nov 4/12 Winnipeg J. Henderson
Eastern Towhee 1 Oct 11 12 Winnipeg S. Allard
American Tree Sparrow 1 Nov 15 12 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Chipping Sparrow 1 Oct 21 12 Winnipeg C. Artuso
Chipping Sparrow 1 Nov 18 12 Winnipeg S. Oikawa
Chipping Sparrow 1 Nov 21 12 Lockport E. Ball
Clay-colored Sparrow 1 Oct 21 12 Buffalo Point R. Reimer
Le Conte's Sparrow 1 Oct 21 12 Buffalo Point R. Reimer
Fox Sparrow 1 Nov 17 12 Lockport C. & G. Machnee
Song Sparrow 1 Nov 19 12 Winnipeg C. Artuso
Swamp Sparrow 1 Oct 21 12 Grand Beach C. Artuso, K. Elliott, J. Swartz
Swamp Sparrow 1 Nov 14 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
White-throated Sparrow 3 Nov 27 12 Winnipeg R. Mooi
Harris's Sparrow 1 Nov 22 12 Gimli D. Martin
White-crowned Sparrow 1 Nov 22 12 Gimli D. Martin
Northern Cardinal 1 Oct 31 12 Argyle J. Rodger
Northern Cardinal 1 Nov 1 12 Winnipeg S. Allard
Northern Cardinal 1 Nov 8 12 Camp Morton K. Benot
Northern Cardinal 1 Nov 10 12 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Northern Cardinal 1 Nov 10 12 St. Francois Xavier M. Tumber
Northern Cardinal 1 Nov 12 12 Winnipeg P. Buchanan
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Nov 23 12 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Western Meadowlark 1 Nov 18 12 Winnipeg R. & E. Wiebe
Western Meadowlark 1 Nov 25 12 B. & P. Robinson
Rusty Blackbird 1 Nov 17 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Common Grackle 1 Nov 15 12 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Common Grackle 1 Nov 22 12 MacGregor D. Gamache
Common Grackle 1 Nov 25 12 Somerset C. & E. Cuthbert
Baltimore Oriole 1 w/o Nov 4/12 Winnipeg B. Hardy
Hoary Redpoll 6 Nov 17 12 Grosse Isle K. Gardner

BirdLife International 
World Congress  
Ottawa, Canada

June 19 - 22nd 2013

HOSTED BY

2

The BirdLife World Congress Ottawa, Canada, 19-22 June 2013

CONTACT INFORMATION

For more information on how to  
participate or help – please contact

 
Within Canada 

Sue Robertson: srobertson@naturecanada.ca 
Tel: 613-562 3447 ext 240

Kyla Makela: kmakela@bsc-eoc.org 
Tel: 519-586-3531 Ext 113

 Within the USA 
Susan Ketterlius: sketterlinus@audubon.org 

Tel: 215 335 9588 ext 21

Outside of North America  
Gilly Banks: gilly.banks@birdlife.org 

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 279 859

www.birdlifecongress.org

Together as one - 
for nature  
and people

Sponsor a  
BirdLife delegate

The natural habitats for many of the world’s 
most threatened birds are often located in the 
poorest countries of the world. Saving these 
habitats and species requires exceptional and 
dedicated people with the necessary skills, 
organisational support and financial backing. 
World Congress plays a vital role in providing 
young conservationists with the necessary 
face to face practical training in the science 
and technical elements of their work. 

This enables young conservationists to 
return home much better equipped to meet 
the conservation challenges in developing 
countries. World Congress is a vital stepping 
stone on the pathway towards ensuring 
the world has good quality and responsible 
conservation leaders in the future. 

Sponsoring a delegate is an investment in 
young people - the future of conservation. 
The BirdLife World Congress is packed 
with conservationists who are passionate, 
dedicated, experienced and skilful. 
Enthusiasm for the task is infectious and will 
rub off on the delegate. He/she will return 
home enthused, having learned new skills 
and having made contacts that will help 
him/her with tackling future conservation 
challenges. 

Most important of all he/she will be confident 
that successes can be achieved. We were 
happy to invest at Buenos Aires in 2008 
and shall certainly be doing so again for 
Ottawa 2013. We’d urge other Rare Bird Club 
members to consider sponsoring a delegate 
as we’ve seen at first-hand the extraordinary 
impact that a World Congress has on a young 
conservationist from a developing country.

David & Sarah Gordon 
BirdLife Rare Bird Club members 

To sponsor a delegate, please contact 
gilly.banks@birdlife.org or telephone  
Gilly Banks + 44 (0) 1223 279 859

David and Sarah Gordon – BirdLife RBC members
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Laura Perdomo – Grupo Jaragua – 

BirdLife in Dominican Republic

By attending the World Congress I met 
Partners from regions like Africa and Asia  
with whom I was able to share the 
challenges and aspirations of my work  
with Local Conservation Groups in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Dr. Vikash Tatayah – Mauritian Wildlife 

Foundation

I attended the 2008 World Congress as an 
observer outside the BirdLife Partnership.  
It was a real game changer for me. I learned 
many new island habitat management 
techniques and felt connected worldwide.  
My organisation hopes to be the BirdLife 
Partner in Mauritius by the time of the  
Ottawa World Congress.

