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Could you be  
  a volunteer for  
    Bridging the Gap?
by Les McCann

The Bridging the Gap (BTG) 
program is managed by a 
Committee of Nature Manitoba 

in partnership with the City of 
Winnipeg Naturalists Department. 
This article will describe an area of 
BTG for which I have been volunteer-
ing: the field trips. My intent is to show how BTG, through 
these field trips, fosters the passion for nature that exists 
naturally in young people, and hopefully, in turn, I can 
foster in readers an interest in volunteering with BTG. At 
the very least, I hope you will learn more about this very 
important educational program that all members of Nature 
Manitoba are already supporting. A full description of the 
administration and organization of BTG is in our Annual 
Report, available through our office.

On-site training is provided for all volunteers, consisting of 
one to four days of accompanying an experienced program 
provider. While we welcome anyone willing to volunteer, in 
order to justify the training time, we ask for a volunteer 
commitment of at least six days. Two other prerequisites are 
that volunteers have the ability to keep up with the children 
for the day and that they are able to pass Child Abuse 
Registry clearance.

BTG offers inner city Grade IV classes an opportunity for a 
quality, science-curriculum-based, free, full-day, field trip to 
explore and learn about two natural areas within Winnipeg. 
Currently we use the Living Prairie Museum and the Assini-
boine Forest. School response to the offered field trips has 
been increasing every year. In 2013 we provided 5 spring 
field trips, and 10 fall field trips.

The day starts off with meeting the children, their teachers, 
teacher’s aids and parent assistants. Often more than one 
classroom is involved, so there may be between 20 to 40 
children in attendance. A discussion of natural habitats  
and four of the basic needs for all organisms (space, food, 
shelter and water) is explored with the children. This 
introduces the group to the science themes we will be 
exploring throughout the day, at the same time piquing an 
interest in what they can expect from their day in nature. 

Les M
cC

ann



 Page 2 Nature Manitoba News Vol. 6, Issue 3 - May / June 2014

President’s Corner
by Donald Himbeault

A Recap of the President’s Report

It was great to see so many people at our Annual 
General Meeting. If you were one of those present, 
thank you for coming, and if you couldn’t make, I 

thought I would recap here some of the main points I 
presented in my President’s Report.

Many of Nature Manitoba’s activities are at the forefront with our members, 
including our Discovery Evenings and Workshop series, the many trips and bird-
ing events that we organize, the Grey Hares, Our Natural Garden Tour event, 
the Mantario Cabin and Summer Program, and of course our Newsletter. But 
perhaps not so well-known to our members is our role as a stable home for such 
programs as the Manitoba Important Bird Area program, the Bridging the Gap 
program, the administrative support we provide for the Green Team that works 
for the City of Winnipeg Parks Branch, the Manitoba Bluebird Foundation fund, 
the Chimney Swift program, and our role in the Tall Grass Prairie Preserve. And 
I am probably forgetting some. But that is not say these efforts pass unnoticed to 
everyone. This past fall, Nature Manitoba was awarded the 2013 Conservation 
Award presented by the Manitoba Chapter of the Wildlife Society, largely in rec-
ognition for its efforts in creating and supporting the Tall Grass Prairie Preserve. 

At the board level, we have been discussing a 
variety of subjects, such as ideas to attract more 
members and whether we should look to form 
alliances with other organizations. Other topics 
have included researching and monitoring 
potential development plans that may encroach 
on natural areas that have a particular value or 
interest to our members. 

But by far the main preoccupation for the board and me has been assuring the 
sustainability of our organization. The Victoria Beach cottage issue is perhaps 
the most difficult one to wrestle. Progress is slow, as divergent opinions keep 
being raised on the best course of action, where none really appear as a best 
logical choice. What is evident in all the discussion are the potential pitfalls and 
financial liabilities that may occur if we choose the wrong course of action, 
hence we are following a measured and reasoned approach, albeit a slow one.

We continue to struggle with our general operating budget being in a deficit 
situation. More funding applications are planned for the coming year that we 
hope will help with our general operations. Nonetheless, we are looking for 
ways to reduce the cost of running our organization. One option is to become 
more efficient with our office space, including downsizing our library, which  
has seen very little use lately. 

