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Manitoba Marks a  
Major Milestone

by Christian Artuso, Bird Studies Canada,  
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator

A packed hall of Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlassers 
gathered in Winnipeg on November 7 for an evening 
of celebration to mark the accomplishment of 

completing five years of field work and exceeding the 
projects’ participation goals and coverage targets. Despite 
Manitoba’s small population, over 1,000 people registered 
for the atlas project and together amassed over 40,000 
hours of survey effort, totaling well over 300,000 records 
plus over 38,000 point counts – a veritable goldmine of 
data that will guide avian conservation in this province for 
the next 20 years and beyond. 

There was a lot to celebrate and 
many stories from the past five years 
to swap. Hon. Gord Mackintosh, 
Minister of Conservation and Water 
Stewardship, gave a stirring address 
on citizen science and dubbed the attendees “the green army”. 
Steven Price, president of Bird Studies Canada, spoke of what 
this accomplishment means for bird conservation in Canada. 
The evening was even graced with song when dedicated 
atlasser and regional coordinator Peter Taylor sang a rousing 
rendition of “Gypsumville”, set to the tune of Stompin’ Tom’s 
song “Tillsonburg”, with lyrics changed to describe one of his 
atlassing experiences. A rolling PowerPoint presentation of 
photos, quotes, maps and newspaper clippings told the story of 
the atlas from planning to execution. Amongst the many 

thank-you’s, the volunteer Regional Coordinators from each of 
the atlas’s 14 regions gathered on stage (see page 19) to receive 

personalized thank-you gifts in the 
form of a framed, signed photograph of 
one of the birds they had said was a 
highlight of their atlassing experience.

For those who are not aware of the 
immense scope of the atlas, the following may help provide 
perspective: over the past six years, the atlas has raised over 
one million dollars in cash funding plus another million in 
in-kind donations. In addition, if you were to calculate a value 
for all the volunteer hours donated in preparations, in the field, 
in meetings, in data entry and in other aspects of the project, 
you would quickly realize that another million dollars in labour 
has been donated. Manitoba atlassers are justifiably proud of 
their contribution and their achievement. 

(continued on page 4...)

“Manitoba atlassers are 
justifiably proud of their 

contribution and their achievement.”
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Christian Artuso (2nd from right) with 
three of the Regional Coordinators (l to r) 
Rudolf Koes, Peter Taylor, Rob Parsons.
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Checking our bearings

Recently, I and two other board members met with the 
Minister of Conservation and Water Stewardship, the 
Honorable Gord MacKintosh, in his office. It was after 

participating in one of our birding events that the Minister, 
curious to learn more about Nature Manitoba, had invited us to speak about our 
organization. In preparation for the meeting, I wrote down what turned out to be a 
rather long list of our many activities, which then had me wondering if this could be 
reasonably presented in the time scheduled for this meeting. In the end, many of the 
things on the list were discussed with the Minister, but it was the underlying theme of 
“connecting people with Nature” that resounded best with the Minister, since that is also 
one of the goals of his department.  

A comment made by the Minister, after hearing this expansive list, was “how do you 
manage to do so much with just a volunteer organization?” It’s the same question I’ve 
been asking myself for the last few years, but I believe much of our success comes from 
staying focused on our organization’s mandate despite such diversity in our activities. 
However, lately it seems much of my attention, and consequently that of the board, has 
been directed towards managing the financial aspects of the organization. Thus, much 
like in a canoe, if one concentrates too much on watching your paddling technique, it is 
very easy to go off course without realizing it. Continuing with this analogy, I now feel 
we have our paddling technique in control, having made some changes to reduce our op-
erating expenditures over the long term, as well as finding some new sources of revenue. 
Now it’s time to look ahead and make sure we are steering in the right direction.

Thus, I see strategic planning to be an upcoming priority for the board, where we will be 
asking questions such as: are we meeting our mandate? Are we servicing the needs and 
wishes of our membership? Are there other things we should be doing? Are there things 
we should stop doing? Helpful in this process is that our board members represent the 
many parts of our organization, including birders, trip leaders, Mantario Cabin enthusi-
asts, canoers, scientists, environmentalists, etc. And of course, we would like to hear 
from you. I expect this process may involve some future surveying of the membership, 
but as always, I invite you to send (via the Nature Manitoba office) any comments or 
concerns you have about our organization.  
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NOMINATIONS FOR AWARDS to be presented at the March 16 AGM.  
Submit your nominations or suggestions to the office before Jan. 31, 2015.

The Ernest Thompson Seton Medal is 
presented to a distinguished naturalist in 
recognition of enthusiastic commitment to 
an outstanding achievement in the study 
of Manitoba’s natural history. Like Seton, 
the recipient’s carefully recorded observa-
tions of nature stimulated the interest and 
cooperation of others and shared all 
acquired knowledge.

The Ralph Bird Award is presented for 
outstanding contribution in the area of 
natural history in Western Canada. The 
nominee need not be a member of the 
Society or a Canadian citizen. The objec-
tives are to recognize excellence in the 
area of natural history in Western Canada 
but preference may be given to nomina-
tions relating to contributions in Manitoba.

Service Awards are presented to the 
recipients who shall be judged to have 
made significant contributions to the 
Society in areas outside of natural history 
such as: a) long and faithful service; b) 
exceptional organization or leadership 
skills; c) innovations in procedures, organi-
zation or publicity for the society; leading, 
teaching or assisting with Society spon-
sored indoor and outdoor events; d) 
recruitment activities; e) office or newslet-
ter duties; f) such other Society related 
contributions within the spirit of the intent 
of this award.

Prairie Crocus Award is presented by the 
Society for outstanding service in preserv-
ing a part of Manitoba in its natural state.

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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Donna’s  
childhood  
in Winnipeg was 

not steeped in nature; family 
day trips to places like Hecla and Falcon  
Lake were the extent of her exposure to  
the outdoors.

It was not until meeting her first husband 
at university that her real experience of 
nature began, at his family’s Otter Falls 
cottage. With him, she pursued canoeing, 
cycling, triathlons, downhill skiing, 
windsurfing, and by her late twenties had 
become a hard-core outdoor recreationalist. 
They also learned about and joined the 
MNS in the mid-1980s.

A move to Bloomington, Indiana in 1987 
for her husband’s work brought a couple of 
watershed events to Donna’s life. Not being 
able to work in the U.S., she had plenty 
of time for triathlon training (the fittest 
years of her life), and took several road 
trips by herself (she marvels now at her 
bravery). She fell in love with the American 
landscape, from the hardwood forests of 
Indiana to the canyons of Utah. Through 
her travels, she also devel-
oped a life-long interest in 
landscape photography. 

It was also in the U.S. that 
Donna grew from being an 
outdoor recreationalist to 
an environmentalist. She recalls attending 
Earth Day events in Bloomington and 
immersing herself in various local issues. 
When she returned to Winnipeg in 1991, 
one of her first priorities was to get 
similarly involved in Manitoba. She jumped 
onto the board of the fledgling Manitoba 
chapter of CPAWS, where she volunteered 
for over 15 years.

At the same time, 
she also began 

volunteering with Nature 
Manitoba, and says that the 

early 1990s was when she became a 
naturalist, mainly through her involvement 
with the Tall Grass Prairie Preserve and 
birding with her new partner, Ian Ward.

Her full-time office career at the U of M in 
the 1980s morphed into part-time work 
when she returned to Winnipeg, which, 
along with occasional freelance editing,  
has allowed time for her volunteer pursuits, 
including the Garden Tour, Discovery 
Evenings, a stint on the Board from 
2009-2012, and, of course, this newsletter. 
Not to mention the time to take on an 
extensive “Naturescape” makeover of their 
Fort Richmond yard!

While not as athletic as she once was, she  
is still an ardent skier (both on Manitoba’s 
nordic trails and in the B.C. backcountry); 
hiking has replaced cycling, and golfing has 
replaced windsurfing. With Ian, her passion 
for exploring the North American landscape 
continues. They recently set foot on top of 

their 27th state highpoint  
(Mt Humphreys in Arizona). 
While they have done wild- 
erness trips by canoe in the 
north and in Ontario and by 
foot in the B.C. mountains, 
their usual mode of transport 

is their mini-“RV”, a well-equipped (and 
aptly named) Honda Odyssey. Birding and 
photography remain constant occupations 
on their travels.

Donna adds that she is looking forward to 
having the month of June back, now that 
five years of field work for the Breeding 
Bird atlas are over!

DONNA  
DANYLUK

Welcome New Members!
Aug. 15 to Nov. 14, 2014

Diane Antila
Joshua Bright & Marika Olynyk

Tara Brousseau Snider
Diane Clare

John, Amanda, Pascale  
& Simone Dubois

Kris, Rebekka, Sarah  
& Matthew Frederiksen

Abe Friesen
Maureen Harrison

Jeff Higdon
Josh Levac

Christopher Penner & family
Jon Place

Rosemary Pocantos
Horst Reda

Heather Sorko
Keith Sutton

Carol Thiessen
Carlene Trembath

Nature Manitoba’s
95th Annual  
General Meeting
Monday, March 16, 2015
7:00pm at Le Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd, in 
St. Boniface). The AGM will be held in 
Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor). 
It will be followed by a presentation by 
Christian Artuso, Manitoba Breeding 
Bird Atlas Coordinator (see page 21).

Call for Nominations
Board nominations – see page 21. 
Awards nominations – see page 2.

Change to March 2 
Discovery Evening  
(now March 9)
The Discovery Evening originally 
scheduled for March 2 has been 
changed to March 9. The program  
is now “The Passenger Pigeon –  A 
Manitoba Perspective,” presented by 
Randy Mooi, Curator of Zoology at the 
Manitoba Museum. 

See pages 20-21 for details on the six 
remaining Discovery Evenings.

“... her passion 
for exploring the 

North American 
landscape continues.”
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Manitoba Government Announces New Park, Eco-Reserve
(Excerpted from a Manitoba Government press release dated October 15, 2014)

New Chitek Lake Provincial Park,  
Walter Cook Caves Ecological  
Reserve to Protect Unique Areas

The Manitoba government has estab-
lished Chitek Lake Provincial Park as 

the province’s 88th park and has perma-
nently protected the Walter Cook Caves 
Park Reserve as an ecological reserve.

Manitoba’s only herd of free-ranging 
wood bison roam through the area that 
includes Chitek Lake Provincial Park (see 
cover article in Nov/Dec 2010 NM News), 
while the Walter Cook Caves contain a 
variety of unique rock formations and are 
home to little brown bats. This area is 
also the only known place where elk, 
moose, white-tailed deer, woodland caribou and wood bison 
share the same habitat.

Chitek Lake Provincial Park will also become the first land in 
the province to be classified and preserved as indigenous 
traditional use, Conservation and Water Stewardship Minister 
Gord Mackintosh said, adding that this new classification gives 
recognition to lands of natural or cultural significance to 
indigenous people and that these parks are significant tradi-
tional-use areas. While the park has the new classification, it 
will be open to licensed hunting, fishing and trapping. The park 
is now the province’s 12th largest park, covering about 1,000 
square kilometres and is located about 350 km northwest of 
Winnipeg, along the shore of Lake Winnipegosis.