Vorsak Bou – Head of BirdLife’s 

Cambodia Programme in Cambodia

Joining the Congress in 2008 helped me  
to see more clearly what needs to be done  
in my country to save its natural treasures.  
It also triggered a great enthusiasm to develop 

an indigenous, democratic, self-governing 
BirdLife Partner organization for Cambodia. 

Testimonials from  
the front line

Here are the words from just a few of 
the 500 or so BirdLife conservationists 
from around the world who went to 
the last World Congress in 2008 held in 
Buenos Aires and hope to develop their 
knowledge further by participating in 

Ottawa 2013.   

Miliana Vukunisiga-Ravuso – BirdLife 
Pacific Partnership – Fiji

The Argentina World Congress was really  
the first time I met the BirdLife Partnership.  
I realised that what I was doing in Fiji was  
part of a bigger effort across the world.  
It was a wonderful and empowering feeling!   

 

Izabel Flor – Polish Society for the 
Protection of Birds (OTOP) – BirdLife  
in Poland 

The World Congress in 2008 was an amazing 
personal experience and of particular help 
to give me the confidence to set more 
ambitious conservation targets despite the 
limited financial resources available. 

http://www.birdlife.org/community/2011/09/the-birdlife-world-congress-2013-information/


Vol. 5, Issue 1 - Jan. / Feb. 2013 Nature Manitoba News Page 15

reducing Bird Collisions
Participate in a Quick Online Survey:
https://websurvey.sfu.ca/cgi-bin/WebObjects/WebSurvey.woa/wa/survey?119578641

Compiled by Lewis Cocks from various sources, including 
the Nov. 22, 2012 Bird Studies Canada newsletter

A Migratory Bird Collisions Survey is being conducted 
by Eric Warren, a Master of Public Policy student at 
British Columbia’s Simon Fraser University (SFU). 

“Migratory Bird Collisions with Buildings: An Economic 
Analysis” aims to determine people’s willingness to pay 
for bird collision reduction measures. Questions explore 
respondents’ experiences with bird collisions, attitudes 
toward birds, and potential support of possible solu-
tions. The survey takes about 10 minutes to complete, 
and uses SFU’s survey tool, which is hosted on a secure 
encrypted server (so names and IP addresses are not col-
lected). Use the link in this article’s header to participate. Still 
interested? Here is why we should care and how we can do 
something tangible to reduce bird strikes into windows.

The 2012 State of Canada’s Birds report indicates that 44% 
of bird species occurring in Canada have declined over the 
past 40 years. Steep declines are not confined to threatened 
and endangered species. In North America, over 42 species 
of common birds have declined by over 50% in the same 
time period. Habitat loss is often a significant factor 
contributing to these population declines. A lesser known 
source of bird mortality is collisions with residential and 
commercial buildings, particularly those with clear or 
reflective glass surfaces. Some research supports the claim 
that collisions with homes and buildings represent the 
second greatest threat to migratory birds. However, it 
remains unclear how this source of mortality impacts 
migratory bird populations in the long term. Although we 
do not know the precise number of bird deaths resulting  

from collisions with buildings, Environment Canada 
estimates that it is between 16.1 million and 42.2 million 
each year in Canada. 

What Causes Birds to  
Collide with Buildings?
Birds collide with windows because they are incapable of 
detecting clear glass, and are confused by highly reflective 
surfaces that mirror the sky and surrounding vegetation. 
As a result, birds are often unable to perceive the threat, 
and collide with the glass surface at full speed. Although 
sometimes a bird will fly away after a window collision, it 
may succumb to its injuries afterwards. It is estimated that 
half of all bird collisions with windows are fatal. Fatalities 
typically result from internal bleeding or head trauma. 
Stunned or dead birds are often picked up quickly by preda-
tors and scavengers, eliminating evidence of the collision. 

Solutions
There are some very simple ways to reduce bird collisions  
at your home, including moving bird feeders to within 1m 
(3 feet) of your windows. Birds slow down to approach 
feeders. However, when feeders are placed greater than  
1m from windows, they gain sufficient velocity to hurt 
themselves if they hit the window during a panic flight 
away from the feeder. 

A range of retrofit solutions have been developed which  
can be applied to existing windows to reduce bird collisions. 
For new homes, or for those considering purchasing new 
windows, ultraviolet-light-reflecting materials that are 
visible to birds, but not humans, can be incorporated into 
the design of a window. These windows have also combined 
bird-safe features with various energy efficiency measures 
that can both reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save on 
home energy costs.

