
 Becoming the Wolf Capital of the World ................. p. 1 & 8-9 
 President’s Corner ............................................................ p. 2
 Member Profile: Doris Orchyk .......................................... p. 3
 Encounters of the Natural Kind: The Tale of Fast Eddy ..... p. 4
 Get a Jump on Spiders! ................................................... p. 5
 Obituaries: Ida Toews, Mike Fedak & Clayton Turnbull ..... p. 6

 Book Review: The American Crow, Naturally .................... p. 7
 Outdoor Activities .....................................................p. 10-11
 Bird News: Christmas Bird Count 2013 ......................p. 12-13
 Atlassing by Canoe on the Grass River .......................... p. 13
 A.G.M. & Last Two Discovery Evenings .....................p. 15-17
 Workshop Series 2014 ..............................................p. 18-19

In This Issue.. .

In 2004, a group of volunteers in Thompson, Manitoba 
decided to create a tourist attraction that would generate 
new pride in the community. “Spirit Way”, a 2.5 km 

walking pathway through the community with 16 points of 
interest would showcase various aspects of a northern 
wilderness city. It was a very ambitious project, and little 
did they know where this would take them.

One of these points of interest is a huge mural of Robert 
Bateman’s painting, “Wolf Sketch”. The mural was painted 
in 2005 by Winnipeg artist Charlie Johnston and primarily 
funded by MB Hydro. This 86-foot tall mural is an artistic 

masterpiece that dominates Thompson’s landscape and can 
be seen a mile away. Within a year of the mural’s comple-
tion, Spirit Way Inc. (SWI) was flooded with public interest 
and media attention from across Canada by people who 
have a love and fascination with wolves. Initially, SWI was 
puzzled by the interest, but quickly realized there was an 
opportunity here for tourism and economic development, as 
well as a further cause: to protect a much maligned species.

Thompson is surrounded by wilderness boreal forest and  
an unknown number of wolves. Thompson residents and 
homeowners living along lakes in the area are generally  
not bothered by wolves and have a tolerant attitude. After 
the wolf mural was completed, SWI created over 50 beauti-
fully painted 7.5 ft-tall concrete wolf statues and situated 
them throughout Manitoba. A large rock-face sculpture of 
howling wolves was also carved in Thompson. The wolf 
theme is now clearly evident in the community.

Humans versus Wolves
Throughout most of recorded history, human/wolf conflicts 
have triggered culling and bounties in many countries, 
leading to near extermination by the late 1900s. As apex 
predators, wolves compete with hunters and ranchers for 
deer, elk, moose, reindeer and even cattle and sheep. 
Canada’s boreal forest supports the largest grey wolf 
population in the world with estimated numbers around 
50,000. Approximately 10% are found in Manitoba. In 
northern Manitoba, human/wolf issues have been minimal 
due to a lack of farming and ranching and a cultural respect 
by native people who have lived around wolves for thou-
sands of years. Aboriginal trappers have long harvested 
fur-bearing animals and wolves in a sustainable manner.
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  Becoming the 
Wolf Capital of the World 

by 2015

(continued on page 8...)
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President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

Winter 2013-14:  
A Season of Discoveries

I was impressed to see that despite the cold 
temperatures this winter, many of our members 
braved the harsh weather to make it out to our 

Discovery Evening programs. And their courage 
was well rewarded, as our Indoor Programs Com-
mittee once again put together an exciting line-up of speakers. They provided us 
with current information on a variety of nature topics and alerted us to some of 
the environmental challenges we are facing.

The presentations were certainly exemplary of our mission to “foster an aware-
ness and appreciation of the natural environment and an understanding of 
humanity’s place therein.” Of particular interest to me was the insight provided 
into the latter part of that statement. I heard examples of how humanity’s place 
in nature can at times be harmonious, but more often we seem to cause damage 
and then must try to fix the problem. And fixing it is not a straightforward task, 
as our speakers can attest.

This reminded me of an anecdote from my engineering education about a naval 
ship engine mechanic who was annoyed by the need to shut down the engines 
every two weeks in order to replace the corroded magnesium pipes that deliver 
sea water to the engines for cooling. To fix the problem, he decided to replace 
these nuisance pipes with long-lasting corrosion-resistant stainless-steel pipes. 
Within a month, the ship’s engines had seized up due to the insides of the 
engine being eaten away by the salt water. So now, it was the engines that had 
to be replaced at great time and expense. The mechanic, though well inten-
tioned, failed to grasp the bigger picture: the 
role of the magnesium pipes in protecting the 
engine by a process known as sacrificial anodes.

Our natural environment is many times more 
complicated than a ship’s corrosion protection 
system. One can point to many examples where 
“stainless steel pipes” were used to fix apparent 
problems in our natural world. But it was 
encouraging to hear in our Discovery Evening 
programs about dedicated people working to 
study many of the current problems we are 
facing and proposing better solutions that take 
a more holistic and science-based approach. An example is the new legislation 
for Species at Risk that includes protecting habitat, not just the species itself.

Common in the presentations was the speakers’ passion in delivering their 
message. They are eager to tell their stories, as they recognize that in order for 
them to continue their research into better solutions, they require the support of 
the public, which in turn influences government support. In some instances, the 
researchers are even seeking technical support from us directly, in the form of 
citizen science. While these presentations are interesting in themselves, they 
also play an important role with respect to our responsibility to be informed 
about these issues, and to support the search for solutions to our fullest ability.

By the time you read this, the current Discovery Evening series (see page 15) 
will be nearly completed and our Workshop series (see pages 18-19) well 
underway – I hope to see you all in attendance for our 2014-15 Discovery 
Evening season!
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but more often we 
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and then must try to 
fix the problem.”
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by Tommy Allen
Photo: John Gray
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Doris 
grew up 
as a farm kid 

north of Dauphin – a 
childhood which gave her 
memories of vegetable gardens, farm 
animals and lots of time outside. She 
attended a one-room school, with a walk 
of over 1.5 miles, until the passing of her 
father forced her family to move into 
Dauphin. There, she completed high 
school and then packed up to study 
nursing in Winnipeg.

Doris completed her diploma at Victoria 
Hospital School of Nursing, and went on 
to earn her Bachelor of Nursing at Univer-
sity of Manitoba. She got her first job at 
the Grace Hospital School of Nursing – a 
4-year experience that sparked her interest 
in teaching, and prompted her to return to 
University of Manitoba to get her Master 
of Education. During this time, she also 
became a busy mom, raising two boys 
with her husband Don.

Doris’s family kept a 
strong connection to the 
outdoors by organizing 
annual canoe trips, going 
on many cross-country ski 
outings, and staying at 
their cottage on Wallace Lake. She recalls 
meeting the late Dr. Pruitt at his field 
station near their cottage, although it 
wasn’t until years later that she and Don 
first learned about Nature Manitoba when 
they attended the Wildlife Art Show and 
Auction in the early 1990s, an MNS 
fundraiser for the Tall-grass Prairie 
Preserve. They enjoyed a family member-
ship for a few years, but between family 

life and work – 
Doris had become 

a nursing teacher at 
Red River College, while 

Don worked with Air Canada – 
their involvement faded. Even so, during 
one winter when the kids were off on a ski 
trip with their downhill ski team, Doris 
and Don skied out to the Mantario Cabin. 
They enjoyed the memorable experience 
of warming in the sauna before venturing 
down to the lake for a polar bear dip, and 
on the trip back the weather even allowed 
them to ski in their t-shirts.

Once Doris retired from teaching, she 
realized she had few friends with the same 
passion for the outdoors. This is when she 
became more involved with Nature Mani-
toba and the Grey Hares, “The Grey Hares 
gave me some focus once I retired, and 
it’s great to be out with people who are so 
knowledgeable.” As Doris and Don spend 
their summers at the cabin – a different 

cabin now, in northwest 
Ontario – Doris is more 
active in the winter as a 
skier and occasional trip 
leader. Both Doris and 
Don prefer cross-country 
to downhill skiing, as 

opposed to their two sons. Nonetheless, 
Don is an annual volunteer at the World 
Cup Downhill event held at Lake Louise. 
This winter, Doris joined Don in the 
event’s finish area as they were pending 
volunteers for the Sochi Winter Olympics. 
It turns out they weren’t needed, but on 
the plus side it means Doris and Don are 
home to enjoy what the prairie offers best 
in the winter: great cross-country skiing.