“I am very honoured and thrilled that our wishes have been 
met and there has been so much commitment in working 
together for our future,” said Chief Cameron Catcheway, 
Skownan First Nation. “We must protect our traditional land 

from mineral exploration, mining, logging 
and the list goes on and on.  I am thrilled 
and honoured to be part of history and that 
we can keep the land green and respected 
so the buffalo can roam freely without any 
habitat being jeopardized.”

“I commend the Province of Manitoba for 
their commitment to working with the 
Misipawistik Cree Nation (MCN) on the 
designation and management of the Walter 
Cook Caves Ecological Reserve,” said 
Councillor Heidi Cook, MCN. “My hope is 
that through the protection of this special 

area my grandfather’s legacy is honoured with our peoples’ 
commitment to love, respect and care for the land as he did.”

A new community advisory group has been established to 
co-operatively manage the Walter Cook Caves Park Reserve as 
an ecological reserve, protecting its unique karst features 
(formations of weathered limestone and dolomite) and habitat 
for brown bats.

Ron Thiessen, executive director, CPAWS Manitoba says:  
“We are delighted these protected areas were established in 
partnership with local First Nations and in a manner that 
rightfully honours their ancestral connection to these special 
lands and waters.”

Nature in the News...

On November 7, we took a moment to celebrate but were 
also quick to note that the atlas does NOT end here. There is 
a lot of work ahead in preparing the final atlas products; 
however, most importantly, this atlas is a journey in building 
capacity for bird monitoring and ultimately for conservation 

in Manitoba. Over 100 workshops were run as part of the 
atlas project and many of us grew and developed our skills in 
the process. The plan now is to capitalize on the atlas’s 
momentum to build a more engaged and active community 
for environmental monitoring. Atlassers can and should lend 
their skills to other monitoring and stewardship programs 
such as the Manitoba Important Bird Area program and the 
Manitoba Chimney Swift Initiative (see a complete list of 
Citizen Science opportunities on the back page of this issue). 
There is still much to be done and this celebration marks 
another step in the bigger picture of Manitoba’s naturalist 
community becoming conservation champions.

An album of photos is viewable on the Bird Studies 
Canada and the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas Facebook 
pages. A web-article and radio interview from CBC Mani-
toba can be viewed at cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/
birders-celebrate-5-years-of-manitoba-breeding-bird-
atlas-1.2827743. A video of remote atlassing is viewable 
at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=4w69dO5bCZk

Manitoba Marks a Major Milestone 
(...continued from page 1)
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Hon. Gord Mackintosh gave 
a stirring address on citizen 
science and dubbed the 
atlassers “the green army”.

Walter Cook Caves Ecological Reserve (left), 
and Chitek Lake Provincial Park (right).
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http://cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/birders-celebrate-5-years-of-manitoba-breeding-bird-atlas-1.2827743
http://cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/birders-celebrate-5-years-of-manitoba-breeding-bird-atlas-1.2827743
http://cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/birders-celebrate-5-years-of-manitoba-breeding-bird-atlas-1.2827743
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4w69dO5bCZk
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Encounters of the
           NATURAL Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.

Rescue of an Owl
by Loretta Humeniuk

On Saturday, October 18, my friend Loretta Hebert and I 
had driven up Hwy. 6 to try our luck at fishing at 
Fairford. On the way back home, we decided to take the 

gravel provincial road 325 east from Ashern to where it meets 
Hwy. 17 between Hodgson and Fisher Branch. 

On the way, we made a few stops for photographs – old barns, 
trees topped with yellow leaves, etc. Suddenly my friend said, 
“There’s an interesting picture.” Bird feathers – a wing hanging 
from a barbed wire fence. I backed up and we both snapped 
photos. She thought she saw movement while I was positive 
only feathers were ruffling in the wind. Again she thought she 
saw it move. To satisfy our curiosity, I parked in the road 
allowance leading to the field and we both crawled under the 
fence and walked about 25 metres along the fence to the 
hanging wing. 

To our shock and dismay, a Great Horned Owl’s head turned 
and looked at us with its big beautiful yellow eyes as if to say, 
finally, someone is here to help me. I ran back to the car to get 
thick mitts for both of us. If we were going to attempt a rescue 
there was no telling if the owl would bite or claw our hands. 
Neither happened as we attempted three times to dislodge the 
wing from the barbed wire. Failing to do so, what were our 
next options?

Back in the car, we drove about 10 km to Hodgson and saw a 
Manitoba Forestry Office. No one was around at 5:05pm on a 
Saturday. We drove to the store and 
people there told us to go back and 
try the sheds at the back. Still no one 
answered any knocks or calls. We 
then tried the Home Hardware store 
and a lovely young girl there called 
the Fisher Branch RCMP.

The dispatcher gave me a 1-800 number for Manitoba Conser-
vation. I told the gentleman who answered our plight with 
finding the owl still alive and pinned to the barbed wire fence. 
To my dismay, he seemed unconcerned and was unhelpful; he 
could not tell me when anyone could come out to rescue the 
owl, nor confirm that anyone would come out at all. Who else 
could help us if not Conservation? 

It was now about 5:45. I drove back to the road in Hodgson 
when a white truck passed – an RCMP truck. I honked my horn 
and flashed my lights while in hot pursuit of this truck. The 
officer stopped and I got out to tell him my story. He asked 
what he could do (knowing full well this was not really his 
job). But he must have seen my frustration and concern and 
said, “Do you want me to help you?” “Yes, please!” I pleaded. 

The officer followed us out of town and approximately one km 
west on PR 325 where the owl was hanging on the fence. By 
this time, another vehicle had also stopped at the site. We all 
crawled under the wire to the owl. Again it lifted its head to 
look at us with those gorgeous large yellow eyes before resting 
back, its eyes glazed.

The officer had already called for back up and two more  
officers came to help. One gently held the owl with a towel 
over its head, one held the wire and wing up, and the third 
cut the wire in two spots to release the owl. The owl was 
gently placed into a crate and we drove back to Winnipeg 
and dropped it off at the Pembina Veterinary Hospital. A 

very kind lady on duty informed 
us that the owl, still with barbed 
wire in its wing, would be taken 
speedily to the Prairie Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

We have my friend Loretta to thank 
for noticing the owl’s movements; we thank the other people 
who had stopped (Crystal & family) and provided the towels 
and crate for transporting the bird. But most importantly we 
thank those three officers for their rescue of the owl. We only 
know one of their names (Officer Powe). The initial officer, 
whose name we don’t know, is the true hero of this story for 
stopping, listening, caring and helping two ladies in distress. 

Sadly, we found out from the Prairie Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Centre that the owl had to be put down – its wing was too 
badly injured. But as luck would have it, FortWhyte Alive said 
they would gladly take it, so in one day, a permit was obtained 
(MB Conservation was very helpful with that!), the bird picked 
up and taken to a taxidermist. There it remains until the 
presentation date to FortWhyte Alive, for all who visit the 
centre to enjoy.
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“To our shock and dismay, a Great 
Horned Owl’s head turned and looked 

at us with its big beautiful yellow eyes as if 
to say, finally, someone is here to help me.”
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Monarch Update – 2014
by Deanna Dodgson

A s many of you know, Monarchs overwinter in the 
Oyamel fir and pine forests of Central Mexico. Once 
spring temperatures rise sufficiently, these butterflies 

migrate north to breed and lay eggs. The butterflies that hatch 
from these eggs then continue the journey northward and 
repeat the cycle until the species reaches Canada (this achieved 
by the third “summer” generation). Fall migration begins in late 
summer and is undertaken by the fourth generation, all the 
way from Canada and northern-tier states back to central 
Mexico. An amazing feat by any standard!

On May 29, 2014, the first Monarchs of the season to reach 
Manitoba were reported from the town of Cartwright. Slowly 
through June, and with more frequency in July through 
August, Monarchs were reported from locations throughout the 
south of the province. Often, more than one butterfly was seen 
at a time, this in stark contrast to last season’s observations. 
There were successful releases of multiple adults from larvae 
collected on local properties as well.

For the fourth year in a row, the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada’s Manitoba region office and the Assiniboine Zoo in 
Winnipeg released tagged Monarchs raised in the zoo’s but-
terfly garden. These butterflies will further aid researchers by 
providing scientific data about the species’ migration and how 
many individuals successfully complete their journey.

In 2013, I personally observed only two adults. Contributors to 
the Yahoo! group ManitobaNatureTalk and other naturalists 
(through the Nature Manitoba Newsletter and personal 
comments) also remarked on the paucity of sightings. This 
situation was mirrored throughout the Monarch’s range. 

Happily, in 2014, the news was more encouraging. In July, 
more eggs, larvae (caterpillars) and adults were being reported 
to the Journey North website from across Ontario and the 
Upper Midwest of the United States than were reported in  
all of 2013! The numbers remained strong throughout the 
remainder of the summer. By mid-August, fall migration had 
begun in Canada and the northern-tier states. By mid-October, 
returning Monarchs had reached Texas. There too, the numbers 
remained strong.*

We’ve all heard about the necessity to protect the Monarch’s 
overwintering habitat in central Mexico. The management of 

breeding habitats in North America and the food sources within 
those areas are equally important to the species’ future success. 

Milkweeds are essential to the Monarch, being the only plants 
on which the eggs are laid and the larvae feed upon. In parts of 
the United States, farming practices and other factors have led 
to a serious decline in milkweed. The same is likely true here in 
Manitoba though perhaps to a lesser degree. Proposed milk-
weed recovery plans in the U.S. hope to mitigate these exten-
sive losses. 

Think about including a few milkweed plants in your garden or 
on your property. The non-aggressive native milkweeds (such 
as Swamp Milkweed, Asclepias incarnata) don’t take up a lot of 
space and certainly do not require much upkeep. The under-
stated beauty of the flowers and the benefits to Monarchs and 
other insects will prove a great reward. There are several local 
suppliers of native plants that would be happy to assist you!

*Update from a Nov. 6, 2014 posting on the Journey North 
website: “The first Monarchs of the 2014-2015 overwintering 
season have reached their mountain home in México. The first 
colony — containing several thousand Monarchs — was 
discovered on November 2nd…Monarchs will continue to 
arrive throughout the month of November and into December, 
depending on wind and temperature conditions along the 
migratory path to the north. Very late Monarchs continue to be 
reported, including one this week in Ontario.”

And a prediction from Chip Taylor, Director of Monarch-
Watch, posted on the MonarchWatch blog in September: 
“….the overwintering population in Mexico is certain to be 
larger (than 2013). At a minimum, I expect the population to 
be twice as large as last year or roughly 1.4 hectares but it 
could be twice that size….the conditions during the migration 
will likely determine how many of the migrants reach the 
overwintering sites.”