Visit these websites for more info on reducing bird collisions:

 » www.sialis.org/windowstrikes.htm

 » www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/Members/ 
BirdNote10--Windows.pdf

 » www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/
windowstrikes.php

Do you have your own tips to share? Email them  
to editor@naturemanitoba.ca for our next issue.

Manitoba Government Supports  
Breeding Bird Atlas

On November 15, the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas 
was awarded $24,000 from the Manitoba govern-

ment’s Endangered Species Biodiversity Fund. This is 
in addition to the $25,000 provided by the province 
through the Sustainable Development Innovations 
Fund in September. The Manitoba government’s 
outstanding commitment to Manitoba’s first atlas is 
greatly facilitating the project’s capacity to achieve 
target coverage goals in remote areas, and also comes 
with invaluable in-kind support, as well as matching 
support from other major funders including Environ-
ment Canada and Manitoba Hydro.

Red-breasted Nuthatch at a backyard feeder.
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World Class Eco-Tourism
As active proponents of, and participants in, eco-tourism in 
Manitoba, we support all efforts to encourage more resi-
dents and non-residents to visit and experience what the 
province has to offer…Nature Manitoba has for many years 
organized and facilitated all of the activities mentioned in 
this section for its members and would be happy to work 
with the government and other partners to share our 
practical experience in both developed parks and backcoun-
try areas throughout the province. 

New All-Terrain and  
Off-Road Vehicle Strategy
We recognize that some users of off-road vehicles have 
caused habitat degradation and conflict with other users in 
some parts of the province and look forward to having input 
into the much-needed proposed strategy for off-road 
vehicles when it is developed. Current park management 
plans do not address the various users of protected spaces, 
from ATV and snowmobiles to hikers and cross-country 
skiers, tenters and recreational vehicles to backpackers and 
canoe campers. Each group of users has unique require-
ments and these groups often cannot co-exist on the same 
trail networks at the same time. Until there are clear ORV 
guidelines, conflicts will continue to arise between users.

Strong New Legislation to  
Protect the Environment
There is a commitment here to prepare new protocols for 
environmental assessments. This is long overdue. The 
current environmental assessment regime does not inspire 
confidence that the interests of the environment are truly 
being protected. It cannot be otherwise when development 
proponents hire the consultants who prepare such assess-
ments and vet their work. 

Protecting our Biodiversity 
As Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are not currently legally 
designated in Canada, we hope that Manitoba becomes a 

Canadian leader by recognizing IBAs as Special Protected 
Areas and regulate habitat-threatening activities as do 
governments throughout the European Union. This Special 
Protected Area designation will ensure the protection of 
birds and other organisms within IBAs.

New Legislation and Policies to 
Protect Species and Habitats at Risk
Nature Manitoba strongly supports the initiative to replace 
Manitoba’s outdated and woefully inadequate Endangered 
Species Act, with its associated policies, and would urge 
looking to the new Ontario Endangered Species Act 2007 as a 
model for modern, comprehensive protection of endangered 
species and their critical habitats.

Policy to Offset Biodiversity Loss
We strongly support the proposed development of a habitat 
protection policy for the mitigation of habitat loss resulting 
from industrial, recreational and commercial development 
in a timely fashion, given the pace of development on 
some of our rarer habitats such as mixed grass prairie. 

The Parks Province
We couldn’t be happier with the stated objective of estab-
lishing Manitoba as “the Parks Province.” We are a very long 
way from being that at the moment, with often shabby 
infrastructure, reduced services and park boundaries that all 
too often are designed with industry in mind rather than 
ecosystems. The process of establishing park management 
plans is more than a decade behind schedule. These are 
challenges that can be overcome, but it will require political 
will and determination.

Manitoba has a major piece of unfinished business in the 
Interlake. The Manitoba Lowlands National Park proposal 
has been in limbo for several years. There are several factors 
contributing to this state of affairs, but provincial inertia is 
certainly one of them. If Manitoba is to be “The Parks 
Province”, it needs to do all it can to work with its partners 
to complete the national park system within its boundaries.

Responding to  
  “TOMORROW NOW –    
   Manitoba’s Green Plan”

As summarized in Don Himbeault’s column on page 2, 
Nature Manitoba recently submitted a response to the 
provincial government’s “Green Plan”. Here are some 

excerpts from the response; the full 8-page response is available 
on our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=green-plan.  
The headings below are just a few of the various sections in the 
Green Plan.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=green-plan
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We are less happy with the item entitled “Review of Mining 
in Parks.” We would have preferred that heading to read 
“Phase-out of Mining in Parks.” When Premier Doer an-
nounced a phase-out of logging in provincial parks, he 
stated “a park is a park is a park.” We think that should 
apply to mining as well as to forestry.

Park Investment
As heavy users of all crown lands including parks and 
backcountry, we look forward to increased designation 
of protected areas and investment in park infrastructure, 
particularly trails. We have considerable experience offer-
ing “off-season opportunities” and would be glad to work 
with Parks Branch or other staff to share that experience. 