Doris 
orchyk

Welcome New Members!
Dec. 15, 2013 – Feb. 14, 2014

Agnes Andre
Cory Baron
Tibor Bodi

Adam Brown
Erin Crampton & Marc DeGagne

Paulette & Sam Crampton
Robert & Patricia DeGagne

Claire Dionne
L. Marie Fougere

Sarah French
Richard & Bonnie Grzadka

Karen Hammarstrand
Angela Kemp

Bradley Kulbaba
Josee Lavoie

Cam Lea
Esther MacKinlay

Eric Melvin
Kim Minish (John Waterer, Julia 

& Ian Waterer, June Minish)
Tracey Seida

Debbie Shaluk
Cathy Skinner

Annamarie Smirl
Mike Treacy

“The Grey Hares gave 
me some focus once 

I retired, and it’s great to 
be out with people who 
are so knowledgeable.”

OUR GIANT  
GARAGE SALE
Sat. March 29th, 2014 
Volunteers are needed for Friday’s 
setup and Saturday’s sale, call the 
office at 204-943-9029. The sale will be 
held at the same location as last year:

Holy Cross School 
300 Dubuc, St. Boniface 
Or visit website: www.holycrossschool.mb.ca.

Nature Manitoba’s

94th Annual  
  General Meeting

Monday, March 17th 2014
7:00pm at Le Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd, in St. 
Boniface). The AGM will be held in Salle 
Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor). It will be 
followed by two 20-min member presen-
tations (see page 15). More info on our 
AGM can be found on pages 16-17.

Workshop Date Change 
The workshop “Shorebirds” by Rudolf 
Koes has been changed to Tuesday, 
March 25, 2014 (from Tue. April 1). 
See pages 18-19 for the full schedule.

http://www.holycrossschool.mb.ca


 Page 4 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 6, Issue 2 - Mar. / Apr. 2014

Encounters of the
       Natural Kind

Please send us 
your short stories 

(approx. 300-500 
words) of interesting 

encounters with 
Manitoba nature.

The Tale of Fast Eddy
by Julia Schoen

I have always had squirrels in my yard, but over the past 
two years there has been an absolute extravagance of 
these creatures out there. I wrote about some of them 

and their athletic prowess in my “Fun with Feeders” article 
in the May/June 2013 issue of the newsletter.

Since then, I have regularly watched my large gray, and 
small red, squirrels engage in the most playful of behaviour. 
A couple of them kept showing off by repeatedly somer-
saulting through the snow at breakneck speed. One would 
jump straight up and down for several minutes at a time. A 
red one had fun jumping from a tree and dive-bombing the 
fresh snow with that trademark squirrel energy. Others got 
creative and developed a game I’m calling “Up Periscope”. It 
was hilarious to watch their heads pop up quickly to survey 
the snowy scene and then disappear, only to reappear a 
distance away via an elaborate structure of snow tunnels 
they had built throughout the yard.

But the story that intrigued me most, and then stole my 
heart, was the tale of Fast Eddy... or perhaps I should say 
“the tail of Fast Eddy”.

I became acquainted with this odd little character in my 
back yard this past spring and summer. He was born around 
mid-March and shocked the heck out of me when I first laid 
eyes on him because I truly couldn’t decide what this animal 
was! He had the appearance of a rat – sleek face and long 
skinny tail. Colour-wise, he seemed to be a blend of red and 
gray with a white strip on his face. And he operated on one 
speed only – FAST. I finally pronounced him a 
squirrel and proceeded to watch his antics on 
a daily basis. Eddy fascinated me to no end.

Though small, Eddy was a feisty one – a born 
ruler of his domain. He chased away the 
larger squirrels and made the birds take their 
turns on the platform feeder. I wondered if 
his dominant attitude was a kind of compensation for his 
smaller stature. Whatever the reason, Eddy remained The 
Boss for a good part of the summer.

He was, of course, instantly recognizable with that tail of his 
and I felt I had gotten to know him and his personality over 
the season. But turns out I didn’t know Fast Eddy quite as 
well as I thought I did!

By early August, Eddy’s ropy tail finally began to fill in and 
for several weeks he bounced about the yard with a tail in 
the “becoming” stage. Toward the end of August, he sported 

a fine-looking bushy tail. Then he disappeared for a short 
while. When he resurfaced in September, I could see I 
needed to find a new name for him and I chose Edwina....
because HE was now a SHE!

What a twist! I knew I had identified him/her correctly 
because of the white face strip and the personality, but now 
Edwina emerged back onto the scene with a set of breasts 
and the sweetest of baby squirrels! Baby stuck close to 
Mama as they ran back and forth across the vine-covered 
fence. He tried awkwardly to emulate Mama’s fancy foot-
work through the dense foliage, but he would often slip and 
then reappear with his tiny head popping up through the 
Virginia Creeper, now here, now there.

My favourite memory was of Baby seeking 
Mama out for comfort, squeezing under her 
paws so that it looked like she was patting 
her infant on the head. Adorable! And an 
interesting study in Eddy/Edwina’s two 
personalities... tough guy and nurturer.

Even though I was hoping for an explanation 
for Eddy’s unusual tail, I have found none. But by the time 
the tail filled out and Mama and Baby presented themselves 
as “The Winsome Duo”, an explanation was no longer 
important to me. I had seen one of Mother Nature’s en-
chanting vignettes play out in my yard and the memory will 
stay with me forever.

PS: I haven’t seen Edwina since October and, unfortunately, 
I can’t identify Baby as he grew a magnificent tail which 
helped him become just one of the crowd of furry guys in 
my yard!

Julia S
choen

“Though small, 
Eddy was a 

feisty one – a born 
ruler of his domain.”
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Get a Jump on Spiders!
by Deanna Dodgson

Jumping Spiders (Salticidae) project a great deal more 
“personality” than other arachnids, due to the large, 
central pair of eyes, alert posture and lightning-fast 

movements. They are mostly compact, some are “fuzzy” 
looking, and many would even be considered cute! They 
are found in all sorts of environments, from the sides of city 
dwellings, to prairie and woodland.

Jumping Spiders come in various sizes (3-14 mm) and 
colours. Males are usually more colourful than females. 
Markings on the carapace and abdomen, useful in identifi-
cation, vary between genera and between species within 
each genera. Facial markings are sometimes helpful in 
determining species/age while other features require a 
specimen in hand.

The most comprehensive listing of Salticidae in Manitoba 
indicates there are nearly forty species in the province 
(including at least two introduced species). 

Some of the species that I was able to photograph in 2013 
include a juvenile Phidippus clarus found at the edge of a 
large sand blowout (Jack Pine was the dominant tree in the 
area, with sparse grasses). A large female P. purpuratus was 
found near Pinawa, on an exposed granite outcropping (I 
had found another in a gravel pit). Both Phidippus clarus 
and P. purpuratus are rather common throughout their 
range. Pellenes wrighti is a small, mostly black and brown 
spider with a lovely pale chevron pattern running down the 
center of the abdomen. P. wrighti was also found on the 
Boreal shield in a conifer-dominated area.

A sub-adult male Habronattus was my final find of the 
season, in an abandoned gravel pit. I determined from 

photos that my specimen was H. 
calcaratus, not yet recorded for 
Manitoba. Two sub-species exist: 
H.c.maddisoni (Eastern US, recently 
discovered in Minnesota) and H.c. 
agricola (Great Plains). Positive 
identification can only be made with 
an adult specimen and I hope to find 
some this season. There are no 
records of this species in the Univer-
sity of Manitoba collection, presuming 
their specimens are correctly identi-
fied (according to online information) 
or in any scientific papers/lists. I have 
not yet looked at the Manitoba 
Museum collection. Habronattus 
species are renowned for their 
complex social/mating behaviours 
and it is my hope to observe some 
adults in action!

Hike With Confidence. Hike With the Bear Stick

P
hotos: D

eanna D
odgson

Habronattus calcaratusPellenes wrighti
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Clayton Turnbull
1931-2014

(excerpted from the Winnipeg 
Free Press obituary)

Clayton Turnbull, a long-time 
member of Nature Manitoba, 

passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by his family on 
January 12, 2014 at Riverview 
Hospital. Clayton was born in 
Stockton, Manitoba, and lived 
on the family farm in Hilton 

until he was 12 years old, when his family moved to Win-
nipeg. He loved sports and as a young man played baseball, 
soccer and hockey and later curling and cross-country 
skiing. As a Boy Scout leader, he developed a love of the 
outdoors, camping and canoeing; a love which he passed on 
to his children and grandchildren. Many summer holidays 
were spent camping at Blue Lake, Ontario and fishing in 
pristine lakes throughout Manitoba.

Clayton was an independent and strong-minded man, 
steadfast in his principles, loyal to a fault, and always on 
time or early. He enjoyed a healthy, active lifestyle with wife 
Millie. With Millie, he had traveled to all the continents 
except Antarctica, and was proud to have driven his family 
to both the east and west coast of Canada, camping along 
the way. He worked for Investors Group for 41 years, and 
was the official auditor of Nature Manitoba’s financial 
statements for many years. Donations can be made in his 
name to Nature Manitoba or FortWhyte Alive.