Encouraging in all of this is that our membership numbers remain strong. I 
believe this is because our organization and what we do is still very relevant in 
today’s society, a belief which was strengthened during a recent trip to the 
Mantario cabin. In the cabin is a log book for visitors to write in, essentially the 
“tweets” of almost everyone who has stayed at the cabin. The tweeters include 
long-time regulars to the cabin to first-time visitors. Some entries recount tales 
of great hardships to reach the cabin, muddy portages, sticky slush, cold wet 
clothes, but not one story expressed any regret for having made the journey. 
Rather, as these visitors became transformed into naturalists, their stories 
expressed how food tasted better, friendships become stronger, learning stuff 
was exciting, and life generally felt less stressful. The world can certainly use 
more naturalists’ opportunities.
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“ We continue to 
struggle with our 
general operating 
budget being in a 

deficit situation...”
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Marc 
Leclair 
grew up 

biking around his 
home of St. Norbert. This 
interest developed into an infectious 
passion, and now includes canoeing, 
skiing, hiking, running, swimming and 
nearly every other outdoor activity you 
can do in Manitoba. This winter he skated 
over 500km on the river trail, tracked 
using his GPS watch  – a self-proclaimed 
record for Winnipeg.

Another good example 
of his tenacity is the 
“Pain in the Assini-
boine” race of June 
2011. Participants 
cycled from The Forks to Beaudry Park, 
and then either kayaked or canoed all of 
the way back on the Assiniboine. Marc 
kayaked solo, and despite an accidental 
dunk in the river, he took 1st place for 
kayaking, and 3rd place overall. But the 
day was still young, so he rollerbladed to 
the gym to work out, and during his ride 
home he must have finally been feeling 
the burn, as he tripped coming off of the 
Esplanade Riel and injured his shoulder.

Marc has an Environmental Science 
degree, and has worked in the field for 
some mining and oil companies, including 
work out of Snow Lake. However, he 
found these remote places very limiting 
when it came to his favoured activities, 
and so he now works as a sales agent for 
some eyewear companies, including 
Perfect, Puma, Elle, and Esprit. He has a 
home in the Norwood Flats neighbour-
hood, and his flexible work schedule 

allows him to 
stay active.

It wasn’t until his 
twenties that Marc began 

embarking on wilderness canoe  
trips in the Whiteshell. He and his friends 
would paddle by the old Mantario Cabin 
and wonder what the place was all about. 
After the old cabin burnt down in 2000, 
they paddled by on a day when the 
Mantario work party was building the  
new cabin, and this is how Marc met  

the Mantario Committee, 
including Lee Cullen, Dale 
Brown, Lorne Klassen, and 
Maureen Frolick. Marc has 
since been involved on the 
committee and has chaired 

it for many of those years. He continues  
to be a trip leader for one week of the 
Mantario Summer Program each year (see 
page 9), and has coordinated some of the 
work parties that keep the cabin in good 
working order.

Marc hasn’t just been active locally 
though, his travels include almost every 
continent. He has cycled thousands of 
kilometres in Hawaii, New Zealand and 
the Maritimes, and has experienced the 
diverse cultures of Egypt, Jordan, Israel, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Bali, Hungary and 
Peru. He may have met his match in 
Bolivia, however, where he tried climbing 
Huayna Potosí – which some say is the 
easiest 6000m mountain to climb – and 
found that the altitude sickness at 5500m 
was just too much for his body. Even after 
all of his adventures, Marc affirms that 
“I’ve been all over the world, but my 
favourite place is still Mantario.”

Marc 
LecLair

Welcome New Members!
February 15th April 14th, 2014

Danny Blair
Dawn Chaput (kids Fisher,  

Meadow, Matthew)
Jacquie Delaney (husb. Wes  

Delaney, children Evan & Avery)
Barbara Emberley

Geald Farthing
Sandra Froese

Elizabeth Gossen
Joseph Granger (wife Joanne 

Fabian, Bradyn & Joseph)
Lana Hood

Neil Kuprowski
Dorothy McLeod

Guillaume Meisterhans
Edward O’Reilly (wife Darlene)

Marian Perrett
Angie Slusarenko

David Weller

“I’ve been all over the 
world, but my favourite 

place is still Mantario.”

Thank You to the  
Garage Sale crew!

We want to thank all of the 
volunteers and contributors 

that helped make the March 29 
Giant Garage Sale a success. 