Backcountry Camping Adventures 
We welcome the plan to pilot an online backcountry 
campsite inventory for canoe routes in Nopiming Provincial 
Park. But more than an inventory is needed. Manitoba 
Conservation needs to change its policies with respect to  
the designation of such campsites in the first place. As an 
example, the department has designated, through signage 
and fire grills, half a dozen backcountry campsites on 
Garner Lake in Nopiming. All of them suffer from signs  
of extreme overuse, i.e. not having the infrastructure to 
support the amount of human traffic they experience.  
To encourage further backcountry travel without proper 
planning and resources is not consistent with the real 
principles of ecotourism. Approaches such as used on the 
Mantario Trail, where outdoor toilet facilities and bear 
boxes are provided at campsites, greatly improve the 

sustainability of these sites and allow a greater number of 
users to experience nature with minimal impact to the 
environment. Nature Manitoba members have extensive 
experience in the backcountry and would be happy to share 
this experience with the Parks Branch in order to further the 
objectives outlined in the Green Plan.

Sustainability Education in Parks
We strongly endorse this initiative and would like to thank 
Manitoba Conservation, particularly the Parks Branch, for 
enabling us to continue to offer our own version of this at 
the leased cabin at Mantario Lake in Whiteshell Provincial 
Park. This program has gone on every summer for more 
than two decades and has created hundreds of stewards  
of our parks.

Green Schools and Education for 
Sustainable Development
Nature Manitoba has since 2006 supported input to the 
science curricula of inner city Grade four and five by 
participating in offering quality, full-day, environmental field 
trips…Various funding sources are utilized to finance this 
programming so the field trips can be offered to Winnipeg 
schools, free of charge. This program, named “Bridging the 
Gap”, has been well received by the Winnipeg School 
Division with 15 field trips booked for the 2012 fall session. 
Nature Manitoba would be happy to work with the Govern-
ment of Manitoba and other school divisions to look at ways 
of encouraging/expanding environmental programming like 
Bridging the Gap to teach students the value of exploring 
outdoors Manitoba.

Rose Kuzina led a number of hike and fall dinner 
trips this fall. All were extremely popular. This 
group is hiking near Roseisle, conditioning 
themselves for the Fall dinner at Carmen.
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management, endangered-species conservation, and oil-and-gas 
development, is a collective accomplishment…Assets that took 
decades to acquire could be gone in an instant.

…The big, bold prairie landscapes of the Community Pastures 
are perfectly adapted for use as grazing lands. Whatever else 
happens, they must be protected from cultivation and carefully 
managed for livestock production….A prudent rancher always 
reserves grass as ‘carryover’ for the following year. The Com-
munity Pastures are our carryover for the future.”

The full text of Candace Savage’s eloquent appeal can be 
found on Trevor Herriot’s blog “Grass Notes” (trevorherriot.
blogspot.ca). Author of Grass, Sky, Song: Promise and Peril in 
the World of Grassland Birds, Trevor has been writing about 
the community pasture issue on his blog since April; here are 
a couple of brief excerpts from his many posts:

April 26: “…(the federal government) knows if they can offload 
their responsibility for lands that hold the greatest numbers of 
endangered species, AND eviscerate the Environmental Impact 
legislation that is to protect our most vulnerable creatures from 
industry, they will be able to clear the way for oil and gas and 
other corporate interests to use the land as they see fit…When 
are we going to wake up to the truth that laws protecting 
endangered species are useless without legislation to stop 
governments from giving up the management of the land critical 
to their survival?”

May 4: “The PFRA pastures represent a critical opportunity 
to do something lasting and visionary with some of the most 
ecologically rich grasslands remaining on the continent. 

We must not let this moment pass without making every 
effort to find the kind of common ground between cattle 
grazers and conservationists that will ensure the health 
of these important remnants of prairie wildness.”

Columnist Paul Hanley wrote the following in the August 21 
edition of the Saskatoon Star Phoenix:

…the federal grasslands were well managed to preserve their 
ecological services in perpetuity, while allowing cattle producers 
to access a sustainable supply of grass. Their cattle fulfilled the 
important ecological niche once occupied by bison…What 
Herriot and others rightly fear is that the vagaries of the cattle 
industry could sooner or later induce the new rancher-owners to 
sell off their land to a set of buyers unconcerned about long-
term ecological values. That’s exactly the point of keeping 
sensitive lands off the market and under Crown ownership. And 
is it right to make such a monumental shift in public policy 
without open public input?”

It was not just the naturalists and 
environmentalists expressing concern – 
an August 17 press release from the 
Manitoba Beef Producers ends with: 

“Community pastures are a 75-year 
conservation legacy demonstrating 
practical resource management while 
providing and conserving natural habitat 
for wildlife. The use of this land by beef 
producers provides economic returns to 
Manitoba’s economy while providing 
environmental benefits to all citizens –  
as do all well managed grazing lands.”