Ida Toews
1921-2014

(written by Eunice Kells)

Long-time Nature Manitoba 
Member Ida Toews died 

January 11, 2014, after a short 
illness. Ida was active for many 
years with the Grey Hares and 
had many happy memories of 
camping, canoeing and hiking. 
She was an avid cross country 
skier and, always conscious of 

safety as she aged, bought a cell phone for those days when 
she skied alone in Birds Hill Park.

Ida’s interests were wide. She was a member of the Early 
Music Society, loved Choral Music and had travelled a great 
deal. She attended all the indoor programs and was particu-
larly happy to be at the Christmas one where she enjoyed 
reminiscing with old friends once again.

Michael (Mike) Thomas Fedak
1924-2013

(written by Stuart Fedak, Ottawa, ON)

My Dad, Mike Fedak, passed away peacefully on Decem-
ber 16, 2013 at Deer Lodge Centre in Winnipeg at the 

age of 89. My mom Vera, my sisters Janet Heming, Pat 
Hansen and I were at his side. 

Dad was an active member of the Manitoba Naturalists 
Society in the 1970’s and 80’s. He made lots of friends over 
the years and joined in many MNS events as a participant 
and then as a trip leader. Dad often shared many wonderful 
stories of trips to the Mantario cabin and ski trips to Spruce 
Woods. He also went on trips to the Rocky Mountains and 
other areas out west. During that time, Dad also developed 
his passion for painting, and took many photographs of 
nature for use in his paintings. 

I wish to thank the many members of the MNS who pro-
vided many opportunities for my father to explore his love 
for nature.

Above: Beata Gorczyka and Daniela Rempel braving one of 
the many hills along the Pinawa ski trails. (Jan. 18)

Left: Six of us braved -30c weather to snowshoe Birds Hill 
Park. Seven if you count the one that stayed in the chalet to 
nurse his cold. Nine if you count Nina and Scamp. (Jan. 8)
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The American Crow, Naturally
by Tom Reaume (Self-published eBook, 2013)

Book Review by Martin Zeilig

When it comes to birds, the American Crow is not one 
of the shy ones, opines local naturalist Tom Reaume, 
who lives a humble lifestyle in the Wolseley district.

“It is a bird worth watching, not killing,” he writes in the 
preface of his free, illustrated (with photos, drawings and 
paintings) ebook, The American Crow, Naturally (Aug. 2013).

“The quintessential bird, it excites me like no other member of 
the avian community. With a color that glistens in sunlight like 
freshly ploughed earth, and a voice that shatters the clear dawn 
of a numbing winter’s day, this bird has flown through my 
vision since childhood.”

While crows are widespread and common in Manitoba and 
elsewhere in North America, few of us know the intimate 
details of their everyday lives, according to avian specialist Dr. 
James Duncan, Director, Wildlife Branch, Manitoba Conserva-
tion and Water Stewardship.

“Crows are considered widely to be the intelligentsia of the 
bird world, and Tom aptly describes their renowned adaptabil-
ity to natural and human-altered landscapes where they play a 
valuable role in every ecosystem,” he said. “After you read 
Tom’s impressive tome on the crow you will never look at them 
the same. Rather, you will better appreciate, and be entertained 
by, these feathered Einsteins while waiting at a bus stop, riding 
down the street or strolling through the countryside.”

Reaume noted that he began working on the book in the early 
1980s in southern Ontario, in and around Guelph, where he 
received his BSc in wildlife biology. “Most of this book is a 
compilation of research by others,” remarked Reaume, who 
turns 70 this year, during an interview one evening last August.

“Parts of the crow remain largely untouched by research ers – 
physiology, genetics, nervous system, and other aspects of the 

bird. The data from my field 
work comprises a few pages. 
Many of the images are mine. 
Images by others are identi-
fied in the captions.” His field 
work was concerned mainly 
with nesting, feeding behav-
iour and roosting.

“None of my crows were 
banded,” said Reaume, 
whose previous book is the hardcover 620 Wild Plants of North 
America (published by the University of Regina in 2009).

“Some of the main re searchers in the United States have work- 
ed with marked birds for the past 10 or 20 years. They have 
unravelled many of the sex and age related behaviours associ-
ated with this cooperatively breeding bird. Rural and urban 
families of crows continued to have their behaviors compared.”

He observed that crows were the sentinel species in help ing  
us monitor the initial spread of West Nile virus across North 
America in the early 2000s. “And now that the crow is nesting 
and roosting in cities, it is being tagged, observed, monitored, 
and studied in exciting new ways,” he said, noting that he 
found 47 nests in two years in both conifers and deciduous 
trees. (See Tom Reaume’s cover article in the Jan/Feb 2011 
issue of Nature Manitoba News, “American Crows Nesting in 
Winnipeg”.)

“Watching crows was an easy moment for an ama teur like 
myself. Paper, pen, ruler, field glasses and a camera were my 
companions – and crows.”

Reaume’s ebook can be found at www.tom4crows.com, where 
all 16-parts can be downloaded for free (donations accepted).

Transcontinental Transect
On Jan. 23, Julia Schoen’s add-on Grey 
Hares trip took them to Ted McLachlan’s 
fascinating “Transcontinental Transect” 
photo exhibit. Ted, a Landscape Archi-
tecture professor and Nature Manitoba 
Member, has been working on this 
exhibit over the last five years. It consists 
of photos taken from Churchill down to 
Langtry, Texas on the Rio Grande River 
with the transect ending in Manzanillo, 
Mexico. The exhibit records changing 
land use and settlement patterns. The Grey Hares get a tour of Ted McLachlan’s photo exhibit 

at the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of Architecture.
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http://www.tom4crows.com
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Over the past 20 years in Europe and North America, there 
has been a renewed interest in wolves as a top predator and 
important species for biodiversity and ecological sustain-
ability. Wolves were listed by the U.S. Endangered Species 
Act for several decades and are now being delisted. This is  
a contentious and litigious issue, with wolf advocates and 
detractors in the U.S. waging their own battle of more 
protection versus wolf-killing derbies. 

In northern Manitoba none of this controversy exists. SWI 
began to realize that wolves, as an ecological and economic 
asset, can create positive publicity for Thompson and 
Manitoba if public education and promotion is properly 
carried out. Manitoba could set an example to the world as 
a jurisdiction that has not exterminated this species, and 
utilizes sustainable and ethical policies and approaches. 
Manitoba’s various biomes, from parklands to boreal forest 
to taiga to marine coast to tundra, hold wolf packs that 
travel huge distances to follow their prey. Very little of this 
has been studied. Erin McCloskey, author of Wolves in 
Canada, stated that Thompson is located in a “researcher’s 
dream world”. Currently there is little baseline data on 
wolves in Manitoba, which is necessary for government to 
develop sound management policies. 

Wolf Capital Initiatives
Wolves were not on the radar screen when Spirit Way Inc. 
began. Nine years later, the volunteer organization is now 
working enthusiastically with many partners to develop 
Thompson as Wolf Capital of the World. Over $920,000 has 
been raised by SWI for their wolf-related projects and 
initiatives, including:

 » A “Wolf Economy Discussion Paper” 
was formally presented to Manitoba 
Conservation in 2012 to highlight 
areas of development in wolf 
eco-tourism, research, education, 
etc. (Copies are available; see 
contact information at end.)

 » Public wolf art in Thompson, from 
the Bateman Wolf Mural to the large 
rock-face sculpture to the over fifty 
painted wolf statues (each spon-
sored by some body for $5000). The 
latter includes a GPS Wolf Hunt, a 
fun travel adventure to find 49 of 
the wolf statues across Manitoba. 
Find them all and you receive a 
personalized Master GPS Wolf 
Tracker certificate.

 » Construction of a 1.25 acre Wolf 
Exhibit that will meet or exceed 

international standards, as part of a renovated Boreal 
Discovery Centre. The exhibit is planned to open in 2015 
and be used as a viewing and educational study centre 
for residents, students, and visitors.

 » Wild wolf sightings are being reported by the general 
public on www.thompsonspiritway.ca, with interesting 
photos and videos being posted. 50% of the hits to the 
website are from outside Canada.

 » A “Wolves Without Borders” youth 
education program has been estab-
lished with schools in Thompson, USA 
and Mexico, with the help of the 
International Wolf Center in Ely, 
Minnesota. Students learn about each 
other and the public attitude to wolves 
in their country through this interac-
tive and collaborative approach to wolf 
education that reduces fear and myths.

 » Working with Churchill, the Polar 
Bear Capital, to link with Thompson as 
Wolf Capital. This partnership between 
northern communities highlights 
Manitoba’s iconic species to wildlife 
lovers from all over the globe.