See page 19 for a photo of 
the garage sale crew!
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Scientists react to the transfer of the 
Experimental Lakes Area to new operator:
Winnipeg’s International Institute of Sustainable 
Development takes over as of April 2014

REGINA – Canadian scientists are relieved to learn that 
Winnipeg’s International Institute for Sustainable 
Development (IISD), with help from the Ontario and 

Manitoba governments, will move to preserve the world 
renowned Experimental Lakes Area (ELA). In May 2012, the 
federal government announced the closure of the world’s 
foremost freshwater research station which for forty years 
has provided studies on the impacts of aquatic pollutants on 
lakes. The takeover by the IISD culminates a two year 
struggle by scientists and citizens to save the ELA.

This current agreement will allow the ELA to reopen to 
scientists performing whole lake experiments that have been 
on hold for almost two years. This work is 
important, say scientists, because ELA is the 
one place in the world where a pollutant 
can be added to lakes, in a controlled way, 
in order to understand with certainty the 
changes that occur due to the pollutant. As 
well, the ELA will now be able to resume  
its role in training the brightest aquatic 
scientists in the world.

It is with mixed emotions that prominent 
scientists react to this new agreement. Dr. 

Dave Schindler (OC, AOE, FRSC, FRS) is encouraged. “The 
move to IISD should be good for ELA, and for water re-
search in Canada. In recent years as federal Department  
of Fisheries and Oceans’ (DFO) interest in research has 
declined, ELA has been increasingly strangled, never able  
to reach its full potential. Hopefully, with DFO out of the 
picture, that will change for the better”, says Dr. Schindler, 
founding director of the ELA. However, while the general 
consensus is relief that ELA will not be closed, others lament 
the current treatment of science in Canada. “Today is a 
bittersweet victory – while we rejoice in the hope that ELA 
will live on, we remain discouraged by the reality that the 
Canadian government refused to reinstate its funding for 
ELA as a public science program”, says Dr. Diane Orihel, 
co-founder of the Coalition to Save ELA. “Although we 
believe that the IISD is fully committed to running the ELA 
in manner it deserves, there are significant hurdles the 
facility needs to overcome (such as long term funding 

stability) to ensure its future” says Dr. 
John Smol (OC, FRSC). “Thankfully 
the IISD and the governments of 
Ontario and Manitoba appear to be 
concerned about evidence-based policy 
when it comes to water issues”. 

“The announced closure of ELA initi-
ated a movement of advocacy for sci- 
ence and provides a unique example of 
how individuals can change a govern-
ment’s course of action” says Dr. Britt 
Hall, director of the Coalition to Save 
ELA. “Without the collective work of 
many, the Harper government would 
have closed this unique facility that 
provides vital data on our invaluable 
freshwater ecosystems.” The Coalition 
to Save ELA is grateful to the many 
science societies, environmental org- 
anizations, lake stewardship groups, 
First Nations, federal and provincial 
politicians, public service unions, 
journalists, and citizens for their 
tremendous support. 

Visit www.saveela.org/thank-you for 
a complete list of supporters.

Hike With Confidence. Hike With the Bear Stick

Nature in the News...
Scientists react to the transfer of the  

Experimental Lakes Area to new operator
(excerpted from a SaveELA press release, April 1, 2014)

“Today is a bittersweet 
victory – while we rejoice 

in the hope that ELA will live 
on, we remain discouraged 

by the reality that the Cana-
dian government refused to 
reinstate its funding for ELA 
as a public science program”

   – Dr. Diane Orihel

http://www.saveela.org/thank-you
http://www.thebearstick.com
http://www.saveela.org/thank-you
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Monarch Population Status
(an update, from the MonarchWatch email newsletter, to 
the article “Where have all the monarchs gone?” in the 
Jan/Feb 2014 issue of Nature Manitoba News)

The overwintering numbers are in from Mexico and 
once again it's bad news. The numbers are not a 
surprise; as early as (last) May, we predicted that  

the population would be lower this winter. The total area 
occupied by monarch colonies at overwintering sites in 
Mexico this winter was a mere .67 hectares, down from the 
previous all-time low of 1.19 hectares reported last year.

Monarch numbers will rebound but only if the weather 
allows AND there is enough milkweed to increase the 
population. While we will never get back to the large 
populations of the 1990s, there is still enough milkweed  
to produce monarchs in sufficient numbers to colonize  
3-4 hectares of the forests in Mexico. However, given the 
current size of the overwintering population it is likely that 
it will take 2-3 years with relatively favorable breeding 
conditions for the population to attain such numbers.

For a more detailed discussion of the monarch population 
status please visit the Monarch Watch website and sign-up 
for their email list at http://monarchwatch.org/blog/.

Our Natural Garden Tour 2014 
It’s Garden Tour Time again!