And, in an article entitled “The Death of 
the PFRA: Destroying Canada’s ‘Great-
est Success Story’”, Sheri Monk writes 
for Canadian Cowboy Country magazine 
(Oct/Nov 2012 issue):

“When the PFRA was formed, [south-
western Saskatchewan] was a waste-
land, and its tenuous recovery has been 
painstakingly slow–but it has recov-
ered…Throughout the region, ranchers 
have taken conservation to heart. The 
excellent stewardship of the land enabled 

Shelterbelts program also terminated
Another PFRA casualty is the Shelterbelt Program that 
operates out of Indianhead, Saskatchewan, to be closed 
at the end of 2013. This program, which began in the early 
1900s, distributes prairie-hardy trees and shrubs to 
landowners and was an important soil conservation 
program during the 1930’s drought. In addition to the 
many obvious benefits to landowners, the environmental 
benefits of shelterbelts, including carbon sequestration, 
soil and water conservation, and – particularly in areas of 
cultivated farmland – biodiversity and wildlife habitat, will 
be lost. For more info, contact saveshelterbeltprogram@
gmail.com or visit www.protecttheprairie.ca/shelterbelt.

The federal government is divesting itself of the Saskatchewan (61) and Manitoba (24) 
community pastures over a 6-year period, with the first 10 in Saskatchewan and 5 in Manitoba 
to be transferred to the provincial governments by the end of 2013. The Suffield Community 

Pastures in Alberta will revert back to the control of the Department of National Defense.
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Selling off our Prairie Commons?
(...continued from page 7)
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the government to create Grasslands National Park in the heart 
of the region as a prairie showcase of biodiversity…[A local 
rancher says:] ‘We work every day to have that equilibrium 
between the critters and the grass and the cows. To see the 
possibility of it all going to waste is heartbreaking.’ ”

ProtectthePrairie.ca
An online campaign and petition was begun, “supported by 
those who value the natural beauty of our native prairie 
grasslands and want to protect what is left of them”, and 
sponsored by the Agriculture Union of the Public Service 
Alliance of Canada, the Saskatchewan chapter of CPAWS, and 
the Saskatchewan Environmental Society. Their website says:

“Now that the federal government has passed responsibility for 
these majestic lands back to the provinces…walking away from 
decades of conservation stewardship, these natural wonders 
stand threatened. The Saskatchewan government has an-
nounced its intention to sell to the highest bidder and throw this 
heritage jewel under the blade of energy and other development. 
Our objective is to stop this reckless approach and make sure 
that balanced use, conservation and environmental protection 
guarantees are firmly in place before decisions about the future 
are taken. Once these lands – much of the last remaining native 
prairie on the planet – are sold they will be gone forever and the 
government will have no say in their protection…”

This Saskatchewan-based campaign is having an impact, 
flooding provincial government offices with messages, 
according to these email updates I’ve received: 

Dec 6: “…the latest announcement by the provincial govern-
ment…opens the door to continued crown ownership of the 
land…a significant change from previous announcements which 
contemplate only one option: to sell the land at market rates.” 

Dec. 7: “…implementation of the [sell-off] plan has been 
delayed by eight months…a clear sign that governments are 
feeling the heat…We’re making progress but we need to do 
more…we will be meeting the Saskatchewan Minister of 
Agriculture to urge him to put in place conservation and envi-
ronmental protection guarantees to protect these fragile lands.”

Manitoba’s community pastures
While we must look beyond our provincial borders when it 
comes to protecting our grasslands, what is happening with 
Manitoba’s 24 community pastures? According to Trevor 
Herriot (from a personal communication):

“Manitoba’s pastures plan is better than Saskatchewan’s 
proposed plan because it will retain all of the pastures under 
[provincial] government ownership. But, unless they provide a 
management model that considers interests beyond the grazing 

patrons, Manitoba still could end up placing the lands exclu-
sively under the control of livestock interests. As much as we all 
want to believe that cattlemen are excellent stewards, ultimately 
the beef market will drive decisions on stocking rates and there 
will be no programming to protect species at risk or other 
conservation values. Unregulated industry does not typically 
consider the wider public interest – that is why the PFRA system 
worked so well for so long. On behalf of the interests of all 
Canadians and the environment, it intervened with professional 
management and long term vision that balanced ecological 
concerns with the needs of local livestock producers. Will the 
Manitoba model be able to do that simply by turning the 
pastures over to the grazing patrons? I don’t think so.”

An article in the Nov. 8 edition of the Manitoba Cooperator, 
“Community pasture takeover plan revealed” reports that  
a new not-for-profit group, the Association of Manitoba 
Community Pastures, has been formed to take over operation 
of the community pastures. The article states, “The non- 
profit group intends to run the pastures in much the same 
way as Ottawa did…Other uses of the land, such as hunting, 
timber production, and recreational use, will continue as 
before.” But, alas, there is no mention of conservation or 
species at risk, which are completely dependent on how  
the land is managed.