 » Exploring options and partnerships 
with universities and others to develop 
Thompson as an international Wolf 
Centre of Excellence for research and 
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Becoming the 
Wolf Capital of the World  

by 2015
(...continued from page 1)

A stop along Thompson’s Spirit Way walking 
trail, with the wolf mural in the background.

http://www.thompsonspiritway.ca
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study in science, education, conservation, management 
issues, etc.

 » Promoting scientific research in Manitoba’s northern 
biomes. This pristine wilderness area may be affected  
by global warming, new all-weather roads, hydro 
development and new electrical corridors that may 
change predatory/prey behaviour forever. Understanding 
how wolves roam in Manitoba and interact with their 
prey as they move through different biomes holds many 
research opportunities.

 » Undertaking a 4-year research study on “Human Dimen-
sions of Wolves” in partnership with Dr. Alistair Bath, 
Memorial University, an innovative analysis of the 
public’s perceptions of wolves and documenting their 
myths and realities.

 » Hosting functions such as Wolf Workshops with Dr. 
Alistair Bath and the first international Wolf & Carnivore 
Conference in Thompson in 2012, which attracted nearly 
100 attendees from 5 countries including some of the top 
wolf biologists in the world.

 » Working with trappers and interested entrepreneurs to 
develop wolf tours and interpretive and educational 
programs for visitors and wildlife lovers. (Wild wolves 
are now the primary tourist attraction at Yellowstone 
National Park, attracting over 100,000 visitors a year and 
generating $30 million annually.)

 » A council representing government, tourism, universities, 
economic development and native interests is being 
formed to develop a strategic plan to present Thompson 
as the “Wolf Capital of the World” at The Wildlife Society 
conference in Winnipeg in October 2015. The plan will 
be guided by this Vision Statement: “To position Thomp-
son as a global Wolf Centre of Excellence that values wolves 
as an ecological and economic asset for Manitoba and 
strives for best practices in human/wolf co-existence in the 
fields of wolf education, science & research, eco-tourism, 
human dimension, Aboriginal culture, and management.”

Nowhere else in the world does a city or region have all the 
raw resources to build a sustainable wolf economy that can 
incorporate a first-class wolf exhibit, an unknown number 
of wild wolves, public wolf art, wolf research, traditional 
native knowledge, along with a lack of major conflict issues. 

SWI has attracted tremendous interest since its presentation 
at the International Wolf Symposium in Duluth, Minnesota 
in October 2013. Support has been received from American 
wolf organizations for Thompson as Wolf Capital of the 
World. The International Wolf Center in Ely, Minnesota is 
planning a bus tour to Thompson and Churchill in 2014,  
the first dedicated wolf tour in Manitoba.

The interest in wolves in Thompson began as an unexpect-
ed consequence of a 10-storey high Robert Bateman wolf 
mural in 2005. Since then, SWI has raised and spent over 
$920,000 on the various projects listed above. 2013 was a 
threshold year, with Thompson and Manitoba now on the 
radar screen of dozens of wolf and wildlife organizations 

worldwide. 

There is still much work to do with all 
stakeholders and interested parties to develop 
the strategic plan that would consolidate 
these wolf initiatives into a best-practices 
model with lasting ecological and economic 
benefits. While SWI is a volunteer, commu-
nity organization based in Thompson, wolves 
roam the province and can become an iconic 
species for the province as a whole. Spirit 
Way Inc. welcomes individuals and organiza-
tions across Manitoba to participate, whether 
their interest is science, research, education, 
tourism, Aboriginal culture, art, social media, 
and more.

Visit www.thompsonspiritway.ca or email 
thompsonspiritway@gmail.com for more 
information. Article submitted by Spirit Way 
Inc., Thompson, Manitoba.

At the International Wolf and Carnivore Conference in Thompson in 2012;  
Left to Right: Nikita Ovysanikov/Russian Academy of Sciences, Marco Musiani/U 
of Calgary, Marion Morberg/President/SWI, Volker Beckmann/SWI, Paul Paquet/ 

U of Calgary, Alistair Bath/Memorial University, Dave Mech/U of Minnesota.

Larry H
all
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Hike Assiniboine Park
Sun. March 2nd

Meet at the north end of the Assiniboine 
Park footbridge at 10am. The hike will last 

up to 2 hours. Bring water and a snack 
and appropriate footwear/clothing.
Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Hike the Exchange District
Sun. March 9th

Join Roger Sutherland to tour the Exchange 
District including a restaurant windup.
Call Roger at 204-451-1219. [Rate 1-2]

Ski to Mantario Cabin
Mon. March 10th - Fri. March 14th

Join Lesley Andrews for a Monday through 
Friday trip to the Mantario cabin. You 
must have proper gear and be able to 

ski about 20 km on lakes and portages, 
but you don’t have to be a speedster.  

Contact Lesley at 204-888-2442  
or lesleyandrews@mts.net. [Rate 5]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Sat. March 15th

Join Al for this day ski.
Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Ski Bittersweet
Sat. March 22nd

Join Les McCann for what could 
be the final ski trip of the year.
Contact Les at 204-895-8108  

or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3]

Hike Pine Point Rapids
Sat. April 5th

Join Roger Sutherland for this 
inaugural spring hike. Waterproof 

footwear will be a necessity.  
Call Roger at 204-451-1219. [Rate 3]

Hike the St. Norbert Area
Sat. April 12th

Join Al Louer for this day hike.
Contact Al Louer at 204-235-1790  

or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Hike Headingley 
Grand Trunk Trail

Sat. April 19th
This trail is the extension of the Harte trail 
going from the Perimeter out to Beaudry 

Park. We will do a car shuttle, hiking 
the 10 km (possibly more in the park 

depending on the group). It is basically 
a prairie walk covering varied terrain 

through farmland, mixed parkland, oak 
savanna and several marshlands – all 
skirting the community of Headingley.
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108  
or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2]

Hike Hunt Lake
Sat. May 3rd

Join Les McCann for this annual spring 
hike. This is a strenuous but hugely 

satisfying full-day outing, with rocky and 
rough terrain and wonderfully scenic 
views including numerous outlooks 

over Hunt and West Hawk lakes.  
Contact Les at 204-895-8108  

or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3]

To receive a weekly list of outdoor activities, sign-up on our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

 We’ve upgraded our 
Weekly Trip List

We have upgraded our weekly 
trip list to be automated using the 
up-to-date listings on our website. 

The existing emails have been 
transferred to the new list, using 
MailChimp, but just so you know:

To Subscribe: You may sign-up 
on our website – in the left-column, 
look for the “Our Email List” block. 

Type in your email, and check 
the “Weekly Outdoor Trip List” 

box, then click “Subscribe”. 

To Unsubscribe: You can 
unsubscribe easily and at anytime, 
just look for the “unsubscribe” link 

at the bottom of every email.

Thank You  
to the Mantario  

Raffle Volunteers!
Thank you to the FortWhyte raffle 

volunteers, sellers and purchasers! 
The Mantario Committee is very 

grateful to those who supported the 
FortWhyte raffle sales – we sold a 
total of $1500, half of which goes 

to Nature Manitoba. Also thank you 
to our top seller Mike Moczinski .

Winter Camping at Riding 
Mountain National Park
There were three Riding Mountain camping 
outings this winter, culminating in the 
campsite shown at left. With two quinzees 
and two winter tents, the facility owners 
were (left to right): Les McCann, Dan 
Livingston, Sean Worden (triangular tent, 
with stove), and Lesly Andrews. Further 
photos available on our Facebook page at: 
http://www.facebook.com/ 
naturemanitoba/photos_albums
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Free on Wednesdays?

Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

Ski Sandilands
Wed. March 5th

Join Gerry Recksiedler to ski the forested 
Sandilands trails east of Steinbach.

Call Gerry at 204-467-8518. [Rate 2-3]

Ski Birds Hill Park
Wed. March 12th

Ski the beautifully groomed trails in Birds 
Hill Park. Remember your park pass!
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 2]

Cycle/Hike/Ski Beaudry Park
Wed. March 19th

Level and well-groomed trails in the 
forested landscape of Beaudry Park 
(west of Headingley), plus warming 

huts. Remember your park pass!
Jerry Zaste at 204-799-8040. [Rate 1-2]

Manitoba Museum Tour
Wed. March 26th

The Manitoba Museum (located 
at 190 Rupert Ave.) is the largest 

heritage centre in Manitoba. If focuses 
on human and natural heritage, has 

planetarium shows and a science 
gallery hall. The Institute for Stained 
Glass in Canada has also documented 

the stained glass at the museum.
Pat Gray at 204-269-1765. [Rate 1]

Horticultural Tour
Wed. April 2nd

Details not yet confirmed.
Phone co-leaders Doris Orchyk at 
204-837-6166 or Gayle Andrews 

at 204-735-2845. [Rate 1]

Tour Assiniboine Park Zoo
Wed. April 9th

Come and see the changes and new 
developments taking place at the zoo.