Mark July 5th on your 2014 calendar and join us for 
another day of flora, fauna and fun.

This year, the tour will be in two parts of the city tied together 
by Portage Avenue. From a cluster of four gardens in the 
Silver Heights/Birchwood area of St. James, east of the 
Moray Bridge, a short drive down Portage Avenue will take 
you to five more gardens in the areas of south Broadway, 
East Gate, Crescentwood and River Heights.

There are four lovely large gardens, some on the river. Four 
smaller yards illustrate a variety of styles, including a low 
maintenance garden, an English country cottage garden,  
an all-garden/no-grass yard and a garden showcasing an 
intriguing set of structures for growing vegetables.

Our community garden this year is Enderton Park, affection-
ately known as Peanut Park, in the Crescentwood area. This 
elegant and peaceful park will provide the perfect lunch stop 
for tour goers.

ONGT 2014 will take place on Saturday, July 5th and the 
ticket price is $15. Gardens are open from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Tickets are available from the office (204-943-9029), at  
our last Workshop (see page 17), and from the following 
vendors: Lacoste Garden Centre, St. Mary’s Nursery & 
Garden Centre, Shelmerdine Nurseries & Garden Centre, 
Schriemer’s Home & Garden Showplace, Feasey Chiroprac-
tic & Wellness Centre (on Marion), The Green Scene (on 
Lilac), and The Preferred Perch (on St. Mary’s Rd.).
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Service Award: 
Julia Schoen

Julia Schoen is certainly a name that 
most Nature Manitoba members will 
recognize. Garden Tour, you say? 

Workshop Series? Grey Hares? Well, all  
of the above. She has coordinated 14 
annual fund-raising Garden Tours, 17 
years of the Workshop Series, is an active 
member and trip leader for the Grey 
Hares, a frequent contributor to Nature 
Manitoba News, and shows no signs of 
slowing down. Julia has no lack of drive 
to stay active and involved as a volunteer 
for Nature Manitoba. The benefit is mutual, for, as Julia said 
in her Profile in our May 2010 newsletter, she not only loves 
the work (although ‘work’ might not be the appropriate 
term), she has seen herself grow in many ways since joining 
the organization after her retirement from teaching in 1989.

During the 1990s, Julia was active on the board of directors 
of the MNS, serving as secretary and volunteering in other 
ways, earning her a Service Award in 1996. When the 
founder of the workshop series, Ardythe McMaster, moved 
away in 1997, we needed a new coordinator, and Julia was 
a great fit. A couple of years later, board member Nancy 
Cullen mentioned that she had been on some great garden 
tours in other prairie cities. The idea of a fundraising 
garden tour peaked Julia’s interest, as well as that of two 
other members, Marilyn Latta and Donna Danyluk. By the 
summer of 2000, the group of four had planned our first 
Natural Garden Tour, with most of the groundwork done  
by Julia. 

After organizing another 11 success-
ful Garden Tours on her own, Julia 
decided to give the tour a well-
deserved break in 2012. Due to 
popular demand, the Tour returned 
in 2013, this time with a small 
Committee assisting Julia with 
various aspects. Julia filled the 
critical role of finding stunning 
gardens to show. This year’s Tour 
will indeed be her last, but we are 
hopeful that she will continue to 
share her Garden Tour expertise 
with the Committee in an advisory 
role. As well as the funds it has 
generated (well over $60,000 to 

date), Our Natural Garden Tour has played a significant role 
in promoting Nature Manitoba to the public, and we are 
indebted to Julia for this.

The Workshop Series is one of Nature Manitoba’s most 
popular programs. Once a week from January through 
April, year after year, the Kelvin High School classroom fills 
with members keen to learn about the wonders of nature 
from the various experts that Julia lines up. From the 
popular repeat workshops to interesting new topics, Julia’s 
program never fails to generate an enthusiastic response. 

Given the confidence that past Presidents have had in Julia’s 
ability to manage these programs that are so important both 
for our budget and for our educational mandate, it is no 
wonder she was presented with Presidents Awards in 2007, 
2008 and 2009. The thought occurred for me to present you 
with yet another President Award, but hopefully one of your 
walls still has space for the Service Award that we would 
like to present to you tonight.