One of Manitoba’s larger pastures is the Ellice Archie Com-
munity Pasture south of St. Lazare, near the Saskatchewan 
border. The book Finding Birds in Southern Manitoba states 
“this vast area of grazed pasture is one of the last strongholds 
for Manitoba’s prairie birds” (page 108), and an article from 
the December 2004 issue of Blue Jay, “The St. Lazare Area of 
Manitoba: A Biodiversity Hotspot”, documents its rare prairie 
flora and fauna. The article states: “Most rare prairie plants in 
the community pastures are adapted to both burning and 
grazing, and have an excellent chance of persisting under the 
current management strategy.”

What the future management strategy for these pastures will 
be remains to be seen. Stay tuned; in the meantime visit 
protectheprairie.ca, and contact your federal (Agriculture/
Environment) and provincial (Agriculture/Conservation) 
ministers to show your support for “our prairie commons”.

(Ed. Note: We hope to reprint the above-mentioned Blue Jay 
article in our next issue.)

C
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A Chestnut-collared 
Longspur near St. Lazare.

http://www.ProtectthePrairie.ca
http://www.protectheprairie.ca
http://www.ProtectthePrairie.ca
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Photo Credits: Banner photo: Jaimee Dupont, 
Manitoba Naturalist Society; Close up photos: 
Helen Fabbri, City of Winnipeg, Naturalist Ser-
vices Branch.  

COMMON BUCKTHORN CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT YIELD LOSSES AND LOWERED GRADES 
OF CEREAL BY BEING AN ALTERNATE HOST FOR A FUNGUS THAT CAUSES OAT RUST 

EUROPEAN BUCKTHORN SSTOPTOP    
THETHE    

IINVASIONNVASION  

Report a Sighting! 
E-mail: info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com 

Phone: (204) 232-6021 

PREVENT FURTHER SPREAD! 
With small stands of buckthorn hand pulling may 
be the most effective  method of removal, use a 
shovel or weed wrench to  loosen the plant and 
roots, and soak the base with water beforehand. 

Origin 
European buckthorn is native of 
Eurasia. It was introduced to North 
America as an ornamental shrub, 
for fence rows and wildlife habitat. 
 
Status 
This plant is found in Manitoba and 
is a large problem in natural areas 
within Winnipeg.  
 
Impacts 
This plant is able to successfully 
invade habitats because of its 
tolerance of a wide range of 
moisture and light conditions, and 
its prolific seed production. The 
dense shade produced by stands 
often reduces biodiversity in a 
habitat. Thorns can be harmful to 
humans or animals that come into 
contact.  
 
Where to Look 
Common in fence rows, pastures, 
ro ad s i d e s , wood l a nd  a nd 
abandoned areas. It can also be 
seen infesting natural areas and 
invading river bottom and upland 
forest habitat . 

LOOK FOR: 
◊ LEAVES: DARK GREEN WITH SLIGHTLY SERRATED 

EDGES, ELLIPTIC TO OVATE, 3.5-7.5 CM THEY 
GROW IN PAIRS, BUT NOT EXACTLY OPPOSITE. 

 
◊ FLOWERS: SMALL, GREENISH TO YELLOWISH, 

SHORT-STALKED AND IN SMALL CLUSTERS.   
 
◊ GENERAL: SHRUB TO 6M TALL, OUTER BARK IS 

DARK WITH SMALL PORES AND INNER BARK IS 
ORANGE. 

Rhamnus cathartica 
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Funding for this project was provided in part 
by the Invasive Alien Species Partnership 
Program, a Government of Canada initiative. 

I n v a s i v e  S p e c i e s  C o u n c i l  
o f  M a n i t o b a  

c/o 5006 Roblin Boulevard 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3R 0G7 

ph: (204) 232-6021 fax: (204) 986-7236  
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Monday, January 7th, 2013

The Beauty and Bother of Urban Wildlife

Brian Joynt, Wildlife Manager,  
Central Region, Manitoba Conservation

Many wildlife species take advantage of the urban environ-
ment. Depending on individual perspectives and the 

species involved, urban wildlife can provide residents either 
tremendous enjoyment or incredible frustration, sometimes 
both! Urban wildlife is a very difficult issue to manage due to 
the characteristics of the environment, diversity of resident 
attitudes and adaptability of many of the species involved.  
Strategies must attempt to maintain wildlife as a valuable part 
of the urban experience while minimizing the economic and 
social costs incurred. This presentation will explore some of 
these balancing acts.  

Monday, January 21st, 2013

Manitoba’s Enchanted Isles –  
Exploring the Remote Islands of  

Lake Winnipeg’s North Basin

Randall Mooi, Curator of Zoology, The Manitoba Museum

The North Basin of Lake Winnipeg is dotted with several 
islands that have received only cursory attention from 

biologists. Dr. Randall Mooi, has surveyed several of these 
islands for birds, amphibians and reptiles and has made some 
surprising discoveries: uniquely coloured snakes, unexpected 
toads, and rare birds, and even spiders that live in carnivorous 
plants. Join Dr. Mooi on a tour of the North Basin as he 
introduces the what, where, when, and how of the animals 
living on these incredible islands and gives us a taste of the 
adventure in exploring them.