Denise Levesque at 204-889-2297. [Rate 1]

Cycle Birds Hill Park
Wed. April 16th

Remember to bring your park pass!
Doris Orchyk at 204-837-6166. [Rate 2]

Hike at Oak Hammock Marsh
Wed. April 23rd

Hike around the ponds at Oak Hammock 
Marsh and check out the migrating birds.

Jerry Zaste at 204-799-8040. [Rate 1]

Geocaching Adventure
Wed. April 30th

Check out the official geocaching website 
at www.geocaching.com for more 
information on this unique outdoor 
hobby. Location to be determined.

Francy Wheadon at 204-256-0101. [Rate 1]

GENERAL RATING 
GUIDELINES APPLICABLE 

TO ALL ACTIVITIES 
Rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

Rate 2 Intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

Rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

Rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

Rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threat-
ening. Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NOTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

There are more Bird Outings already planned for May 2014 – if you like to  
plan ahead, then check them out on our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

St. Adolphe & Windygates 
Hawk Watches

Mid-March to Mid-April
Raptors and a host of other birds 

migrate north along the Red River 
and Pembina river valleys in early 
spring. Come join the birders who 

monitor this migration. They will be 
present from mid-morning at either 

site on most days from mid-March to 
mid-April, especially when it’s sunny 
with a south wind. The St. Adolphe 
site is on the east side of the bridge 

on PR 210. The Windygates site is on 
PR 201 at the Pembina River Valley. 

Watches are not scheduled, so there is no 
need to register – come and go as you please.

Owls and Woodcocks
Thu. May 1st

Join Rudolf Koes for an evening outing to 
look for woodcock and possibly some owls.

Call Rudolf at 204-661-0763. [Rate 1] 

BiRDiNG for BEGiNNERS
Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

No registration required.

April 30: Assiniboine Park 
Meet at the English Garden entrance.

May 7: St. Vital Park 
Meet at the duck pond parking lot.

More general Bird Outings as well as 
Birding for Beginners trips in May 2014...

http://www.geocaching.com
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=category/outdoor-activities/bird-outings
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  2013 Christmas Bird Count
by Robert Parsons

The underlying theme was cold weather and few birds. 
Nearly all compilers remarked on the cold, with 
Rudolf Koes mentioning this was Winnipeg’s coldest 

ever, although the calm conditions made it more tolerable 
than at least three past counts I can recall. Several compil-
ers also felt the weather impacted bird numbers or, at least, 
effort; for example Abe Friesen in Morden mentioned 
whiteout conditions in open areas. Peter Taylor in Pinawa, 
however, pointed out the regular species were in near 
normal numbers and Ken De Smet in 
Cypress River made the point that it 
was the irruptive species that were 
missing in action.

There were 18 counts reporting their 
totals at the time of my deadline, a 
drop from last year. No count results 
were reported from Riding Mountain 
or Thompson. I’m hoping the former 
may yet appear; but the latter isn’t 
much of a loss. The Portage count was 
cancelled because of bad weather, but 
it was also cancelled last year. These 
losses are partially offset by a new 
count from Carman.

The total number of species seen was 
68, with three additional species, 
Willow Ptarmigan (Cranberry Portage), 
Cooper’s Hawk (Winnipeg) and 
Black-backed Woodpecker (Hodgson) seen in count week 
only. “Count week” refers to birds seen on at least one of the 
three days before or after a count, but missed on the count 
day itself.

For the first time since I’ve been reviewing Manitoba counts, 
Brandon claimed the highest number of species at 39. 
Considering general conditions this year, I would call this an 
outstanding total. Winnipeg fell to second place with 37, 
followed distantly by a three-way tie for third place with 
Cypress River, Hodgson and Lyleton at 27. The Hodgson 
total was noteworthy for such a young count, and they did a 
great job of documenting their rarer species. At the other 
extreme is the under-manned Brokenhead count with 12 
species. The more northerly Cranberry Portage and The Pas 
counts managed 17 each. All others were over 20 species.

The only species reported on all counts were Downy and 
Hairy Woodpeckers, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie and 
Black-capped Chickadee. Common Raven had a nearly 
perfect appearance, but was count week only at Carman, 
while Snow Bunting was absent at Cranberry Portage. 
White-breasted Nuthatches were absent at Cranberry 
Portage and count week only at The Pas. All other species 
were missing from at least two counts.

At the other extreme, the following species were found on 
one count only: Canada Goose (Winnipeg); Common 
Merganser (Balmoral); Golden Eagle (Brandon); American 
Kestrel (Winnipeg); Golden-crowned Kinglet (Brandon); 
Lapland Longspur (Lyleton); American Tree (Glenboro), Fox 
(Winnipeg), Harris’s (Brandon) and White-crowned 
(Minnedosa) Sparrows; Yellow-headed Blackbird (Delta 
Marsh) and Hoary Redpoll (Gimli).

Some of the redpolls are suspect. Many were poorly seen 
and the descriptions of some were suggestive of House 
Finches, while others failed to rule out American Gold-
finches. Redpolls were very rare this year and goldfinches 
were numerous. In the end, I reluctantly accepted the 
redpolls, as a small proportion were convincing and they 
are normally numerous.

Several rarities were undocumented 
and some compilers haven’t responded 
yet to my requests for more informa-
tion. Thus I had to delete at least one 
of them, accordingly.

As noted, the irruptive species were in 
low numbers. They can be broken 
down into three groups: rodent eaters, 
mainly owls; frugivores, primarily 
Bohemian Waxwing, secondarily Pine 
Grosbeak; and those that feed on 
conifer seeds, mainly the winter 
finches and Red-breasted Nuthatch. It’s 
unusual to have low numbers of all 
three groups, but it appears this year’s 
count was the perfect storm. The only 
good thing is that by all reports the 
food crop was good and the birds are 
presumably happy where they were.

In spite of the odds, there were a few noteworthy birds in 
addition to the unique (one-count only) species already 
mentioned. A Northern Hawk Owl at Cypress River was the 
only species the compiler described as rare there; there 
were also singles at Delta, Oak Hammock and Winnipeg and 
two at Balmoral.

Eurasian Collared-Doves were found on two counts this 
year, Brandon and Glenboro with the latter having a record 
high of 12. Mourning Doves were also in good numbers, 
totalling 13 on four counts. Red-bellied Woodpeckers were 
great finds at Carman, Delta and Hodgson.

Not everything was in lower than normal numbers. Sharp-
shinned Hawks have certainly increased over the last couple 
of decades, and can now be considered regular in winter. 

Black-backed Woodpecker
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While still very uncommon, they were reported on three 
counts, plus two more count week sightings.

Cedar Waxwings were found on six counts and outnum-
bered Bohemians on some of them. It’s not unusual for 
them to be more abundant than usual in years of low 
Bohemian Waxwing numbers; I’m never sure if this is a real 
event or whether they are just easier to find when Bohemi-
ans are scarce.

Snow Buntings put on a good showing, numbering nearly 
8000 in total. Finally, it was a great year for finding Ameri-
can Goldfinches, with a total of 462 on 11 counts.

I wish to thank all compilers and participants for their effort 
and endurance and look forward to next year. All counts 
will be viewable when the review is complete at the Na-
tional Audubon Society’s website, birds.audubon.org/
christmas-bird-count. 

Atlassing by Canoe  
on the Grass River

by Angie Williams

It was an opportunity too good to pass up: birding and 
canoe tripping – two of my favourite past-times – in one 
awesome trip. For two weeks, my husband, Ken, and I 

would get to be field researchers and wilderness adventur-
ers, instead of the middle-aged elementary school teachers 
that we are the rest of the year. 

So began our breeding bird atlassing trip on the Grass River. 
We put our canoe in at Wekusko Lake Provincial Park on 
July 1 and started across the lake. By mid-day, we were 
looking for our first campsite. One cool thing about camping 
in your square: you often find birds that you wouldn‘t 
otherwise have found. On our first night, we heard a 
Common Nighthawk calling. 

Our days on the river had a fairly predictable pattern. We 
rose at 4:00 a.m. to do point counts, which took until about 
10:00 a.m. due to the logistics of paddling, navigating, 
finding a decent spot to stop, and actually doing the point 
counts. We would snack on granola bars and home-made 
breakfast cakes as we became hungry. When the point 
counts were finished, we would go back to our campsite 
and eat a proper breakfast, then have a nap. The rest of the 
day was spent breaking camp and paddling to our next 
square, where we would set up camp and get ready to do it 
all again. If it was impractical to go back to a campsite after 
point counts, we’d break camp in the early morning dark-
ness, and prepare breakfast somewhere along the river.