On this last note, let’s hope that the last of the migrating 
Monarchs stayed ahead of the large Arctic air mass that pushed 
freezing temperatures as far as southern Texas in November! 

For everything you need to know about Monarchs:

 » Journey North: www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/
 » Monarch Watch: monarchwatch.org (in particular Chip 

Taylor’s excellent and detailed articles on “Monarch Popula-
tion Status” at monarchwatch.org/blog/)
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Manitoba Butterfly News – 2014 
by Richard Staniforth 

Eighty-three of Manitoba’s species of butterflies were 
reported during 2014, via the Yahoo! group website 
known as ManitobaNatureTalk. This is a remarkable 

number, as even though there are officially about 144 species 
in total on the provincial list, many of those on the list are very 
rare strays. It is also a surprisingly large number when we 
recall the lateness of spring and the cool, wet, often stormy, 
“un-butterfly-like” weather that prevailed during June this year. 
The accompanying table (see pages 8-9) shows the first dates of 
appearance of all 83 species during 2014 as reported on 
ManitobaNatureTalk.

Our first butterflies were Mourning Cloaks together with 
Compton and Milbert’s Tortoiseshells. These emerged from 
hibernation during the third and fourth weeks of April, a full 
month later than when they usually appear. In May, the next 
group of species were the bright blue Spring Azures and Silvery 
Blues, the inconspicuous brown-coloured Elfins and members 
of the family of white and yellow butterflies, such as Cabbage 
Whites and Clouded Sulphurs. A flurry of species were reported 
throughout the summer, starting with the spectacular Canadian 
and Black Swallowtails and the arrival of a few Monarchs from 
the south. The latest butterflies in 2014 were reported on 
October 25 and October 26. They were, respectively, a Clouded 
Sulphur in St. Boniface by Peter Taylor, and a Mourning Cloak 
in Winnipeg by Deanna Dodgson. The “butterfly season”, if we 
may call it that, lasted from April 19 to October 26, for a total 
of 190 days. 

Are any trends in butterfly populations apparent from the 2014 
reports? Firstly, as mentioned above, the consistent lateness of 
their appearances was noticeable. 

Secondly, migrant species were scarce. In some years Red 
Admirals and other species are very abundant after successful 
broods are produced to the south of Canada and individuals 
flock northwards by the millions. Not so this year. Red Admi-
rals, Painted Ladies, Question Marks were almost non-existent 
in Manitoba. Even those Manitoba species whose populations 
are augmented by foreigners were scarce, such as Orange 
Sulphurs, American Ladies and Western Whites. But there was 
hope for one species! The charismatic Monarch, which was 
almost absent in 2013, did appear in very small numbers in 
early summer and produced a successful brood which matured 

in late summer. These individuals were usually seen heading 
southwards, likely on a return migration to their wintering 
grounds in Mexico (see article on page 6).

Thirdly, nearly thirty species were not reported this year; 
species that we might have expected, as indicated in Manitoba 
Butterflies: A Field Guide by Simone Hébert Allard. It is likely 
that their absence from our records was partly due to scarcity 
of the butterflies themselves. We can probably blame poor 
weather conditions. Sample bias may also have played a role; 
we live in a large, diverse province and coverage by relatively 
few busy butterfly enthusiasts was difficult. For example, 
no-one reported from the Churchill area this year to provide 
records of its unique species. My own observations of Palaeno 
(Chippewa) Sulphurs and a single Dorcas Copper at Courage 
Lake on the Nunavut border were the most northern butterfly 
records this year. Butterfly-ers are often also birders, and the 
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas has kept many of us hopping in 
this, its final, year of field work. 

Some rarities were reported, including a Broad-winged Skipper 
by Larry de March at Reed Falls. The appearances of Mottled 
Duskywings (Sandilands Provincial Forest) and Tawny Cres-
cents (Porcupine Hills Provincial Forest) are hopeful signs, as 
these species are showing rapid declines in their ranges else- 
where in North America. As for myself, a very late Mottled 
Duskywing on July 26, as well as a Harris’s Checkerspot, Large 
Marble and Common Alpine were enough to distort conversa-
tion around the dinner table for a while, much to my family’s 
frustration! 

Lastly, Manitoba has some species that do not complete their 
life cycles in single years; they are “biennials”. The Macoun’s 
Arctic appears in even years in eastern Manitoba and in 
odd-numbered years in the west. Unfortunately, we only 
received a single observation for it in eastern Manitoba this 
year. It will be interesting to see what will happen in 2016, and 
next year in western Manitoba. The record of the Grizzled 
Skipper was unexpected. This biennial species is normally 
found in odd-numbered years. Its appearance this year left us 
scratching our heads!

All in all, the recording of Manitoba butterfly records by means 
of ManitobaNatureTalk site was a fun learning experience for 
me. Thank you everyone for your reports, suggestions and 
advice. Thank you, Larry de March, for being the founder and 
moderator of the Yahoo! group that made it possible. By the 
way, the website for ManitobaNatureTalk (which covers all 
aspects of Manitoba nature other than birds) is:  
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/manitobanaturetalk/info

And now we wait to see what 2015 will bring forth.
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Black Swallowtail 
(Papilio polyxenes)

Mottled Duskywing 
(Erynnis martialis)

http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/manitobanaturetalk/info
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Earliest dates for butterflies in Manitoba during 2014  
as reported on ManitobaNatureTalk (list is in taxonomic order)
1. Can. Tiger Swallowtail .......May 31 ............Roseau River (L. Klassen)
2. Black Swallowtail ..............June 10 ...........Faulkner (R. Staniforth)
3.  Cabbage White..................May 18 ............E. Kildonan, Winnipeg (D. Dodgson)
4.  Mustard White ...................May 27 ............Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler)
5.  Western White ...................May 30 ............Elmwood, Winnipeg (R. Staniforth)
6.  Checkered White ...............June 18 ...........Brightstone Sandhills (D. Dodgson)
7.  Large Marble .....................May 28 ............Reed Falls, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
8.  Clouded Sulphur ...............May 31 ............Transcona (D. Neufeld)
9.  Orange Sulphur .................July 3 ...............Reed Falls, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
10. Pink-edged Sulphur ..........July 2 ............... Inverness Falls, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
11. Giant Sulphur ....................June 8 .............Faulkner (R. Staniforth)
12. Palaeno Sulphur ................July 9 ...............Egenolf Lake (R. Staniforth)
13. Harvester ...........................May 22 ............Moss Spur Rd. (L. de March)
14. Dorcas Copper ..................July 16 .............Old Hwy 15 (L. de March)
15.  Purplish Copper ................Aug 18 .............The Maples, Winnipeg (R. Staniforth)
16.  Bronze Copper ..................Aug 18 .............The Maples, Winnipeg (R. Staniforth)
17. Striped Hairstreak .............July 12 .............Hwy 44 & Culver (P. Taylor)
18. Coral Hairstreak.................July 24 .............Bissett (P. Taylor)
19.	 Brown	Elfin ........................May 22 ............Siegs Corner, Agassiz P.F. (P. Taylor)
20.	 Henry’s	Elfin.......................June 13 ...........Sandilands P.F. (L. de March)
21.	 Hoary	Elfin .........................May 16 ............Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson)
22.	 Eastern	Pine	Elfin ..............May 23 ............North Star Trail, Belair P.F. (D.Dodgson)
23. Eastern Tailed Blue ............June 10 ...........Winnipeg (L. de March) 
24. Western Tailed Blue ...........June 24 ...........Red Deer Lake (R. Staniforth)
25. Silvery Blue ........................May 31 ............P.R.317, Agassiz P.F. (P. Taylor)
26. Northern Spring Azure .......May 11 ............Fort Garry, Winnipeg (R. Parsons)
27. Summer Azure ...................July 12 .............Hwy 44 & Culver (P. Taylor)
28. Northern Blue ....................July 11 .............Bannock Pt., Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
29. Grt. Spangled Fritillary .......July 20 .............Ashern (D. Martin)
30. Aphrodite Fritillary .............July 5 ...............St. Labre, Sandilands P.F. (R.Staniforth)
31. Atlantis Fritillary .................July 5 ...............Old 15 Hwy (L. de March)
32. Meadow Fritillary ...............June 7 ............. Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
33. Frigga Fritillary ...................June 7 ............. Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
34. Silver-bordered Fritillary ....July 10 .............Marble Ridge (D. Dodgson)
35. Freija Fritillary ....................May 29 ............ Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
36. Purplish Fritillary ................Aug 4 ...............Black Lake, Nopiming P.P. (R. Staniforth)
37. Variegated Fritillary ............Sept 1 ..............Ste Genevieve. (R. Staniforth)
38. Northern Crescent .............June 13 ...........Lyon’s Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March) 
39. Tawny Crescent .................June 25 ...........Mafeking, Porcupine Mountains P.F. (R. Staniforth)
40. Harris’s Checkerspot .........July 5 ...............St. Labre, Sandilands P.F. (R. Staniforth)

Bittersweet Ski Trails
by Ardythe McMaster

Bittersweet ski trails all set and ready for snow. During the fall season, we wel-
comed several groups of hikers out to enjoy the scenery and the trails, which 

look so different without snow. But as soon as snow conditions warrant, we will start 
grooming. We post trail conditions on the CCSAM website every Friday afternoon, 
so skiers can make their weekend plans. Remember that on weekends the Nordic 
Centre is open, with free coffee and cookies! We will gladly open the Nordic Centre 
for midweek ski groups, as long as they let us know they are coming.

The 2015 Bittersweet Loppet and Family Fun Day is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 15 
(the Louis Riel Weekend). As its name suggests, this is a day for fun, with no races 
or set distances, just an opportunity to ski with the family. Last year our Jackrabbits 
enjoyed a lively version of the Winter Olympics, and all children were invited to join 
in the fun. Besides skiing, there are sleigh rides and a sit down barbecue dinner in 
the big tent. Watch the CCSAM website for details on how to register for the dinner.

Visit the MB Cross-Country Ski Association website at: www.ccsam.ca
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(continued on following page...)