Board Members for 2014-15

Executive Board Members: 
 President .......................................Don Himbeault
 Executive Vice-President .................Jack Dubois
 Vice-President ............................ James Whitelaw
 Treasurer ............................................Nikolas Cyr 
 Secretary ............................................ Alain Louer
 Past-President.............................. Roger Turenne

Directors:
 Jerry Ameis Christian Artuso   
 Scott Falkingham Michelle Kading 
 Eric Melvin Les McCann  
 Shauna McQuarrie Rommel Molod  
 Roger Sutherland

Nature Manitoba’s
94Th ANNuAl GENErAl MEETING

Indoor Program Committee chair Brock Houndle and 
Committee member Karlyn McFadyen registering 

members in attendance at the 2014 AGM.
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President’s Award:  
Deanna Dodgson
The President’s Award is given to a 
member who has assisted and supported 
the President of the Society during the 
course of his or her term. The selection  
of the recipient(s) is at the discretion of 
the President. 

While many members have 
helped me in the past two 
years, there is one person 

that I thought deserves special recogni-
tion – and that’s Deanna Dodgson. 

A big part of the work of the President 
is to oversee the operation of the office, and making that 
job a lot easier for me, and a real pleasure, has been 
Deanna. Deanna has been working part time in the office 
over the past two years or so, and has openly been taking 
on more and more of the key responsibilities and duties 
of the office. Some of these include learning to use a new 
credit card point-of-sale machine, doing e-mail blasts to the 
membership for announcing events, providing some com-
puter support for uploading images to the ManitobaBirds 
Yahoo group, and managing our membership database. I 
had a brief taste of what that latter task can be like when 
the office upgraded one of its computers and I took on 
the job of loading the software program used to manage 
the membership database to the new computer. I became 
aware of the complexity of managing all that information, 
with all the different categories, staggered renewal dates, 
email addresses, who gets a printed newsletter, who gets 
an email notification, etc. Managing all that is not a trivial 
task, and the software we use doesn’t make the job all 
that easy, as it is really not designed for our purpose.

While Deanna might be thinking right now “why should I 
get an award for that, that’s just my job”, she undertakes 

these activities with a devotion 
and attitude that goes beyond just 
doing a job. Rather, she demon-
strates an engagement to deliver-
ing the best service possible to our 
members. Several times, she has 
made herself available on very 
short notice so the office could be 
opened, as well as being flexible 
with scheduling so everything 
runs smoothly. 

Deanna’s attitude is perhaps best 
exemplified during one of my 
visits to the office where I had  
the chance to see Deanna attend 
to a customer who had come in 
wanting to buy the book Birds  

of Manitoba. When talking with the customer, it became 
apparent the person was not an experienced birder, and  
so with a high degree of astuteness, Deanna diverted the 
conversation to better understand what need the customer 
was looking to fill by purchasing this book, as a novice 
birder would probably be quite disappointed in this pur-
chase if what they wanted was a field identification guide. 
In this, as in other situations at the office, Deanna’s avian 
knowledge was an additional bonus.

As President, it is very comforting to know that visitors to 
our office, and those calling in, are receiving this high level 
of quality service and attention, accented on serving their 
true needs. And that would apply to most every visitor to 
our office, including hamsters. Last fall, an errant hamster 
in the building, perhaps having heard about the nice staff 
at Nature Manitoba, made its way into our office. It was 
getting near to the end of the day and its owner had not yet 
been found, therefore Deanna arranged accommodations so 
our guest could stay overnight till the owner could be found.

Thank you Deanna, for the support and assistance you 
provided me over the years.

New Board Member, nominated from the floor:
Eric Melvin

Eric Melvin grew up in the small town  
of Carman, Manitoba where his passion 

for wildlife biology all began. As a child,  
Eric developed a love for the outdoors, 

during his many hunting, trapping and fishing trips. During 
his youth, Eric was a member of Scouts Canada, and was 
enrolled in Envirothon, a high school level environmental 
studies program. Eric was selected to attend many environ-
mental programs across Canada and internationally. To name 

a few: the 2012 Wapusk Leadership Camp (Churchill), 
Encounters with Canada 2012 (Ottawa) Ontario, and The 
Key to the Forest Program 2013 (Shoe Lake, Nopiming 
Provincial Park). Recently Eric represented Canada at the 
International Junior Forestry Competition in Siberia, Russia, 
where he presented his research on how forest fires effect 
polar bear denning areas of Canada. In July 2014 Eric will  
be traveling to South Africa to research the impacts elephants 
have on the flora and fauna of the Thanda reserve. Eric is 
currently enrolled at the University of Manitoba, pursuing  
an environmental studies degree. 