Birding highlights
Once, we were dive-bombed by a Greater Yellowlegs; we 
never did see any young, but we were pretty sure it had a 
baby nearby. There was a nesting Bald Eagle in almost every 
square. One was particularly memorable; the massive nest 

was just behind a well-used campsite, and poor mama 
Eagle, vainly believing nobody would notice her chick 
unless she led them to it, circled around and around with a 
fish in her talons, refusing to deliver baby’s dinner until we 
stopped watching. The final portion of our trip took us 
through miles and miles of open marshland where we found 
a Short-eared Owl hunting at dawn. That same morning, we 
heard wolves howling. (Not birds, I know, but still notewor-
thy.) There were plenty of otters in the “Grass”, as well. One 
was vocally irate when we parked our canoe in his little 
canal to do a point count.

Atlassing by canoe has its challenges. The river doesn’t 
respect the 10 km grid pattern at all; you simply cannot 
carry all the stuff you’d take if you were in a car (extra field 
guides, spotting scope, rubber boots) and there’s no Tim 
Horton’s. Other canoeists caught up to us, and passed us, 
covering twice the distance in half the time; but I’ll bet they 
didn’t have nearly the same “wilderness experience” that we 
had. Atlassing, no matter how you travel, forces you to slow 
down and notice everything. The weather, the plants, 
animals, insects (yes, there were lots), wildflowers and 
butterflies, and of course, the birds! For me, that’s what it’s 
all about: monitoring the birds in order to better understand 
and maintain the entire ecosystem. Thank you to Bonnie 
Chartier and the gang from the Manitoba Breeding Bird 
Atlas, and to David Raitt for loaning us your sea-worthy 
craft and shuttling us back to our car.

Julie Yatsko

Common 
Nighthawk
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Our Natural Garden Tour 2014 
It’s Garden Tour Time again!
Mark July 5th on your 2014 calendar and join us for another 

day of flora, fauna and fun.

This year, the tour will be in two parts of the city tied together by 
Portage Avenue. From a cluster of four gardens in the Silver 
Heights/Birchwood area of St. James, east of the Moray Bridge, a 
short drive down Portage Avenue will take you to five more 
gardens in the areas of south Broadway, East Gate, Crescent-
wood and River Heights.

There are four lovely large gardens, some on the river. Four 
smaller yards illustrate a variety of styles, including a low mainte-
nance garden, an English country cottage garden, an all-garden/
no-grass yard and a garden showcasing an intriguing set of 
structures for growing vegetables.

Our community garden this year is Enderton Park, affectionately 
known as Peanut Park, in the Crescentwood area. This elegant 
and peaceful park will provide the perfect lunch stop for tour 
goers. See article below for more on Peanut Park.

ONGT 2014 will take place on Saturday, July 5th and the ticket 
price is $15. Gardens are open from 10 am to 4 pm. Tickets are 
available from the Nature Manitoba office (204-943-9029), at all 
2014 workshop programs from February to May (see pages 
18-19), and, starting in April, from the following vendors: Lacoste 
Garden Centre, St. Mary’s Nursery & Garden Centre, Shelmer-
dine Nurseries & Garden Centre, Schriemer’s Home & Garden 
Showplace, Feasey Chiropractic & Wellness Centre (on Marion), 
The Green Scene (on Lilac), and The Preferred Perch (on St. 
Mary’s Rd.).
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Peanut Park 
by Barbara Parke

Enderton Park, lovingly called Peanut Park by the 
locals, is a gem nestled in historic Crescentwood 
between Harvard, Avonherst, Yale and Ruskin Row. 

The land was donated by Charles Enderton in 1902 to the 
city with the understanding that it would be maintained as 
an attractive public park for the enjoyment of the neigh-
bours. Over the years, time took its toll on the beauty of the 
park. About seven years ago, the neighbours “adopted” the 
park, incorporated themselves officially as Friends of Peanut 
Park and began to restore the park to its original beauty. 
They have a wonderful working arrangement with the City 
of Winnipeg and together have recaptured the charm of the 
original park. The oval path of 1902 is apparent again, trees 
have been planted on either side of the path where originals 
have died, new “turn of the century” benches have been 
strategically placed as viewed from archive pictures, a new 
play structure was built AND there are now gardens – seven 
unique gardens which are becoming more mature and 
beautiful each year.

Until two years ago, the neighbours, alongside professional 
gardeners, actually planted the trees, and dug, planted and 
weeded the seven new gardens.

However, for the last two years, through various fundraisers 
by the neighbours, we now employ two gardeners to 
continue the work. The result of this worthwhile endeavor 
is our neighbourhood gem. It is now enjoyed everyday, by 
all ages – from both near and far. Please come and experi-
ence our gardens. You will recognize the neighbours – they 
all have smiles on their faces!

For more information and photos visit the Friends of Peanut 
Park’s website at www.peanutpark.ca.

Charles Feaver

Rex’s garden, one of seven 
gardens in Peanut Park.

http://www.peanutpark.ca
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Monday, March 3, 2014

Stationarity on the Run:  
The New Normal for Manitoba’s Climate 

Dr. Danny Blair, Associate Dean of Science, Univ. of Winnipeg

The concept of ‘normal’ in climatology defines the range of 
conditions expected in the near future, based upon the 

recent past, with the assumption that the recent past is a 
reasonable approximation of the near future. Thanks to climate 
change, this assumption of ‘stationarity’ in the climate is no 
longer valid. One of the most important consequences of 
non-stationarity in the climate system is that the probability of 
extreme events will change. Dr. Blair will discuss the evidence 
for non-stationarity in Manitoba’s rapidly changing climate, and 
will review the implications of continuing change in the coming 
decades on the nature and impacts of extreme weather.

Monday, March 17, 2014
(early start at 7:00 pm)

Annual General Meeting  
& Members’ Night 

A Churchill River Adventure
by Roger Turenne

What do you do when you’re several days into a two-week 
canoe trip on the upper reaches of the Churchill River in 

northern Saskatchewan and, faced with unexpectedly strong 
currents due to historically high water levels, you realize you’ve 
bitten off more than you can chew? Experience this adventure 
through Roger’s signature storytelling, photography and music.

Hiking the Land of the Long White Cloud:  
A brief introduction to New Zealand’s  

endless opportunities for tramping
by Friederike von Aweyden & Dan Livingston 

Join us on our hiking tours while learning about New Zealand’s 
biogeographical background. From kias to penguins, from 

glaciers to volcanoes, and other consequences of evolution.

Nature Manitoba’s Discovery Evenings are held 
at Le Centre Culturel Franco-Manitobain, 340 

Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface. All programs will 
be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor).

Programs start at 7:30 pm except for the  
March 17th A.G.M. which starts at 7:00pm. 

Admission is $2 for members / $3 for  
non-members. Members must show member card. 

For more information, call the Nature Manitoba office 
at 204-943-9029 or email info@naturemanitoba.ca.

To
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Canoe Safety
Following an exciting and very well-attended 

presentation by Dennis Fast at the Dec. 9th Discovery 
Evening, Dale Brown gave a live demonstration of 

some canoe safety equipment that anyone venturing 
out on larger lakes should consider getting. These 

consist of air bags that strap to the side of the canoe 
and provide greater stability to the canoe when the 

wind and waves become challenging. Thanks to Dale 
and his team for organizing the demonstration.

Thanks to the Indoor Programs Committee!
The Indoor Programs committee has already met to 

plan next years’ Discovery Evening series. Left to right: 
Dianne Beaven, Brock Houndle, Donna Danyluk, Karlyn 
McFadyen, Julia Schoen, Martin Zeilig and Les McCann.
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Nomination Committee recommendation for  

Board Members for 2014-15

Executive Board Members for Election: 
 President .......................................Don Himbeault
 Executive Vice-President .................Jack Dubois
 Vice-President ............................ James Whitelaw
 Secretary ............................................ Alain Louer
 Treasurer ............................................Nikolas Cyr 
 Past-President (not for election)... Roger Turenne 

Directors for Election:
Christian Artuso, Scott Falkingham, 
Michelle Kading, Shauna McQuarrie 

and Roger Sutherland.
 

Continuing Directors:
Jerry Ameis, Les McCann  

and Rommel Molod.

2014 AGM Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Minutes of the preceding AGM (March 18, 2013)
3.  Annual Report of the President
4. Treasurer’s Report and the Report of the Auditors
5. Appointment of Auditors for 2014
6. Annual Reports of Nature Manitoba Committees
7. Resolutions
8. Election of Directors of the Board
9. Election of the Executive of Nature Manitoba
10. Presentation of Awards
11. Adjournment

Nature Manitoba’s
94Th ANNuAl GENErAl MEETING

Monday, March 17th 2014 at 7:00pm

The AGM will start at 7:00pm at Le Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain (340 Provencher Blvd, in St. Boniface). The AGM 
will be held in Salle Antoine-Gaborieau (2nd floor). It will be 

followed by two 20-min member presentations (see page 15).