Harris’s Checkerspot 
(Chlosyne harrisii)

Tawny Crescent 
(Phyciodes batesii)

Dorcas Copperr 
(Lycaena dorcas)

Monarch  
(Danaus plexippus)
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41. Question Mark .....................July 9 .............. Winnipeg (L. de March)
42. Green Comma .....................May 21 ........... Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler)
43. Gray Comma .......................May 16 ........... Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson)
44. Satyr Comma ......................Sept 7 ............. Brightstone Sand Hlls (D. Dodgson)
45. Eastern Comma ..................Sept 7 ............. Brightstone Sand Hills (D. Dodgson)
46. Compton Tortoiseshell. .......April 19 ........... E.Kildonan, Winnipeg (D. Dodgson)
47. Milbert’s Tortoiseshell. .........May 9 ............. F.R 13/13A, Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson)
48. Mourning Cloak. ..................April 29 ........... E.Kildonan, Winnipeg (G. Budyk) 
49. Red Admiral ........................June 18 .......... Brightstone Sandhills (D. Dodgson)
50. Painted Lady .......................May 31 ........... P.R. 317, Agassiz P.F. (P. Taylor)
51. American Lady ....................July 26 ............ Badger (R. Staniforth)
52. White Admiral ......................June 17 .......... Whitemouth Lake (R. Parsons)
53. Viceroy ................................June 13 .......... Birch R. & P.R.503 (L. de March)
54. Monarch ..............................May 31 ........... St. Pierre (L. Klassen)
55. Little Wood Satyr .................July 2 .............. Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
56. Eyed Brown .........................July 2 .............. Old 15 Hwy (L. de March)
57. Common Wood-Nymph ......July 26 ............ Badger (R. Staniforth)
58. Northern Pearly-eye ............July 2 .............. Old 15 Hwy (L. de March)
59. Common Ringlet .................June 13 .......... Hwy 1 & Whitemouth R. (L. de March)
60. Common Alpine ..................June 20 .......... Novra, Porcupine Mountains P.F. (R. Staniforth)
61. Red-disked Alpine ...............May 29 ........... Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
62. Macoun’s Arctic ..................June 9 ............ Belair P.F. (D. Dodgson)
63. Silver-spotted Skipper ........July 7 .............. Winnipeg (L. de March)
64. Northern Cloudywing ..........June 3 ............ Bird’s Hill P.P. (R. Staniforth)
65. Juvenal’s Duskywing ...........June 11 .......... Hadashville (D. Dodgson)
66. Dreamy Duskywing .............May 29 ........... Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
67. Columbine Duskywing ........Aug. 13 ........... Jessica Lake (L. de March)
68. Mottled Duskywing .............June 7 ............ Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson)
69. Grizzled Skipper ..................May 28 ........... Reed Falls, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
70. Arctic Skipper ......................June 7 ............ Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson) 
71. European Skipper ...............July 9 .............. Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler)
72. Com. Branded Skipper .......July 4 .............. Star Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
73. Indian Skipper .....................July 10 ............ Jessica Lake, Whiteshell P.P. (L. de March)
74. Broad-winged Skipper ........July 23 ............ Whitemouth Lake (L. de March)
75. Northern Broken Dash ........July 23 ............ Whiteshell Lake (L. de March)
76. Long Dash ...........................July 5 .............. St. Labre, Sandilands P.F. (R. Staniforth)
77. Peck’s Skipper ....................July 9 .............. Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler) 
78. Tawny-edged Skipper .........July 9 .............. Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler)
79. Dun Skipper ........................July 9 .............. Hecla P.P. (R. Shettler)
80. Hobomok Skipper ...............June 13 .......... Hwy 1 & Brokenhead R. (L. de March)
81. Dusted Skipper ...................June 18 .......... Brightstone Sandhills (D. Dodgson)
82. Com. Roadside Skipper ......June 7 ............ Sandilands P.F. (D. Dodgson)
83. Pepper & Salt Skipper .........June 16 .......... Headingley (R. Shettler)

(...continued from previous page)

Eunice Mary Kells 
1932 – 2014

Nature Manitoba member Eunice Kells passed away at Riverview Health 
Centre on October 27, 2014. Excerpts from her obituary in the Winnipeg 

Free Press: She is survived by her husband Brian, daughters Madeline and 
Elaine, and son-in-law David. Eunice trained to be a registered nurse in 
England, and came to Canada in 1957, eventually working at the Women’s 
Pavilion at the Health Sciences Centre. Aside from her family, tennis, outdoor 
life, music, sewing and reading claimed her interest and participation. Eunice 
was so grateful for all of the friends she made during her active life.

From Les McCann: Eunice was a good “Nature friend” to many of us, and 
enjoyed taking part in a number of our field trips. She served on the Board 
from 2000 to 2003, and more recently helped out at many of the garage 
sales, and at our holiday Discovery Evening programs in December. Eunice 
will be missed.Eunice on a Nature Manitoba outing 

at Arden Ridge in April 2010.
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Manitoba Butterflies:  
A Field Guide
This butterfly field guide makes for a 
great holiday gift for those aspiring 
butterfly-ers you may know. 

It is available for $39 (no tax) from our 
website at www.naturemanitoba.ca 
(see the “Books” section, online pay-
ments are made via PayPal), or you can 
order it from our office by calling 204-
943-9029 or emailing info@naturemani-
toba.ca. Shipping fees are $10 for orders 
within Manitoba.

See a review of this book by Pat Mackay 
on page 7 of the January/February 2014 
issue of Nature Manitoba News.

Manitoba 
Butterflies

A field guide

simone Hébert Allard

MAnitoBA  Butterflies: A field guide
simone Hébert Allard

Manitoba Butterflies sets a new standard for butterfly field guides, featuring 101 different species of Manitoba’s 
butterflies and over 1,100 photographs. for the first time in any field guide, the life cycles of all 101 species are 
detailed with photographs, some of which have never been published before. each butterfly is presented over 
two pages in a clear and easy-to-follow format. space is provided for butterfly lovers of all ages to track the 
species they find and the various stages of the life cycle they observe.

Praise for Manitoba Butterflies

A field guide yes, but more than most. simone Hébert Allard’s Manitoba Butterflies is visually magnificent. 
At the same time, the book is full of expert detail, and life history illustration, which has been notoriously 
hard to find. Her photographs and new information on butterflies of the far north, are a particularly valu-
able contribution.

—david shaw, research Associate, Mcguire Center for lepidoptera

in Manitoba Butterflies, simone Hébert Allard has created a field guide to native butterflies that will be of 
interest to scientists, while still being accessible to amateur enthusiasts of all levels of experience. the 
species pages are clear and intuitive, and will be a pleasure to use in the field.  this will be a must-have 
book for all serious butterfly enthusiasts (watchers, rearers, and collectors) in Western Canada and in 
the northern tier of states in the us.

 —Jeffrey Marcus, Associate Professor, university of Manitoba

Hébert Allard
MAnitoBA  Butterflies: A field guide

7 8 0 8 8 8 0 1 4 1 3 99

ISBN  978-0-88801-413-9

Writer and visual artist simone Hébert Allard was born in st. Boniface, Manitoba. A compelling interest 
in nature has been a driving force throughout her life, a love that she expresses in both print and 
images. Besides having published five nature-related children’s books in french, she has taken part in 
a number of artistic exhibitions and directed a television documentary on the 
unusual theme of Canada’s lake monsters. Manitoba Butterflies: A field guide 
is her first adult book.

the life cycle of the American lady

photo by glenn richardson photo by glenn richardson photo by glenn richardson photo by nichole Madsen
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TRACKING BATS: 
How microchips can help us learn about 
the effects of white-nose syndrome
by Alana Wilcox, M.Sc. student, University of Winnipeg

Many bats in Manitoba are hibernators that survive 
long, harsh winters on stored fat by drastically 
lowering their body temperature and metabolism. 

Throughout winter, about every few weeks, bats will 
rewarm their body temperature to normal, possibly to drink 
or to excrete wastes. These bouts of rewarming, also known 
as arousals, are energy expensive and can account for more 
than 80% of energy use during hibernation. Sadly this 
unique lifestyle of hibernating bats is making them suscep-
tible to disease.

White-nose syndrome (WNS) is a disease caused by the 
cold-loving fungus Pseudogymnoascus destructans (Pd). First 
found in North America in 2007, the disease has killed more 
than 6 million bats across the eastern United States and 
Canada. Currently WNS is found in 25 states and 5 Canadi-
an provinces, with the closest confirmed cases near Mani-
toba being in Wisconsin and near Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
The disease is also suspected in northern Minnesota, but 
confirmed cases have not been established. So, although 
Pd is not present in Manitoba, it is rapidly approaching. 

WNS is known to affect seven 
species of bats, three of which 
call Manitoba home, including 
the Little Brown Bat, Big Brown 
Bat, and Northern Long-eared 
Bat. The disease causes them to 
arouse too frequently during the winter, prematurely 
depleting fat stores crucial to survival. Unfortunately little is 
known about transmission of the disease and what can be 
done to help conserve species most affected by WNS.

Some bats, like Little Brown Bats, can travel over 500 km 
between summer roosts and the caves or mines (“hiber-
nacula”) where they will hibernate for the winter. Since 
these short-distance movements could facilitate transmis-
sion of disease, it is essential that researchers learn more 
about when bat populations in Manitoba travel and where 

they go. To investigate this, 
University of Winnipeg PhD 
researcher Mary-Anne Collis  
is determining the movement 
patterns and survival rates of 
healthy populations of Little 
Brown Bats.

To monitor bats, the animals are caught using vertically 
stringed traps, called harp traps, that catch and gently 
funnels bats into pouches. Bats are then assessed for weight, 
sex, and body condition, before being implanted with a 
passive inductive transponder (PIT tag). These PIT tags are 
the equivalent of microchips commonly used to track house-
hold pets, and they allow researchers to track a bat’s move-
ments between hibernacula. This allows Collis to determine 
how long bats are hibernating (e.g., when they emerge 
from the hibernacula) and, ultimately will help researchers 
understand changes in hibernation patterns after WNS.

Movement patterns may also be related to environmental 
conditions, which can in turn affect the prevalence and 
spread of WNS. Since Pd doesn’t grow well at high tempera-
tures, warm weather may help to limit the spread of the 
disease. So Collis will also be looking at how temperature, 
humidity, and barometric pressure affect emergence in 
spring and if this could affect transmission of WNS.

The Manitoba Bat Blitz is always on the lookout for bat 
colonies throughout Manitoba. Got bats?! Email the  
Manitoba Bat Blitz at mbbatblitz@hotmail.com or call  
(204) 789-1463. For more information visit their website: 
www.willisbatlab.org/manitoba-bat-blitz.html

Mary-Anne Collis, PhD researcher from the University 
of Winnipeg, releasing a Little Brown Bat.

Insectivorous bats such as this Little Brown Bat can 
be seen in large numbers outside of hibernacula in 

autumn. Bats will gain mass during this time and then 
survive on these fat stores throughout hibernation.
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“The disease has killed more than 6 million 
bats across the eastern United States and 

Canada....although White-nose syndrome is not 
present in Manitoba, it is rapidly approaching.”

mailto:mbbatblitz%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.willisbatlab.org/manitoba-bat-blitz.html
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A Backyard Bird  
Spa in Winter
by Sherrie Versluis, The Preferred Perch

Winter in Manitoba can be challenging 
with extreme cold temperatures, biting 
wind chills, and lots of snow. Thank-

fully, we humans have heated homes to be spared 
these discomforts. For wildlife, it is a very differ-
ent story. They live outside in these conditions 24 
hours a day fighting to survive by finding food 
and shelter no matter what the conditions may 
be. The interest in feeding wild birds has brought 
about many advances in the products available, 
as well as in the quality of many common prod-
ucts. It is no secret that feeding and attracting 
wild birds has become the second biggest hobby 
in North America. Those who participate want 
the best for ‘their’ birds and are always seeking out new 
birdfeeders and foods. Here are some tips to make the best 
of your backyard and bring some fabulous birds this season.