Monday, February 4th, 2013

From Grasslands to Shoreline –  
Manitoba’s Most Endangered Birds,  

The Burrowing Owl and Piping Plover

Ken De Smet, Species at Risk Biologist, Manitoba  
Conservation Project Manager, Piping Plover Program

Alexandra Froese, Project Manager,  
Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery Program

This presentation will focus on conservation initiatives for 
two of Manitoba’s most endangered birds – the Piping 

Plover and Burrowing Owl. Manitoba Conservation has been 
involved in monitoring conservation initiatives for these two 
species since the late 1980s. The presenters will provide a brief 
history on the changing status of the two species, and relate 
some success stories and less successful initiatives that have 
and are being employed to assist in their recovery.

Monday, March 4th, 2013

Insects of the Carberry Sandhills

Robert Wrigley, Retired biologist

A hike through Manitoba’s Carberry Sandhills presents 
frequent opportunities to observe hundreds of fascinating 

and colorful insects – wasps, bees, butterflies, beetles, dragon-
flies, cicadas, and many other families. With striking close-up 
images of these ‘creatures of the sand’, Robert describes their 
natural history and where to look for them. Tiger beetles are 
selected as a group to demonstrate how insects adapt to 
environmental extremes, and how related species avoid 
competition by occupying different habitats. Predators of 
insects and species-at-risk are also described.  

Robert has been studying small mammals and insects of these 
sandhills over a 42-year period, and it remains his favorite site 
for researching Manitoba’s rich biodiversity. His former posi-
tions include Curator and Museum Director of the Manitoba 
Museum, Director of the Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive 
Center, and Curator of the Assiniboine Park Zoo. For most of his 
career he has been known as Dr. Bob.

Dr. Bob is willing to lead a tour of the Carberry Sandhills for 
Nature Manitoba members on a Saturday in June 2013, a good 
time to see a variety of insect species. Watch for further details in 
Nature Manitoba News.

Monday, March 18th, 2013 
(early start at 7:00 pm)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
& Members’ Night

Thailand: Teaks, Tusks, Tigers, and More 
(Jerry Ameis)

Manitoba Naturally Beautiful: 
Nature Photography Opportunities (Al Ross)   

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 

340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface.

All programs will be held in Salle Antoine- 
Gaborieau (on 2nd floor). Programs start at 7:30 pm 
except for the March 18th AGM which starts at 7 pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for  
non-members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.
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RAINBOWS, AURORAS  
and the GREEN FLASH
tuesday, January 8, 2013
Jay anderson 
Retired Environment Canada Meteorologist
The atmosphere is a magical place where light, 

moisture, clouds and aerosols come to play – a classroom in 
which physics and art are on display. Auroras, haloes, rainbows, 
sundogs and glories are familiar to us all, but do you really know 
what you are seeing? How about the green flash or the belt of 
Venus? What are sun pillars and how do they form? Why are 
shadows on a dewy grass lawn surrounded by a bright halo? 
Why is a rainbow brighter inside the arc and darker outside and 
what makes double rainbows? When is the best time to see 
aurorae? Come and find out.

ALL ABOUT DRAGONFLIES
tuesday, January 15, 2013
Marjorie Hughes 
Dragonfly Enthusiast 
There are close to a hundred species of dragonflies 

in Manitoba. Would you like to learn more about them? With the 
help of Powerpoint slides, prepared specimens and a species 
list handout, Marjorie will help you to understand this fascinating 
group of insects.

BIKE. WALK. BUS.  
AND SOMETIMES, DRIVE.
tuesday, January 22, 2013
Beth McKechnie 
Active Transportation Enthusiast
Last year, “Peg City Car Co-op” introduced 

carsharing as an option to a number of Winnipeg neighbour-
hoods. Perhaps you’ve heard of the car co-op, or carsharing, 
but aren’t really sure how it works. Join us to learn how Peg City 
helps its members to live “car-lite”, yet still have access to a 
vehicle when needed. And how, best of all, members pay for a 
car only when they use one!

DISCOVERING LICHENS:  
DIVERSITY and IDENTIFICATION
tuesday, February 5, 2013
Michele Piercey-normore 
Dept. of Biological Sciences,  
University of Manitoba
Lichens are ubiquitous, growing in most habitats of 

the world on both natural and manmade surfaces. They have a 
number of valuable ecological and economic functions. Lichens 
are named and classified according to the fungal partner which 
associates with a photosynthetic partner in a symbiotic relation-
ship. Common macro-lichens are relatively easy to identify to 
genus. With a little more effort, many of the more difficult ones 
can be identified to species. While this presentation will provide 
a snapshot of the broad diversity of lichens, it will focus on the 
Beard lichens (Usnea, Bryoria, Evernia), the Pixie Cups, British 
Soldiers and Reindeer lichens (Cladonia), and the Pelt lichens 
(Peltigera). These commonly encountered lichens form only a 
minute proportion of the 13,500 known species – half of all the 
known Ascomycetes! Learn how to identify lichens, including the 
ecologically important pioneer species that stabilize disturbed 
habitats and the economically important species that produce 
antibacterial or other biologically active compounds.