Revised Financial Statements
Note to members: The revised financial statements requested at the March 17th  
2014 AGM will be published in the July/August issue of Nature Manitoba News.
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William Burton Preston  
(1937-2013)

ONE OF A KIND
by Robert Wrigley and Terry Galloway

Nature Manitoba has lost a longtime member with the 
passing of Bill Preston at St. Boniface Hospital on October 
11, 2013; he was 76. Bill grew up happily exploring the 

desert, grassland and forests of the Okanagan Valley, where he 
developed his love of nature and of rattlesnakes in particular. After 
graduating from the University of British Columbia with BSc and 
MSc degrees in wildlife management, Bill married Willetta, and 
the couple moved to Norman, Oklahoma, where he completed his 
PhD in Zoology, studying water snakes. He also spent many 
pleasurable days collecting and studying the rich insect fauna of 
the region. While living there, they were able to explore many 
parts of the southern United States, Mexico and St. Lucia. 

Returning to Canada in 1969, he accepted the position of Curator 
of Reptiles, Amphibians and Fishes at the newly opened Manitoba 
Museum of Man and Nature in Winnipeg. During his 28 years with 
the Museum, he enjoyed numerous opportunities to explore the 
province and to travel to other countries. He was a man with a 
wide range of interests about the natural world, and became a 
passionate entomologist, amassing an extensive insect collection 
for the Museum and his own personal collection. The study of 
butterflies, tiger beetles, spiders and ants drew his attention, and 
he had plans to publish a number of papers on these subjects. Bill 
was always generous with his time and expertise, and often helped 
friends and students with troublesome identifications for the 
species he knew best. He will likely be notably remembered for  
his book The Reptiles and Amphibians of Manitoba – part of the 
provincial fauna that had received little previous attention. He 
also co-authored The Butterflies of Manitoba and contributed 
articles to The Encyclopedia of Manitoba.

Bill loved field work and was elated to discover the first Manitoba 
records of the Great Plains Toad and a species of ant. He walked 
frequently down to the Red River behind the Museum during his 
lunch hours, and faithfully recorded notes on the appearance and 
habits of butterflies. He never lost his “little 
boy” excitement about learning new things 
regarding the natural world, and he just 
had to discuss these observations with his 
Museum colleagues. In fact, it was impos-
sible to walk past the open door of his 
office without being invited in for a lengthy 
conversation. Bill was also notorious for his 
quirky sense of humour, and often he could 
barely complete a joke without losing his 
voice as he broke out in laughter. He loved 
showing youngsters the many critters in his 
laboratory, ranging from a Hognose Snake 
to a giant, one-eyed Snapping Turtle that 
he rescued from the Assiniboine River. 

Bill was an active participant in the 
Entomological Society of Manitoba’s Youth 
Encouragement and Public Education 
Committee, which organized numerous 
field trips and workshops in the ensuing 
years, to LaBarrière Park, Sandilands 
Provincial Forest, and to the newly 
developing outdoor education facility at 

Fort Whyte. Bill was always keen to go out on these adventures, 
and he loved to share his knowledge and experience with all the 
keen young naturalists. For a number of consecutive years, the 
Youth Encouragement Committee conducted a week-long display 
on insects at Polo Park Shopping Mall, and later at the newly 
opened St. Vital Mall. There were all manners of insects, alive and 
dead on offer to the public. Bill was the only person who always 
attended all day every day of the exhibit. He loved to talk about 
insects, reptiles and amphibians, and there was hardly a better 
opportunity for non-stop conversation than at these displays. He 
could never understand the concern of the Polo Park manager 
when someone had laid a drinking straw to breach the petroleum 
jelly barrier that was meant to contain the thatching ant colony. 
Many of the ants had gone walkabout in the night and were found 
by disgruntled shop keepers the next morning. Bill just couldn’t 
see the problem; to him they were harmless ants.

Bill was also interested in photography, astronomy, geology, 
theatre and electronics, and recently built himself a computer.  
He belonged to a number of associations including the Manitoba 
Naturalists Society, Canadian Entomological Society, Manitoba 
Entomological Society, Winnipeg Amateur Movie Makers, and  

the Manitoba Rock and Mineral Society.  
He served in various capacities within 
these groups for which he received several 
awards. He was a member of several 
government committees such as the 
Endangered Species Advisory Committee, 
and attended meetings regarding the  
snake pits at Narcisse. Bill had the well-
earned respect from his many friends  
and colleagues, due to his broad knowl-
edge, developed over his long career at  
the Museum. 