Feeders

To add something new to your traditional feeders consider 
seed log and suet log feeders. Both are great for a variety of 
birds including chickadees, nuthatches, woodpeckers, and 
blue jays. In a seed log feeder, the food itself is a com-
pressed log of seeds, nuts, and fruit with a hole through the 
center. The feeder has a base for birds to perch on, a roof to 
protect the seed log, and a rod going from top to bottom. 
The roof is removed, the seed log slides onto the rod, and 
the roof is attached again. The seed log lasts longer than 
loose seed and provides great viewing pleasure as the birds 
work away at it. 

An alternative to the traditional suet 
cage is a suet log. These are usually 
made of oak and are lengths of natural 
wood pieces that have holes drilled 
throughout. Suet is packed into the 
holes and birds cling to the bark to pick 
the suet out. Please remember that suet is the fat from beef 
or venison. Bacon fat and lard are often considered a 
replacement and are not suitable. Bacon fat is very high in 
sodium and causes dehydration. Store-bought lard contains 
preservatives that cause rapid-growing tumours in birds, 
and both of these products are difficult for birds to digest. 

Foods

The most commonly available wild bird food is a seed 
mixture. These mixes tend to be very messy as birds dig 
through them to find what they like. Sadly, the majority of 
the ingredients in these mixtures are fillers and no backyard 
bird will eat them. Much of the seed is left behind to rot and 
is a big mess to clean up in spring. If you do like to offer a 
seed mixture, consider a ‘garden friendly’ version. All of the 

seeds in these mixes are edible with no shells on them to 
make for a cleaner option. Birds enjoy these immensely as 
they don’t have to work as hard. Be sure to avoid mixes that 
contain wheat, barley, and oats. These are common fillers 
used in many commercial mixes and serve no purpose in 
feeding backyard birds. If you want to keep it simple, black 
oil sunflower seeds are the universal food for feeding birds.

Water

Water is the necessity of life for all living things but what do 
birds do in winter? Not only do birds need water to drink 
but also for preening and maintaining their feathers. The 
condition of a bird’s feathers in winter makes all the differ-
ence between life or death. All birds have an oil gland 
located at the base of their tails. This gland is moistened 
with water and the birds will then disperse the oil through-

out their body by using their head to 
wipe it upward and over themselves. 
This helps to protect birds from wind, 
to insulate themselves, and keeps flight 
feathers in top condition. In winter, 
birds will eat snow to get their water 
intake. They will also seek out water 

along rivers where small patches of water are sometimes 
available in areas where the current keeps ice from forming.

Then there is the heated bird bath. These baths are thermo-
statically controlled to keep water available all season long. 
They are designed as either a classic-style bath on a stand  
or versions that can be mounted on fence or deck railings.  
I often place branches across the bowl to provide places  
for smaller birds to land. The heated bowls have built-in 
elements that have an auto-shut off if the bath runs out of 
water. They can be plugged into any outlet with a ground-
fault interrupter. Birds mainly use the baths for drinking in 
winter but will occasionally splash in the water on sunny 
days to assist with their preening. These are a wonderful 
addition to any feeding station in winter and the birds will 
show their gratitude with regular visits. 
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Evening grosbeaks drinking in -34C 
weather in 2009. If you look closely, 

you can see frost on their eyebrows.

“Heated bird baths are a 
wonderful addition to 

any feeding station in winter 
and the birds will show their 
gratitude with regular visits.”
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Hike La Barrière Park
Sun. November 30th

Hike to get ready for your Grey Cup party. 
Meet at 10am at La Barrière Park at the 

parking lot on Waverley south of Perimeter, 
and north of bridge over La Salle River.

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Riverview Walk
Sun. December 7th

Meet at BDI’s (ice cream) parking lot on 
Jubilee at 10am. We will walk around 

Churchill Drive and around where Mike 
Holme’s new development will be. 

Please bring a light lunch, water and 
appropriate footwear and clothing.

Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 
or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2] 

Hike Assiniboine Forest
Sun. December 14th

Meet at 10am at the parking lot at 
the corner of Grant & Chalfont.

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Ski Beaudry Park
Sat. December 20th
Join Les for this day ski.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Winter Camping in the Whiteshell
Sat. Dec. 27th - Tue. Dec. 30th
Join Sean on a 4-day trip into the 
Whiteshell backcountry for some 

winter camping. My goal for the trip 
is to spend some time ice-fishing and 
enjoying our winter environment. If 
ice and weather conditions make the 

location unreachable the destination will 
change, but the trip will happen unless 
the highways are closed. I am limiting 

this trip to a total of four other campers. 
Participants must be prepared for and 
knowledgeable regarding camping at 
cold temperatures; temperatures may 

reach -30C and participants will have to 
provide a gear list to be accepted. Ensure 

you are aware of the snowshoeing trip 
ratings before responding (viewable in our 

website’s “Outdoor Activities” section). 
Contact Sean Worden at 204-781-0796 

or srworden@mts.net. [Rate 5]

Hike to Fort Whyte
Sun. December 28th

Meet at 10am at the parking lot at 
the corner of Grant & Chalfont.

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Winter Camping at Turtle 
Mountain’s James Lake Cabin

Fri. Jan. 2nd - Sun. Jan. 4th
The James Lake cabin has been booked 

for this trip, which will involve two 
overnights. At time of booking it’s hard 
to predict the snow conditions but the 
plan is to ski the area during the day. 
Snowshoers are welcome. Participants 
will need winter clothing and sleeping 
bag. Please try to contact me before 
Christmas if you would like to come.

Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 or 
alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 4-5] 

Hike Bois des Esprits Trails
Sun. January 11th

Hike along the Seine River in 
South St. Vital. Meet at 10am at 

Starbucks on St. Anne’s Rd. facing 
the bridge going into Royalwood.

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Ski Otter Falls Trail
Sat. January 17th

Join Les for a day ski on this 
beautiful Whiteshell trail.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Ski Beaudry Park
Sun. January 18th

Join Karen for this pleasant ski through 
the forest along Assiniboine River.

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Rate 2]

Hike along Seine River 
up to Red River
Sun. January 25th

Hike from Happyland Park along Seine 
River up to Red River. Meet at 10am at 
St. Joseph Street at entrance leading to 
Fort Gibraltar. A shuttle will be used.

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Walk Assiniboine River
Sun. February 8th

Walk from East Gate to The Forks. Meet 
at 10am at The Forks in front of Johnson 

Terminal. A shuttle will be used.
Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Ski Pinawa
Sat. February 14th

Join Les for a full day of skiing. These 
are somewhat challenging trails.  

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3]

Hike Birds Hill Park
Sun. February 22nd

Meet at 10am at the Perkins at 
Lagimodière and Regent Ave. 

Call Roger Sutherland at  
204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Ski Pinawa
Sun. March 1st

Ski shield-country forest with some 
steep hills. This is a day trip because of 
the drive, but we will pace our skiing 
and take breaks in the warming huts.  

Contact Karen Clements at 204-770-4375 
or karenclements@shaw.ca. [Rate 3]

Trips are not always planned far enough ahead to be listed here. See the Outdoor Activities section at  
www.naturemanitoba.ca for the most up-to-date listing, or sign-up there to receive a weekly list by email.

Winnipeg River Outing
Sat. December 6th

This is your chance to get a start on your 
winter list. We hope to see lingering 
waterfowl, such as Long-tailed Duck 
and Harlequin Duck, or rare gulls.
Call Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-2977 

for details or to register. [Rate 1]

Winnipeg Christmas Bird Count
Sun. December 14th

This is a great opportunity to see some 
wintering birds in the city. Join tens of 
thousands of other birders across North 

America and help contribute to our 
knowledge of winter bird distribution. A 
potluck dinner and compiling session will 
be held afterwards. See page 17 for the 
full list of CBC locations and contacts.
Contact Rudolf Koes at 204-661-0763 

for details or to register. [Rate 1]

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

More Grey Hares trips will be 
scheduled for February. Trips are 
not always planned far enough 
ahead to be listed here. See our 

website’s “Outdoor Activity” section 
for the most up-to-date listing.

Birds Hill Park Ski/Hike
Wed. December 3rd

Subject to ski conditions, may be a hike 
on mountain biking trails, east of the 

stable. Remember to bring a park pass!
Kevin or Anita Miller at 204-224-3628 

or k.a.miller@mts.net. [Rate 2]

Ski Pinawa Trails
Wed. December 17th

Seven km’s of easy skating and classic trails 
on the Pinawa Golf Course, and 40km of 
forested classic trails of varying levels of 
difficulty in the Canadian Shield, with 
warming huts. An easy ski on the golf 
course is possible for a leisurely group. 

The Pinawa Club is right at the trail head.
Kevin or Anita Miller at 204-224-3628 

or k.a.miller@mts.net. [Rate 1-4]

Ski Fort Whyte Alive
Wed. December 31st

Enjoy a relaxed last ski of the year (2014, 
that is!) and get fit for the New Year!

Julie Jacobson at 204-487-2488. [Rate 1]

Ski Grand Beach Trails
Wed. January 7th

Ski some of the 35kms of rolling, 
forested and sheltered trails in the 

spruce and pine forests of Grand Beach, 
including a number of interconnected 
loops. Trails are groomed with double 

classic tracks and a skating trail.
Kathy Holt at 204-269-6052. [Rate 2]

Ski/Snowshoe Birds Hill Park
Wed. January 14th

Remember your park pass!
For skiing, contact Brian  
Wagg at 204-663-8333. 

For snowshoeing, contact Brian 
Bettess at 204-256-2248. [Rate 2]

Ski Sandilands Trails
Wed. January 21st

Ski the forested trails east of Steinbach 
(choose from 35kms of trails).

Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 2-3]

Ski/Snowshoe Birds Hill Park
Wed. January 28th

Please remember your park pass!  
Note: This is the same outing as 

scheduled on January 14 – it could be 
an opportunity to enjoy both sports!

For skiing, contact Brian  
Wagg at 204-663-8333.  

For snowshoeing, contact Brian 
Bettess at 204-256-2248. [Rate 2]

Ski Hecla Island
Tue. Feb. 3rd - Thu. Feb. 5th
Ski or snowshoe from Lakeview 

Hecla Resort to various destinations 
on the island, using the groomed 
trails provided by Manitoba Parks. 

Remember your park pass! **Deadline 
to register is January 15, 2015.

Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Rate 1-3]

Ski Agassiz Provincial Forest
Wed. February 11th

12kms of classic groomed trails, west of 
Lac du Bonnet, winding through gently 

rolling terrain and pine and spruce forest.
Angela Kemp at 204-772-9009. [Rate 2]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threat-
ening. Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

Grey Hares breakfast at the Pembina Village Restaurant.
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by Rudolf Koes

A ll counts for the 2014 Fall Hawk Watch were held on 
13 September, except for Area 1 (6 September) and 
Area 11 (20 September). The total number of indi-

vidual raptors seen compares well with the totals of the past 
few years, although presence or absence of certain counts 
always skews the results. This year Virden (the Brandon 
group) was included, but Whytewold was missing in ac- 
tion. Whytewold usually boosts the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
and Broad-winged Hawk totals. Turkey Vulture numbers 
were the highest since 2010, Osprey and Bald Eagle were 
well-above average, American Kestrel seems to continue to 
rebound and the Merlin total of 27 was record-high. Of note 
was that not a single Common Loon or owl was reported.