N A T u R e  M A N i T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2013 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  8 t h  u n t i l  A p r i l  3 0 t h

tiME: 7:30pm

PrE-rEgiStration required! Contact the Nature 
Manitoba office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

rEgiStEr EarlY to aVoiD DiSaPPointMEnt. 
Class sizes are limited to 30. if you are unable 

to attend, please CanCEl by calling the office 
to others may benefit from the vacancy.

loCation: KeLViN HiGH SCHOOL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road. Parking at Kelvin is 

available in the lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for onlY tHrEE WorKSHoPS. if you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. 
if there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 
for non-members (students: $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members). Workshops are open to 
children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen
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ORCHIDS of MANITOBA 
tuesday, February 26, 2013
ian Ward 
Nature Manitoba Orchid Enthusiast
Learn about Manitoba’s 39 species and varieties of 

native orchids: what they look like and where to find them. The 
workshop will cover basic orchid morphology and will provide 
detailed descriptions with photographs of all species, as well  
as typical habitats, flowering times and some good orchid-
hunting locations.

WARBLERS of MANITOBA 
tuesday, March 5, 2013
Christian artuso 
Nature Manitoba Birder
This identification workshop will focus on the regu-

larly occurring warblers of Manitoba, with brief mention of ac-
cidental species. Given the time of year, the visual identification 
section will focus on the breeding plumages (to get you ready 
for spring migration). We will also practise identifying warblers by 
their song. in both cases, we will use the approach of compar-
ing similar species (either similar plumages or similar songs).

BIRD MIGRATION
tuesday, March 19, 2013
andrew Davis 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Bird migration is one of nature’s most fascinating, 

inspiring and yet, mysterious phenomena. This workshop will be 
an overview of many topics around bird migration, including 
which species migrate, why, where they go and how they get 
there. We will also discuss how weather affects migration, review 
some resources for following migration and maybe learn a few of 
the flight calls given by nocturnal migrants.

GULLS
tuesday, april 2, 2013
rudolf Koes 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Reviled by many, enjoyed by some, gulls provide 

some of the greatest identification challenges known to North 
American birders. As they start to return to Manitoba from late 
March on, we will join Rudolf for a workshop on gulls. The focus 
will be on identification and the best observation sites.

THRUSHES and FRIENDS
tuesday, april 16, 2013
Ward Christianson 
Nature Manitoba Birder
Same presenter, different bird group! Ward is 

back again and will focus on thrushes this year. He invites you to 
come out and learn more about these elusive forest songsters.

THE WEATHER –  
IT’S A NEW GAME OUT THERE:  
Help Your Perennial Garden 
Learn to Live Through It
tuesday, april 23, 2013
Charlotte tataryn 
Landscape Designer
Nature is all about change and gardening 

through whatever surprises are in store. Help ensure your trees, 
shrubs and perennials will thrive despite an ever changing 
climate. After several years of rain followed by a couple of 
droughts, annual lovers are beginning to question their expense 
and lack-lustre performance. Perennial gardeners are watching 
their once healthy plants, shrubs and trees suffer – some lost to 
disease and others dying without any “apparent” reason – and 
not understanding why or how. Better knowledge will help give 
all your perennials, soft and woody, the best odds to survive our 
unpredictable winters and springs and help save you time, 
money and frustration. Whether a seasoned veteran, just tired of 
browning cedars, planting petunias and marigolds, are fed up 
with trying to keep the grass green, or have just dug yourself a 
space to garden and don’t know what to do with all that dirt or 
what to plant in it.....this is the workshop for you!

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
tuesday, april 30, 2013
Dr. David Punter 
Retired Professor of Botany
Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the 

spring while most other fungi can be found in late August and 
September. Participants in this workshop will begin learning to 
identify mushrooms in time for the morel season. A field trip will 
be offered in the late summer.

Want to dig deep into the wonders 
of nature under the guidance of 

an expert? Then Nature Manitoba 
workshops are for you!
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission 
has been to promote awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In 
support of this mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide 
variety of educational programs and publications, supports 
research into Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, 
organizes field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and 
advocates for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

NAture MANItoBA Store

www.naturemanitoba.ca

Front Back

See pages 22-23.

NAture MANitobA’s  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2013 
from January 8th until April 30th

Want to dig deep into 
the wonders of nature 

under the guidance 
of an expert? Then 
Nature Manitoba 

workshops are for you!

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