In later years, Bill’s health deteriorated 
to the point where he could no longer 
participate in field activities, but with 
the loving support of Willetta, he main-
tained a positive attitude about life and 
his passion for nature to the end of his 
days. Bill cared deeply about educating 
the public about the need to conserve 
biodiversity. He will be missed by many 
people, and his legacy lives on through 
his books, exhibits, and collections.

1986: R
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Bill Preston and Nature Manitoba

Bill Preston was President of the 
Manitoba Naturalists Society in from 
1974-75, and was also a regular 

contributor to our Workshop Series over 
the years. Julia Schoen writes: “He had an 
extremely broad knowledge of all things 
natural and was always willing to share 
with fellow members. His programs on 
snakes and other reptiles, frogs and toads, 
butterflies and ants were well received. 
Those in attendance at his snake workshop 
in the 1990s will never forget the experi-
ence of snakes slithering along their arms!”

In Volume 2 of the History of the Manitoba 
Naturalists Society (1942-1975), past-
Presidents were asked to write recollections 
of the years when they were President 
(highlights, achievements, disappoint-

ments). Bill Preston ended his submission 
with the following – an interesting perspec-
tive from almost 40 years ago: 

It was my desire to see the Society become 
more active in natural history. Form my 
viewpoint on the Executive, it seemed that 
concerns were too heavily balanced 
toward environmental issues and outdoor 
recreation, e.g., canoeing, skiing, etc., and 
not enough toward pure natural history, 
for after all isn’t this what the Society is 
really all about? We must nor lose sight of 
the fact that we are naturalists. It has 
never been my intent to play down the 
importance of dealing with environmental 
issues, for this is very important work. I 
feel it is, however, a sad reflection on 
society that such concerns are necessary.

Bill Preston with a Boa constrictor in 1974, 
the year he was President of the MNS.

MAntARio SuMMeR PRogRAM 2014
The Mantario Committee is looking forward to another exciting  

Summer Program. If you haven’t yet decided how to spend your 
summer vacation, take advantage of the special discount offered to 
members for a fully guided and programmed week at the beautiful 
Mantario Cabin.

Members who would like to experience the Mantario Cabin for the first 
time outside of the Mantario Summer Program are welcome to inquire 
at the office about private or member-led trips as they arise. 

Explore Mantario 
with Al Louer 
July 7 - 11, 2014
Explore the Mantario Lake wilderness with Al Louer. Hike the trails and 
canoe Mantario Lake or one of the other surrounding lakes. Discover 
and enjoy the many plants, birds and animals that inhabit this wonder-
land, keeping many nature-lovers like Al coming back every year. Al will 
show you all his favorite places on and around the island and help you 
discover your own.

Mantario Living 
with Marc Leclair 
July 14 - 18, 2014
Fishing, blueberry picking, exploring, swimming, sitting in the sauna 
watching the sun set or reading a book, you decide your week. Mantario 
is all about getting away from it all and enjoying the great outdoors.

Family Week 1 
with Pat Nowicki 
July 21 - 25, 2014
Come out and enjoy Mantario with Pat, learning to appreciate the  
beauty of the area. The Mantario Cabin will give you great memories  
of different activities on or off the island. Whether it’s jumping off the 
dock, discovering the forest trails, or enjoying seeing one of the many 
creatures who share the island, Mantario will keep you and your kids 
coming back for more.

Family Week 2 
with Gillian Brennan 
August 4 - 8, 2013
Tear the kids away from their electronic devices and join Gillian on a 
wilderness adventure. Enjoy paddling, swimming, hiking, and exploring 
the island – and maybe introduce them to a new lifelong passion! 

Astronomy 
with Jennifer West 
August 19 - 23, 2013
Mantario can be enjoyed not only during the day but also at night. After 
the day activities of hiking, swimming and relaxing Jennifer West will 
show you the wonders of the night sky as it was intended. Forget tv, 
Gameboy or the movies, the Mantario night sky is breath-taking when 
it’s not covered by the city lights. 

2014 RAteS 
5 Day Trip (includes food & t-shirt) 

Adult (non-members) ...................................................................$415*
Members of Nature Manitoba (also full-time students,  
seniors 65+, and youth aged 14-17 with parent)  .........................$380*
Under 18 (only for Family Weeks) ................................................ $140
*Early-bird Rates: Deduct $35 for registrations before June 1st.