The overall total of all bird species recorded was 167. (Note 
that the total species given below are all bird species, 
whereas the totals in the table are hawks only.) 

Area 1. Birds Hill Provincial Park – Patricia Beach – Grand 
Marais/Grand Beach – Traverse Bay – Gull Lake

Nella Schmidt, Ron Dueck, Darlene Dyck, James Whitelaw

Total 67 species. Highlight for this group was finding the 
only Rough-legged Hawks of the count and observing a 
Yellow-throated Vireo.

Area 2. Carman – Morden – Pembina River Valley – 
Mowbray – Snowflake – Manitou

Rob Parsons, Liis Veelma

Total 86 species. Rob and Liis spotted the rarity of the day, a 
Sabine’s Gull, near Manitou. They also noted five Great 
Egrets.

Area 3. Delta – Lynch Point

Garry Budyk, Gene Walz, John Weier

Total 110 species. As usual, the south end of Lake Manitoba 
produced the highest overall species list of the day. The 
group tallied 14 species of shorebird, four Great Egrets, a 
California Gull and 12 Caspian Terns.

Area 4. Landmark – Ostenfeld – Elma – Spruce Siding 
Road

Lars Jansson, Ron Austin, Red Clarke, Al Mickey

Total 67 species. Lars and company had the second-highest 
number of Turkey Vultures and noted the only Gray Jay of 
the day.

Area 5. Oak Hammock Marsh – Matlock – West side of 
Lake Winnipeg to Hecla Island Provincial Park

Gord Grieef, Don Wilson

Total 84 species. Gord and Don found the only Gray-
cheeked Thrushes and Yellow-headed Blackbirds of the day, 
plus an early Lapland Longspur. 

Area 6. Beausejour – Allegra – Brightstone – Lac du Bonnet 
– Pine Falls – PR. 304 – Brokenhead River

Peter Taylor, Randy Mooi, Reto Zach, Rudolf Koes

Total 83 species. This area delivered a good number of Bald 
Eagles, American Kestrels and Merlins. The group tallied 
164 Blue Jays, a Red-necked Phalarope, a few Rusty Black-
birds and a late Purple Martin, but missed Sandhill Crane 
for the first time ever.

2014 Fall Hawk Watch Swainson Hawk (female) in flight as she 
approaches one of her favourite poles. (D. Swayze)

A Merlin with a meal, 
west of Gimli.
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Area 7. Grosse Isle – Argyle – Woodlands – W. Shoal Lake –  
St. Ambroise – PR. 227 dump – Poplar Point

Ward Christianson, Marlene Waldron

Total 101 species. Ward and Marlene found 35 Great Egrets 
at the Shoal Lakes and two California Gulls at the PR. 227 
dump. They were the only ones to record Bank Swallow and 
Mourning Warbler.

Area 8. Confluence of Plum River and Red River

Luc Blanchette

Total 47 species. Luc observed for a few hours from just one 
spot, hence the low totals. He recorded Red-breasted 
Merganser.

Area 9. Elie – Rossendale – Portage la Prairie

Katharine Schulz, Linda Pearn, Cathy Dewar, Neil Butchard

Total 70 species. Best birds seen in Area 9 were a Peregrine 
Falcon and the only Lark Sparrow of the day.

Area 10. Grosse Isle – Argyle – E., N., and W. Shoal Lake

Ken Gardner

Total 70 species. Ken covered some of the same ground as 
Ward and Marlene, so there may be some overlap between 
the two parties. He found 14 Great Egrets and 30+ Rusty 
Blackbirds. He was the only one to see Gray Partridge (a 
covey), Marsh Wren and House Finch.

Area 11. Assiniboine River Valley NE of Virden 

Cal Cuthbert, Erica Alex, Ken Barclay, Dave Barnes, Gillian 
Richards, Louanne Reid, Ray Pettinger, Rob Trott

Total 69 species. This group braved the rain on the drive 
from Brandon, but was rewarded with the greatest raptor 
diversity and the second-highest number of individual 
raptors. They also found the only Tundra Swans, American 
Black Duck and American Bittern of the count and spotted 
ten Great Egrets. Later they saw this fall’s second Sabine’s 
Gull at Oak Lake.

2014 Fall Hawk Watch Results
Species Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Area 6 Area 7 Area 8 Area 9 Area 10 Area 11 Totals

Turkey Vulture 21 2  2 61 2 68  1  5  2 16 180

Osprey  6 1  1  2  2  1   13

Bald Eagle 10 2 10  2 3 25  7  3  4 14   80

Northern Harrier 2 10  2 7  9  6  8  7  4   3   58

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 12 1  4  2  4  1 11   36

Cooper’s Hawk  1  1  3  1  1   2     9

Northern Goshawk   1     1

Unidentified accipiter   4     4

Broad-winged Hawk  1 1  1  1  1 18   23

Swainson’s Hawk    1  2   6    9

Red-tailed Hawk  6 12  6  7 6 21 21  8 32  6 40 165

Rough-legged Hawk  2    2

Unidentified buteo   1   3    4

American Kestrel  2  2 17 4 66 17 18  7   1 134

Merlin  1  2  1 3  9  4  2  1  4   27

Peregrine Falcon  2  1   2    5

Total species  8  7 10 10 7 10  8  5  8  9  12   14

Total individuals 49 21 48 95 26 208 59 25 66 31 122 750

Osprey Turkey Vulture
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Burrowing Owls Impacted by Flooding
2014 Season Update from the Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery Program
by Jessica Riach & Alexandra Froese

The Manitoba Burrowing Owl 
Recovery Program (MBORP) is 
working to help Burrowing Owls 

in Manitoba by breeding and releasing 
owls to increase nesting and the overall 
population. Pairs that successfully nest 
with at least one young fledging have a 
greater tendency to return to the same 
area in future seasons. Each breeding 
season, surveys are conducted in the 
southwest corner of Manitoba to both 
locate Burrowing Owl pairs and nests 
and to assess the availability of suitable 
habitat. The program also focuses on 
public education and outreach activi-
ties in southwest Manitoba, Brandon, 
and Winnipeg, including presentations 
and a stewardship program that 
encourages landowners to improve 
their land for Burrowing Owls.

More details about our program can be found in the cover 
article of the Sept/Oct 2013 issue of Nature Manitoba News. 
This unique owl is one of Manitoba’s most endangered 
species, mainly due to habitat loss and fragmentation, and 
we, along with several southwest Manitoba landowners and 
important project partners like the Assiniboine Park Zoo and 
Turtle Mountain Conservation Districts, are working to help 
the owl in every way possible.

A difficult season

The 2014 season has been a particularly difficult season for 
the program. The southwest region of Manitoba had unprec-
edented amounts of precipitation this summer, leading to an 
overwhelming amount of overland flooding and flooded 
burrows. This season, we released six pairs of owls at our 
release sites near Medora, Deloraine and Broomhill.

Five of the six pairs produced large clutches (8+ eggs per 
nest) and the outlook for pairs/nests looked very promising. 
Unfortunately, three of the five burrows flooded and a total 
of 28 eggs were lost. As the 
flooding occurred in late June 
and early July, the likelihood of 
pairs re-nesting and fledging 
young this season seemed 
unlikely. Two of the pairs were 
transported to Assiniboine Park 
Zoo to be released next year; 
the third pair was transferred to 
our driest release site near 
Broomhill and successfully 
re-nested, producing a nest of 
five eggs.

In total, seven young hatched from the 
three nests. Even though this number 
is quite low, we are very happy that 
any young successfully hatched and 
fledged from any nest in summer 2014 
considering the amount of water and 
flooding that occurred. Due to the 
overall poor nesting this season, a 
majority of both adult and juvenile 
owls were trapped and will be re-
released next year.

We also surveyed many sections of 
pastures/suitable habitat in southwest 
Manitoba this summer. Again, flooding 
made surveys difficult as many roads 
and sections of pastures were under-
water. A total of three male owls were 
located by surveys and/or reports by 
landowners. A very interesting report 
came from a landowner near McCreary, 

east of Riding Mountain National Park. A single owl was 
detected there in late April and remained at a badger 
burrow for approximately 10 days before leaving the area. 
This is the most eastern and northern sighting of a Burrow-
ing Owl in the province in over three decades. 

Want to know more about Burrowing  
Owls or the Manitoba Burrowing Owl 
Recovery Program?

Be sure to read our Nature Manitoba News article from  
Sept/Oct 2013 or get your Burrowing Owl fix at  
www.mborp.ca. We have a lot of great information, pic-
tures, and videos from the burrow, as well as links to our 
social media sites: Facebook (Manitoba Burrowing Owl 
Recovery Program) and Twitter (@giveahoot_mb). 

Want to help?

Report Burrowing Owl sightings at our Hoot line at 
204-807-HOOT (4668). Book a presentation with our 

education ambassador Ko’ko 
the Burrowing Owl for your 
local community events. You 
can find details about the 
presentations we offer on our 
website (listed above). MBORP 
is a non-profit organization 
which relies exclusively on 
financial support from private 
and public funding. We accept 
donations through Assiniboine 
Park Zoo or Turtle Mountain 
Conservation District; see our 
website on how to donate.
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Week-old Burrowing 
Owl at 80 grams.

Four young Burrowing Owls outside their 
burrow captured on a 24-hr burrow camera.

http://www.mborp.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Manitoba-Burrowing-Owl-Recovery-Program/424153034264329
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Manitoba-Burrowing-Owl-Recovery-Program/424153034264329
https://twitter.com/giveahoot_mb
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Christmas Bird Count 2014/15
The Christmas Bird Count season will soon be upon us. Count period is from 

December 14 to January 5. To get involved, or for additional information on 
any of the counts listed below, please contact the compiler listed for your area. 
Dates are not known for most counts at press time, although Brandon & Win-
nipeg will be held on December 14, the first Sunday of count period. It’s best to 
contact the compiler well in advance of count period. Updates may be available 
on Nature Manitoba’s website and the ManitobaBirds Yahoo! group. Participa-
tion is free for all.