Please be on time, as we can’t start  
the AGM until we have quorum.

NOMINEES – EXECUTIVE:

Don himbeault (President)
Don joined Nature Manitoba in 2010, and since 
then has been active at many of the organiza-
tion’s indoor and outdoor activities, as well as 
the board room where he currently serves as 
President. He is a Professional Engineer with a 
passion for the environment, sustainable living, 
and pursuing an active outdoor lifestyle. Don’s 

interests include cycling, canoeing, hiking, cross-country skiing, 
and also includes an innate curiosity for the scientific and histori-
cal aspects of our natural world. Don looks forward to sharing his 
prior experience with other boards and promoting the mission of 
Nature Manitoba.

Jack Dubois (Exec. Vice President)
Jack was born and raised in Winnipeg, graduat-
ing from the University of Manitoba with a  
B.Sc. (Zoology/Botany) in 1972. He is recently 
retired from his position of Director of the 
Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection Branch, 
Manitoba Conservation, where he worked for 
ten years. Previous employers have been the 

Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature and Parks Canada. Jack has 
been active for many years in community issues in Manitoba and 
has taken active roles on many boards including the Manitoba 

Eco-Network Inc., Wapusk National Park, Manitoba Habitat 
Heritage Corporation, Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre, 
Churchill Northern Studies Centre, The Fur Institute of Canada, 
and the Manitoba Naturalists Society, as Nature Manitoba was 
known then. Jack and his family like to canoe and otherwise spend 
time in remote areas of Manitoba. He is also known to do a little 
hunting, fishing, spelunking and bird watching in his spare time, 
when not at their cabin on Hecla Island.

James Whitelaw (Vice President)
James Whitelaw has a B.Sc. (Ecological Sci-
ences) from the University of Edinburgh and a 
Ph.D. (Zoology) from the University of Liver-
pool. He was a staff scientist at the Royal 
Society Aldabra Research Station and worked on 
urban nature conservation projects in London. 
He was a member of the management commit-

tee of the Scottish Wildlife Trust (Tayside), on the regional 
committee of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, and was for seven 
years chairman and secretary of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club, 
Tayside Branch, before fleeing back to Canada in 2004.

James has been a Nature Manitoba member since 2004 and has 
greatly enjoyed the bird outings, indoor meetings and workshops. 
James is a keen birder and is interested in all aspects of natural 
history and environmental issues. He enjoys his family, his dogs, 
and his birding trips. He has been moved on by the military in Ven-
ezuela, detained by the army in Ecuador, and robbed at knifepoint 
in Gambia, and is looking forward to more birding adventures.
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Alain louer (Secretary)
Alain has been a member of Nature Manitoba 
since 1996, attracted by his great love for 
the outdoors. He knew joining would lead to 
opportunities such as hiking the Mantario trail, 
and now feels the accomplishment of doing 
so. He went to the Mantario cabin for the first 
time, as a participant, during the 2001 summer 

program, the year the cabin rebuilding was completed. He chaired 
the Mantario Committee for several years, and is also active in the 
outdoor program with hiking, canoeing, skiing and snowshoeing. 
Although far from an expert, he enjoys the learning experience 
of our birding and botany outings, the Discovery Evenings, the 
Workshops and the Garden Tour. Alain is a government worker and 
has been a volunteer for the Union Nationale Française since 1994.

Nikolas Cyr (Treasurer)
Nikolas is an accounting student working 
towards his Certified General Accountant 
designation. He has enjoyed the outdoors for 
many years, and has seen many of the natural 
environments Canada has to offer. He first went 
to the Mantario cabin in 2004 with his parents 
and sister as part of family week.

NOMINEES – DIRECTORS:

Christian Artuso (Director)
Christian Artuso has a Ph.D. in Environment and 
Geography from the University of Manitoba. His 
thesis examined how Eastern Screech-Owls are 
affected by human population density. Christian 
works for Birds Studies Canada, managing 
Manitoba projects such as the Golden-winged 
Warbler Survey and the Manitoba Breeding Bird 

Atlas. Christian joined the Nature Manitoba Board in 2008 and is 
involved with the Manitoba Avian Records Committee (MARC). 

Christian regularly leads bird outings and participates in numerous 
bird surveys such as the Manitoba Nocturnal Owl Survey (MNOS), 
Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and Christmas Bird Count (CBC). He 
has published many articles on Manitoba’s avifauna and recently 
received the Cliff Shaw Award for outstanding contributions to the 
Blue Jay. Christian is passionate about conservation and committed 
to public outreach, regularly giving presentations at venues 
ranging from schools to scientific conferences. 

Christian enjoys traveling and wildlife photography. He has 
photographed over 3,000 species of birds and his photos appear in 
many magazines and books. His websites are artusophotos.com 
and artusobirds.blogspot.com.

Scott Falkingham (Director)
A member of Nature Manitoba since 2008, Scott 
is a Manitoban who thoroughly enjoys exploring 
the wilderness. He spends the winters snow-
shoeing and the summers caving. In addition to 
serving as a director with Nature Manitoba since 
2011, Scott currently serves as the President of 
the Speleological Society of Manitoba, and as a 
director with the Canadian Cave Conservancy.

Michele Kading (Director)
Michele joined the Nature Manitoba (MNS) 
Board of Directors in 2000 as the Action Vice-
President. With a particular interest in Win-
nipeg’s urban environmental issues she served 
in this office until March 2003 when she became 
the Executive Vice-President (until March 
2007). Michele continues to play a key role on 

the Policy Review Committee and Bylaws Review Committee. She 
is the Chair of the Human Resources Committee (since 2008). 
Michele has worked as a professional interpretive naturalist since 
1980 in Manitoba and Ontario. In 1992, she became the Head 
of Interpretation at Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre. 
In September 2013 Michele became Executive Director of Save 
Our Seine. Her interests include birding, photography, gardening 
(prairie plants and water gardens), travel, and exploring wetlands 
and interpretive centres around the world. She has birded and de-
livered wetland education workshops to teachers in 24 Caribbean 
locations. Michele served on Winnipeg’s first Civic Environmental 
Committee (December 2001 to 2005). She has an M. Sc. in Bioge-
ography and an undergraduate degree from the University of Win-
nipeg (Physical Geography, Biology, and Environmental Studies).

Shauna McQuarrie (Director)
Shauna has enjoyed the outdoors all her life, 
from the backyard to farmyard to lakeside. She 
has developed an interest in hiking and is keen 
to explore more of Manitoba’s wilderness. While 
she loves the outdoors, Shauna works indoors as 
a physician in Winnipeg.

roger Sutherland (Director)
Roger is a self-employed carpenter and renova-
tor, with a passion for nature. “Being involved 
with wilderness hiking, canoeing and snorkeling 
are activities I’ve always loved. Growing up 
along the Seine and Red and Assiniboine Rivers 
with friends was a great way to grow up. Now 
as an adult the playground is larger. And I hope 

to ignite this excitement in you. Like all endeavors it is more fun 
with friends and family, and so I invite you to bring yours.”

Grey Hares at Birds Hill Park
The Grey Hares had a great ski at Birds Hill Park on Jan. 29, 

the only warm day of the week (warm being 14 degrees 
below zero!). Here in the warming hut, we have just had 
lunch and are about to start out on the last half of the ski.

Julia S
choen

http://artusophotos.com/
http://artusobirds.blogspot.com/
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MANITOBA’S IMPORTANT  
BIRD AREA PROGRAM
Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Diana Teal, Manitoba IBA Co-ordinator and...  
Christian Artuso, Bird Studies Canada Manitoba 
Program Manager & Chair of IBA Committee
The Birdlife International partnership has identified 12,000  
sites around the world that are known as “Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Areas” (IBAs). IBAs represent an enormous global 
network designed to protect the planet’s biodiversity by engag-
ing grassroots support for key sites. These key sites are identi-
fied using rigorous, internationally standardized criteria. There 
are 38 IBAs in Manitoba, from the grasslands of the southwest 
to the Hudson Bay coast, each with its own special significance. 
This workshop examines the IBA program globally and here in 
Canada, with a focus on Manitoba’s sites and our IBA program. 
We will showcase some of the great work being done in Mani-
toba and discuss simple ways that you can become involved  
in this global conservation initiative.

BIRDING for BEGINNERS
Tuesday, March 11, 2014
James Whitelaw, Nature Manitoba Birder

Spring is a great time to start birding, and Manitoba is a great 
place for birds. This workshop will cover the equipment you will 
need, the principles of bird identification, where to look for birds 
and the variety of birds to be found in Manitoba.