 »  Balmoral ........................................... Jim & Patsy Duncan (204-467-8857)
 »  Brandon ............................................ Cal Cuthbert (1-204-727-2239)
 »  Brokenhead ...................................... Peggy Kasuba (1-204-265-3499)
 »  Carman ............................................ Matt Dedrick (1-204-745-2427)
 »  Cranberry Portage ............................ Chris Smith (1-204-472-3942)
 »  Cypress River/Spruce Woods .......... Ken De Smet (204-467-8635)
 »  Dauphin ............................................ Bill Walley (1-204-638-6774)
 »  Delta Marsh ...................................... Bob Jones (1-204-239-1803)
 »  Gimli ................................................. Bonnie Chartier (1-204-642-9777)
 »  Glenboro/Spruce Woods .................. Lorelie Mitchell (1-204-827-2548)
 »  Hodgson ........................................... Joanne Smith (1-204-372-6144)
 »  Lyleton .............................................. Ralph Wang (1-204-634-2465)
 »  Minnedosa ........................................ Ian Thorleifson (1-204-867-3527)
 »  Morden ............................................. Abe Friesen (1-204-362-4856 )
 »  Oak Hammock Marsh ...................... Paula Grieef (204-467-3243)
 »  Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet ..................... Peter Taylor (1-204-753-2977)
 »  Portage la Prairie ............................. Carrie Braden (1-204-856-0952)
 »  Riding Mountain N.P. ........................ Ken Kingdon (1-204-848-7240)
 »  Selkirk .............................................. Gerald Machnee (1-204-757-4745)
 »  Thompson ........................................ Dave McDonald (1-204-778-9184)
 »  The Pas ............................................ Joel Kayer (1-204-623-4006)
 »  Winnipeg .......................................... Rudolf Koes (204-661-0763)

A bit about Burrowing Owls...
Burrowing Owls are small, elusive, ground owls that inhabit 

the prairie grasslands of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta. The western Burrowing Owl (as opposed to the 
resident Florida population) is a migratory owl with a vast range 
which that includes all western provinces (only in the April-Sep-
tember breeding season), south through the United States and 
northern Mexico. Burrowing Owls live in abandoned burrows 
made by ground squirrels, badgers or foxes. Most owls select 
burrows which are located in grazed pastureland; however, if 
burrows are not available in this preferred habitat they will use 
burrows in short cropland (in Manitoba) and urban/disturbed 
areas like parking lots, airports, and golf courses in the south-
ern U.S. Their primary diet consists of insects (approximately 
80%), rodents, and amphibians. During the nesting season, 
females can produce up to 12 eggs in one nest, and they 
are the sole nest incubators for the 28-30 days of incubation. 
During this time, the male is the main provider of food for the 
female and carries on as the provider once the young hatch. 
Young emerge from the burrow about two weeks after hatching 
and grow quickly to their adult size by six weeks after hatching.
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Finding Birds in Southern 
Manitoba available for $10!
No birder should be without a copy (or 

two!) of Finding Birds in Southern 
Manitoba. The popular guide contains 

pertinent information on where and 
when to go birding in our province, 

anywhere south of Thompson. Nicely 
illustrated and with plenty of maps, plus 
seasonal bar-graphs, it provides more 

in-depth information than can be 
gathered elsewhere. Last year, the 

price was reduced to $10 (from $20). At 
this low cost (with no tax), it makes for a 
perfect gift to all people who want to get 

to know their province and its birds 
better. Shipping in Manitoba is $6.

Available from the Nature Manitoba 
office (call 204-943-9029 or email  

info@naturemanitoba.ca) or visit our 
website: www.naturemanitoba.ca.

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=books
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#LoveTheBoreal
T his past summer, a group of local ENGOs, includ-

ing Nature Manitoba, got together to launch the 
#lovetheboreal photo contest – an opportunity to 

celebrate the beauty and diversity of the Manitoba Boreal 
Forest through photography.

Participants were asked to share their Boreal shots on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook with the hashtag 
#lovetheboreal, or to submit via our website.

The response was amazing! We received 369 individual 
photos from all across Manitoba – from the southern 
Boreal border near Winnipeg Beach, to the furthest 
northern reaches of the province at Schmok Lake.

We were blown away by the quality of our submissions, 
and choosing winners was no easy task. Many thanks to 
our sponsors at Photo Central for choosing three winners 
from each of our four categories: land and waterscapes, 
wildlife, action shots and Boreal selfies.

Two of the first place winners are shown here – you can 
go to www.lovetheboreal.ca to view all the winners, as 
well as a photo gallery of many of our entries. Take a look 
at the rest at our hashtag #lovetheboreal on social media 
and keep sharing beautiful Boreal shots for all to enjoy!

Category: Land and Waterscapes
First place: Alyssa Arnold
Title: Crazy Clouds Over Lake
Location/details: Lac du Bonnet

Category: Wildlife
First place:  

Shel Zolkewich  
(Twitter: @shelzolkewich)  

Location/details:  
Schmok Lake, Manitoba.  

A little bit of boreal, a little bit 
of subarctic. All beautiful.

http://www.lovetheboreal.ca


Vol. 7, Issue 1 - Winter 2014/15 Nature Manitoba News Page 19

Our Natural Garden Tour for 2015
by Lea Stogdale

The team has changed; the scene is the same.  
Nine wonderful gardens in the Whyte Ridge area of 
Winnipeg include the beautiful, the spectacular, the 

formal, the quiet and cozy, the native, the vegetable and  
the community.

Julia Schoen, who has masterminded and managed the 
ONGT for 14 years has handed coordinating responsibilities 
to Lea Stogdale (administrator) and 
Judy Jennings (gardener) for one 
year. Lea and Judy are ably assist-
ed by Donna Danyluk and Dianne 
Beaven – long time volunteers. Julia 
has organized the nine gardens 
for 2015 (with help from one of the 
gardeners, Kelley Liebzeit, Nature 
Manitoba member and Whyte Ridge 
resident) so the new team just 
has to follow the thorough “Proce-
dures” manual that Julia, Donna 
and Dianne have put together.

Lea and Judy have committed their 
time and effort for one year only. In 
order for Nature Manitoba’s ONGT 
to continue, and to benefit the 
organization by approximately 
$6,000 each year, a new organizer 
is needed. The annual plan and 
procedures are all clearly written 
down and work well. This is a fun 
project for a garden enthusiast. If 
you are interested, please contact 
Don Himbeault or the office.

Julia Schoen has been the instigator, organizer, garden 
finder, cheerleader, enthusiast, ticket seller and champion  
of the ONGT for 14 years. She has decided to move her 
indomitable energy onto other interests and commitments.  
It is with immense thanks and trepidation that Lea and Judy, 
with the invaluable assistance of Donna and Dianne, have 
conceded to take on this responsibility for one year. We ask 

for your ongoing support in enjoying 
the marvelous gardens in Whyte 
Ridge on July 4, 2015. We also ask  
for your assistance in selling tickets  
to your family, friends, acquaintances, 
business associates and strangers  
on the street (just kidding about the 
strangers).

Tickets are $15 each for this self-
directed tour. Information about each 
garden, including the addresses and 
directions, are on each ticket. Carpool-
ing and cycling are recommended to 
avoid traffic congestion. Once you are 
in Whyte Ridge, cycling is ideal.

Tickets are available at the Discovery 
Evenings from December through 
March, and at the workshops in 2015. 
Tickets are also available from the 
Nature Manitoba office at 204-943-
9029, and will be sold at several 
garden centres and other vendors in 
the spring. A full list of vendors will be 
available on our website and in the 
spring issue.
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Christian Artuso (far right) thanks Regional Coordinators of the Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas at the 
Nov. 7 celebration (see page 1); from L to R: Bob Shettler, Richard Staniforth, Randy Mooi, Ken De Smet, 

Carrie Braden, Lorelie Mitchell, Rudolf Koes, Peter Taylor, David Raitt, Rob Parsons, Paula Grieef.

Attend Our Natural Garden Tour  
on SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2015. 

Support Nature Manitoba and enjoy 
a day of flora, friends and fun!



 Page 20 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 7, Issue 1 - Winter 2014/15

Monday, December 1, 2014

Brazil Beyond the World Cup: 
Birds and other Wildlife in the Pantanal 

and the Atlantic Rain Forest

Presented by Rudolf Koes, Peter Taylor, and Gene Walz

In September 2013, four Nature Manitoba members (Brad Carey, 
Rudolf Koes, Peter Taylor, and Gene Walz) spent three weeks 

exploring some of the wild places of southern Brazil. The emphasis 
was on birding, with over 400 species identified, but we also came 
back with memories of friendly people, great food, some challeng-
ing hikes in spectacular scenery, crazy drivers, and fabulous 
wildlife sightings beyond the birds. We even got to see a soccer 
match in the jungle! Peter, Rudolf and Gene will share images and 
anecdotes from their adventure.

Monday, January 5, 2015

170 Years on the St. Charles Tall Grass 
Prairie: Will There be 170 More?

Presented by John Morgan, Prairie Habitats, Inc.

Donated to the Canadian Department of National Defence in 
1911 by Sir Henry Pallot, the St. Charles Ranges became a 

training centre for soldiers heading to the battlefields of WWI, 
WWII, Korea and Afghanistan. This little known 400+ hectare gem 
with a view of Winnipeg’s skyline has been completely protected by 
military personnel for over a century. The St. Charles Ranges is the 
largest tall grass prairie remaining in the central Red River Valley. 
Several biological studies have been undertaken there, with 
vegetation and wildlife data dating back to the 1870’s. This includes 
some of Canada’s first aerial photo vegetation maps from 1929, 
insect species new to science and nearly 200 native plants. Biologist 
John Morgan will reveal the fascinating history of this amazing site, 
and tell us about its uncertain future, as development plans threaten 
its very existence.

Monday, January 19, 2015

What is bugging the bees?

Presented by Dr. Robert Currie, Professor and Head, 
Dept. of Entomology, University of Manitoba

Honey bees and some other pollinators have suffered high  
rates of population loss since 2006. While the problem has 

been extensively investigated, no single factor has been identified 
that can explain all instances of colony losses. Multiple factors are 
believed to be involved, including inability to control parasitic 
mites, viruses and other pathogens, nutrition, pesticides (both 
environmentally applied and beekeeper applied) and unpredict-
able environmental conditions. In this presentation, I will discuss 
the most critical factors affecting honey bees and native pollinators 
in Manitoba.

Monday, February 2, 2015

What is black and white and red all over? 
Killer whale predation in the Arctic

Presented by Dr. Steve Ferguson, Dept. of Fisheries and 
Oceans (Freshwater Institute, University of Manitoba)

The Arctic ice-free season has increased in area and duration 
providing killer whales with an expanding arena for predation. 

A research group called “Orcas of the Canadian Arctic” set out to 
understand this change. Initially we compiled a database to 
document the historical occurrence, distribution, feeding ecology, 
and seasonality of killer whales in the region. Sighting reports, 
anecdotal evidence, Inuit traditional ecological knowledge, and 
photographic identification indicated that killer whale occurrence 
is increasing. Killer whales fitted with satellite transmitters showed 
that the whales moved from bay to inlet during the summer while 
feeding on bowhead, beluga, and narwhal whales. The tagged 
whales left the Arctic region prior to heavy ice formation in the 
fall. Tissue analysis showed differences between killer whales from 
the Arctic and Atlantic regions. Atlantic killer whales fed on both 
marine mammals and fish, whereas Arctic killer whales preyed 
upon whales and seals but not fish. Prey use different strategies to 
minimize the risk of being eaten by killer whales. In response, 
killer whales have learned specific attack methods for each of their 
prey. As the Arctic warms, the bowhead, beluga, and narwhal 
whales are at risk from increasing predation by killer whales. Is 
this how the Arctic will be transformed?

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 340 

Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface. All programs will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd	floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the  
March 16th, 2015 A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for  
non-members. Members must show member card. 

For	more	information,	call	the	Nature	Manitoba	office	
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.

To
m

m
y 

A
lle

n



Vol. 7, Issue 1 - Winter 2014/15 Nature Manitoba News Page 21

Monday, March 9, 2015 *

The Passenger Pigeon –  
A Manitoba Perspective

Presented by Randy Mooi,  
Curator of Zoology at the Manitoba Museum

(* Date/Program change: Originally scheduled for March 2nd)

September 2014 marked the 100th anniversary of the 
extinction of the Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius). 

In the mid-1800’s, the species was considered the commonest 
bird in North America, with population estimates as high as 
five billion: flocks are famously described as darkening the 
sky and breeding colonies numbered in the tens of millions. 
Yet within 50 years, they had disappeared from the wild. Al-
though Manitoba did not host massive breeding colonies, the 
scanty historical accounts include mention of massive flocks. 
How common was it here? Where did it breed? When did it 
disappear? What physical evidence of the species is there for 
the province? What role did Manitobans play in its disappear-
ance? Join Dr. Randy Mooi on a sleuthing expedition as he 
tracks down the history of the Passenger Pigeon in Manitoba.

Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Annual General Meeting 
followed by 

The Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas –  
A Triumph of Volunteer Effort

Presented by Christian Artuso,  
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator

From 2010 to 2014, over 1,000 skilled and dedicated 
volunteers travelled to almost every corner of Manitoba in 

an unparalleled effort to complete a comprehensive survey of 
the distribution and relative abundance of all bird species 
that breed in the province. This volunteer army donated over 
40,000 hours of survey effort and completed over 36,000 
point counts, summing to a staggering total of over 300,000 
records of 299 species, including five species confirmed as 
breeding in Manitoba for the first time. These data will 
redefine our understanding of many Manitoba birds. We will 
discuss some of the highlights and interesting findings and 
swap a story or two of the many trials and tribulations along 
the route to this extraordinary success.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS:  
Nature Manitoba board
Nominations are invited for positions on the Nature 
Manitoba board, to be elected at the AGM March 16, 
2015. Any two members of the Society may submit 
nominations for any position by delivering to the Nature 
Manitoba office a nomination paper signed by at least  
two members of the Society (other than the proposed 
nominee) and the consent in writing from the nominee. 
Nominations shall close at noon on the business day  
prior to the date of the AGM.

Positions open for nominations are:
 » President (1-year term)
 » Executive Vice President (1-year)
 » Vice President (1-year)
 » Secretary (1-year)
 » Treasurer (1-year)
 » Directors (3-year terms)

NATURE MANITOBA’S

95TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday, March 16th 2015 at 7:00pm

The AGM will start at 7pm at Le Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface). The 
AGM will be in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor). It will 
be followed by a presentation by Christian Artuso, Mani-
toba Breeding Bird Atlas Coordinator (see above).

More A.G.M. information, including director bios, to follow 
in the Spring 2015 issue of Nature Manitoba News.

Led by June Thomson & Don Wilson, twelve members of the Grey 
Hares went to Walker, MN, Sept 23-26 to cycle the many trails 

in the area. Above, the group poses with Lucette, Paul Bunyan’s 
sweetheart, in Hackensack, MN. Four members then continued 
on to Park Rapids and successfully completed 120 kms in the 

Headwaters100 (mile) Bike Ride. Congratulations to (below, L to R) 
Jim Bromley, Val Cousineau, Don Wilson and June Thomson!
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TORNADO HUNTING  
for the FEARLESS
Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Jay Anderson,  
   Retired Environment Canada Meteorologist
So you want to be a tornado chaser? You want to run with the 
thrill-seekers, outwit Mother Nature, feel the rush and capture 
the moment for a viral web page. You want bragging rights with 
the kids and to rekindle the admiration in your spouse’s eyes. 
Well, we have just what you need: tornado lessons! This presen-
tation will show you what you are up against – the nature of the 
beast itself, the thunderstorm types that spawn the funnels, the 
meteorological conditions that grow the storms and, to make 
sure you really want to do this, a discussion of the hazards 
and outright dangers. If you are still game, this discussion will 
show you how to get there and what to do when you arrive. 

INTRODUCTION to  
BACKCOUNTRY CAMPING
Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Sean Worden,  
   Nature Manitoba Outdoor Trip Leader
Do you want to know if you are ready to attend a level 3-5 
Nature Manitoba outing? This presentation is geared to those 
members that have a desire to begin backcountry trips and are 
unsure if they have the skills, knowledge and equipment to move 
beyond the campground. A two-hour information session will be 
followed by an actual hands-on backcountry outing on May 
29-31 (either Spruce Woods or Riding Mountain National Park) 
where participants can apply and practise introductory skills. 
Successful completion of part one should enable participants to 
confidently judge if they can attend the more advanced Nature 
Manitoba outings. Part two (the New Member Weekend) will 
teach the participants some of the skills they need to become a 
contributing member of a backcountry trip.

MANITOBA’S THREATENED 
GRASSLAND BIRDS
Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Christian Artuso, Bird Studies Canada Manitoba 
   Program Manager & Chair of IBA Committee
Grassland birds are the most threatened group of birds in North 
America, with many species suffering substantial declines. 
Southern Manitoba lies at the northeastern periphery of the 
greater prairie region. It still holds breeding grounds for a suite of 
grassland species, though many of them have lost large portions 
of their former Manitoba range. Our grasslands are in need of 
urgent action if they are to remain a functioning ecosystem and 
retain their biodiversity. This workshop will explore the challenges 
and potential solutions for the conservation of grassland birds in 
Manitoba and more broadly.

WHAT DOES IT TAKE  
to BECOME a FOSSIL?
Tuesday, February 17, 2015

Bob Elias, Professor, Department of Geological  
   Sciences, University of Manitoba
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE – Room 247 (main floor), 
Wallace Building (black and green metal building on the north 
side of the University of Manitoba campus at 125 Dysart Road, 
U of M). Parking is free after 4:30 in both parking lots next to the 
Wallace Building except for areas signed as “24-hour reserved.”

Fossils are remarkable objects that provide our only direct 
evidence of ancient life. We can see that fossils are common in 
some rocks, such as the local “Tyndall Stone”. Does that mean 
all living things leave fossils behind? What does it take to 
become a fossil? Using slides and specimens, we will examine 
the factors that determine preservation of organic remains, the 
different types of fossil preservation and the nature of the fossil 
record. This workshop will end with a tour of the Ed Leith 
Cretaceous Menagerie!

N A T U R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2015 
f r o m  J a n u a r y  2 7 t h  u n t i l  M a y  5 t h

PRE-REGISTRATION required! All workshops begin 
at 7:30pm. To register, contact the Nature Manitoba 
office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. Class 
sizes are limited to 30. If you are unable to attend, please cancel 

by calling the office so others may benefit from the vacancy.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for ONLY THREE WORKSHOPS. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. If 

there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

See following page for location and fee information.

1

2

3

4

mailto:info%40naturemanitoba.ca?subject=Workshop%20Registration


Vol. 7, Issue 1 - Winter 2014/15 Nature Manitoba News Page 23

SPIDERS of MANITOBA
Tuesday February 24, 2015
David Wade,  
   City of Winnipeg Insect Control Branch

As a nature lover, you have probably seen lots of spiders in the 
field while observing your favourite flora and fauna. Have you 
ever wondered what kind of spiders they were? This workshop 
will teach you how to field identify the common families of 
spiders in Manitoba using morphology, behaviour, habitat and 
habitat preference as key characteristics. I will also highlight 
some species that are easy to identify in the field.

BONSAI BASICS
Tuesday, March 17, 2015
Stu Innes, Bonsai Enthusiast

Bonsai trees have been a passion for Stu since his wife told him 
over twenty years ago to “put the pruners away and leave the 
fruit trees alone”. After that, he began growing those “funny little 
Japanese trees”. He is a past president of the Winnipeg Bonsai 
Society. He will attempt to remove some of the mystery sur-
rounding this ancient horticultural art form. Some small bonsai 
will be displayed and a few simple styling techniques demon-
strated. Some bonsai growing principles can be applied to 
maintain health and vigour in all potted and garden plants.

YARD BIRDS
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
James Whitelaw, Nature Manitoba Birder

This workshop will describe the variety of birds, from permanent 
residents to occasional visitors, which may be found in urban 
and suburban yards. We will also discuss ways to increase the 
attractiveness of your garden to birds.

THRUSHES and FRIENDS
Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Ward Christianson,  
   Nature Manitoba Birder

Same presenter, different bird group! Ward is back again and will 
help us out with thrushes this year. He invites you to come out 
and learn more about these elusive forest songsters.

The UNIVERSE on  
a GRAND SCALE
Tuesday, April 21, 2015
Jennifer West, Astronomy Instructor,  

University of Manitoba
In this workshop, I will present an overview of the kinds of 
objects that make up our universe: asteroids, planets, stars, 
galaxies and beyond. I will also try to give participants a sense of 
the enormous distances involved. The scale of our universe is 
truly mind-boggling!

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
Tuesday, April 28, 2015
David Punter, Retired Professor of Botany, 
   University of Manitoba

Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the spring while  
most other fungi can be found in late August and September. 
Participants in this workshop will begin learning to identify 
mushrooms in time for the morel season. A field trip will be 
offered in the late summer.

IDENTIFYING INSECTS
Tuesday, May 5, 2015
Pat MacKay & Bob Lamb,  
   Enthusiastic Entomologists 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE - Lab Room 203, Animal 
Science/Entomology Building at the University of Manitoba, 
corner of University Crescent and Dafoe Road. Parking is free 
after 4:30 behind the Entomology Building, except in areas 
marked “24 hour reserved”.

Over the evening, participants will be given information enabling 
them to identify the major orders of insects and understand their 
ecological role and importance in the environment. They will 
have opportunities to study pinned, preserved or living examples 
of some of the major orders, with and without the aid of a 
microscope.
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Workshop Time, Location & Fees
TIME: 7:30pm

LOCATION: KELVIN HIGH SCHOOL (Room 31), 
Stafford Street at Academy Road, EXCEPT for Feb. 
17 and May 5 workshops to be held at the University 
of Manitoba (see workshop description for details).

PARKING at Kelvin High School is available in the 
lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 for non-
members (students: $3 for members or those on a family 

membership, $5 for non-members). Workshops are 
open to children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen
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401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

N A T U R E  M A N I T O B A ’ S  
WORKSHOP SERIES 2015

 January 27th until May 5th See pages 22-23 for details.
We still have six more Discovery  
Evenings left, see pages 20-21.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