BOTANY for BEGINNERS
Tuesday, March 18, 2014
Marilyn Latta,  
Nature Manitoba Weekend Botanist

Many people enjoy seeing wildflowers and would like to know 
more about them but are often intimidated by the identification 
process. This workshop will cover some of the basics of plant 
identification. Discussion will include plant naming (not as difficult 
as one might think once you know a bit about the system!), 
features of plants to watch for and the use of simple keys. 
Images will be used to illustrate some of the major plant families 
and their important characteristics, and participants will be given 
the opportunity to test their new skills on an A-Z presentation of 
Manitoba wildflowers.

SHOREBIRDS*
Tuesday, March 25*, 2014 
(* date changed from April 1st!)
Rudolf Koes, Nature Manitoba Birder

Manitoba harbours a fine array of shorebirds and they will soon 
start to return from warmer climes. Some are difficult to identify, 
but with the help of this workshop the task may be a bit easier. 
We will look at some slides and reference materials and we will 
also discuss some of the best places in Manitoba to see them.

N A T u R e  M A N I T o B A ’ S  
WORkSHOP SERIES 2014 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y  4 t h  u n t i l  M a y  6 t h

TIME: 7:30pm

PRE-REGISTRATIoN required! Contact the Nature Manitoba 
office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

REGISTER EARLY To AVoID DISAPPoINTMENT.  
Class sizes are limited to 30. If you are unable 
to attend, please cancel by calling the office 

so others may benefit from the vacancy.

LoCATIoN: KeLVIN HIGH SCHooL (Room 31),  
Stafford Street at Academy Road. Parking at Kelvin is 

available in the lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

We ask for your understanding and suggest that you sign 
up for oNLY THREE WoRKSHoPS. If you are interested 

in more than three workshops, you are welcome to call 
the office one week prior to any additional workshops. If 

there are any vacancies, you will be able to register.

FEE: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 for non-members 
(students: $3 for members, $5 for non-members). Workshops 

are open to children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

4

5

6

7
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GROWING a GARDEN  
from the GROUND UP
Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Kelley Leibzeit, Master Gardener in Training
Kelley will show you how her garden went from dirt and gravel to 
an oasis for people, plants, and wildlife. With 20 years of garden-
ing experience, she’ll share tips and photos on how her garden 
grew. After attending a Naturescape program, she made a 
decision to change the direction of her garden.  She added more 
native plantings to draw in even more birds and butterflies. The 
Spring Migration of 2013 was a roaring success, bringing in 
many varieties of warblers, sparrows, woodpeckers and hawks, 
as well as a few of her favourites like waxwings and orioles. She 
even had a few unusual surprises. Come and hear Kelley’s 
Garden Story.

A PRIMER on MANITOBA  
BUTTERFLIES in SPRING
Tuesday, April 15, 2014

Simone Hébert Allard,  
Author of “Manitoba Butterflies: A Field Guide”
Nothing lifts my spirits more, after a long winter, than my first 
butterfly of the year – often a Mourning Cloak that shows up 
when snow is still on the ground. How come certain species 
appear so early? It all has to do with their life cycles, how they 
overwinter, what they eat and whether or not they are a migra-
tory species. Though most of you are probably familiar with the 
ubiquitous Cabbage White and the Mourning Cloak, early ‘birds’ 
both, this one-hour workshop will help you identify and, hope-
fully, locate certain spring species of butterflies such as the 
Silvery Blue, the Satyr Comma, the Spring Azure, the Western 
White, the Compton Tortoiseshell and the Eastern Pine Elfin.

FLYCATCHERS for BEGINNERS
Tuesday, April 22, 2014
Ward Christianson, Nature Manitoba Birder

This workshop will cover the basics of identification of Mani-
toba’s flycatcher species. Emphasis will be placed on the pitfalls 
of this difficult group. Become more confident in your ability to 
identify this group of birds; or not.

MORELS and OTHER FUNGI
Tuesday, April 29, 2014
Dr. David Punter, Retired Prof. of Botany

Morels are the mushrooms that appear in the spring while most 
other fungi can be found in late August and September. Partici-
pants will begin learning to identify mushrooms in time for the 
morel season. A field trip will be offered in the late summer.

SkULL-DUGGERY
Tuesday, May 6, 2014
Bill Watkins, Biodiversity Conservation  
Zoologist, Manitoba Wildlife Branch and...  

Sarah Watkins, Education Programming Consultant
Have you ever wondered how paleontologists seem to know 
everything about a long-extinct species from a few skull and jaw 
fragments? or how investigators can identify a predator from 
bite marks on a dead animal? Perhaps you have found a skull 
with attached jaw and wondered what kind of animal it was 
from, what it ate, or how it lived. This workshop will teach you 
how to “read” skulls by observing the differences between 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores, and between predators 
and prey. Participants will be given an opportunity to practice 
their skills by examining several mystery skulls.

8
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The Grey Hares Ski Hecla Island
by Doug Belcher

This 3-day outing took place with 16 participants – we booked 
8 rooms at the renovated Lakeview Hecla Resort. 

Wednesday Feb. 5 started off at -28C, so we delayed our ski 
until 10:30 to allow the sun to heat up the air. Forecast was to 
go to -20C, and most of us skied until 3pm at least. Thursday 
was predicted to go to -16, so we had 3 people snow-shoeing, 
and 5 of us skiing to the West Quarry, otherwise known as 
Christine’s Fish Camp. Thanks to the hotel extending our stay, 
we were able to do a proper ski, and enjoy the wilderness 
environment of Hecla Island. 

The West Quarry trail takes the skier along the west shore of 
the Island, with stands of balsam fir, white spruce, mountain 
maple, high-bush cranberry and paper birch. In order to access 
the Hamers Lake warming shelter, one can ski the Hamars 
Lake trail which accesses the black spruce bog, and includes 
not only black spruce, but tamarack, willow, alder and birch. 
Because of the high water table the birch trees grow quite large, 
attracting Pileated Woodpeckers. In spite of the above average 

snow conditions this year, the Labrador tea plants were just 
visible above the snow amongst the black spruce trees. Not a 
spot to hike in summer without hip waders, but beautiful this 
time of year! As one passes Hamars Lake, the elevation 
increases to allow stands of mature trembling aspen, birch, 
white spruce and balsam fir. 

This is the first year in about seven years that the hotel is open 
in winter, and was appreciated by all trip participants as a 
welcome spot to springboard into the winter environment.

D
oug B

elcher

Left to right: Frank Penner, Gerald Qually, Gayle Andrews, 
June Thomson, Marilyn Hurrel, Elfrida Penner and John Gray.
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Join an all-inclusive guided trip to Mantario cabin in Manitoba’s pristine wilderness
Details and dates at                              204-943-9029 or at www.MantarioCabin.ca

5 day canoe adventures
in July and August

Nature Manitoba publication

4.9375” wide by 4.9167” high

Nature Manitoba - (Mantario Cabin committee)

for technical concerns, contact Brian Hydesmith
design@hydesmith.com  204 487 0067

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

ARIZONA IN FEBRUARY
19 Feb - 2 March 2014 (12 days)
$2790 (dbl occup) from Phoenix

Arizona is home to some of the most unique & 
famous landscapes in the world, Saguaro NP, 

Sabino Canyon, Canyon de Chelly, Monument 
Valley, Grand Canyon & Sedona. Join us for a 

mid-winter tour to the blue skies and fascinating 
deserts of this famous state.

SOUTHERN UTAH
15 - 26 April 2014 (12 days)

$2900 (dbl occup) from Las Vegas
The mighty Colorado River, aided by the arid 

erosion cycle, has waged battle across the eons 
with the sandstone strata and fashioned land-

scapes so unique that they are more redolent of 
an extra-terrestrial origin. We visit Bryce 

Canyon, Valley of the Gods, Arches NP, Can-
yonlands, Monument Valley & Zion Canyon.

      

YUKON-DEMPSTER HWY
Land of the Midnight Sun

18-29 June 2014 + 1-12 July 2014 (12 days)
$3700+GST (dbl occup) from Whitehorse
The heart of our adventure is the drive up the 

Dempster Highway from Dawson City to Inuvik 
and a flight to Tuktoyaktuk on the Arctic Ocean. 
At latitude 66N we cross the Arctic Circle and 

enter the Land of the Midnight Sun.
WHISKEYJACK NATURE TOURS
BOX 319, SECHELT, BC, V0N 3A0

604-885-5539
E-m tony@whiskeyjacknaturetours.com
Web: www.whiskeyjacknaturetours.com

N A T u R e  M A N I T o B A ’ S  
WORkSHOP SERIES 2014 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y  4 t h  u n t i l  M a y  6 t h

See pages 18-19 for the full workshop listing.  
Register soon as many workshops do fill up.

We still have two more Discovery  
evenings left, see page 15.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