You can register and pay your deposit on our website: 

www.MantarioCabin.ca

Join an all-inclusive guided trip to Mantario cabin in Manitoba’s pristine wilderness
Details and dates at                              204-943-9029 or at www.MantarioCabin.ca

5 day canoe adventures
in July and August

Nature Manitoba publication

4.9375” wide by 4.9167” high

Nature Manitoba - (Mantario Cabin committee)

for technical concerns, contact Brian Hydesmith
design@hydesmith.com  204 487 0067
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Hike Hunt Lake
Sat. May 3rd

Join Les McCann for this annual spring 
hike. This is a strenuous but hugely 

satisfying full-day outing, with rocky and 
rough terrain and wonderfully scenic 
views including numerous outlooks 

over Hunt and West Hawk lakes.  
Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108  
or lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3]

Hike Delta Beach
Sun. May 4th

Join Roger for this hike in the area of 
Portage la Prairie. Meet at 10 am at Polo 

Park in front of Sears by Portage Ave.
Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Hike Grand Marais Area
Sat. May 10th

Hike along the TransCanada Trail on the 
former railway line and lakeside trails 

along the eastern shore of Lake Winnipeg 
to Grand Marais and the Spirit Rock 
Trail at Grand Beach (ca. 12-14 km).
Register with Rose Kuzina by emailing 

rkuzina@mymts.net. [Rate 2-3]

Canoe Souris River
Sat. May 17th - Mon. May 19th
Join Les for this long-weekend 3-day 

canoe on the Souris River, with overnight 
stays at Souris Bend and Wawanesa. 

Scenery and history guaranteed, 
with potential wildlife sightings.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3-4]

Hike West Hawk & Faloma Beach
Sun. May 18th

This outing will consist of two groups, 
one cycling and one hiking. Potluck BBQ 
after the hike. Meet at Safeway parking 
lot at Fermor and Lakewood at 10 am.

Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Hike Roseisle Area
Sun. May 25th

Brian Burrows from the Roseisle area 
invites us to a few different hikes in this 

picturesque area. We will start with a hike 
in the ravine, then a hike on the Miami-
Thompson section of the TransCanada 

Trail, followed by a wiener roast.
Contact Alain Louer at 204-235-1790 
or alainlouer@hotmail.com. [Rate 2]

Hike Whitemouth River/Lake
Sun. June 1st

Join Roger for this outing. There will 
be one group canoeing and one hiking. 

Potluck BBQ wind-up ($5 requested 
for the meat). Meet at 9 am at Safeway 
parking lot at Fermor and Lakewood.

Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Cycle TransCanada Trail
Sat. June 7th

Join Les for a cycle from Mars Hill to 
Tyndall, on the aspen-oak parkland 
and Manitoba lowlands section of 
the trail. Total 50 km, fairly flat.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 2-3]

Hike McGillvray Falls OR 
Cycle/Canoe Caddy Lake

Sun. June 15th
Join Roger for this outing. There will be 
a potluck BBQ wind-up ($5 requested 

for the meat). Meet at 9 am at Safeway 
parking lot at Fermor and Lakewood.

Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Assiniboine River Canoe
Sat. June 21st

Join Les for a 4-5 hr paddle from Beaudry 
Park to The Forks with a car shuttle.

Contact Les McCann at 204-895-8108 or 
lmccann2001@yahoo.com. [Rate 3-4]

Hike Pine Point Rapids
Sun. June 29th

Join Roger for this hike. Potluck 
BBQ at the Falls ($5 requested for 

the meat). Meet at 9 am in Safeway 
parking lot, Fermor and Lakewood.
Register with Roger Sutherland by 
phone at 204-451-1219. [Rate 2]

Spurge Purge & Plant Walk 
Tue. July 1st OR Sun. July 6

Join the Habitat Committee on their 
annual mission to count and pull out 

leafy spurge in study plots on one of our 
prairies. The plan is to meet at 9 am at 
the Loewen Prairie (4 km east of Tolstoi 

on PR 209) and work for 2-3 hours, 
then eat lunch at the interpretive trail 

and go for a plant walk. It’s a great way 
to help preserve the tall grass prairie 

and learn more about prairie plants like 
the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, 
which may be blooming at this time. 
Register early with Marilyn Latta at 

204-253-9245 to help choose a date, and 
so that you can be notified of changes. Car 

pooling will be arranged as needed. [Rate 2]

Hike Devil’s Punch Bowl
Sun. July 6th

Hike the Devil’s Punch Bowl Loop in 
Spruce Woods Provincial Park with 

look-outs over the Devil’s Punch Bowl, 
Assiniboine River Valley and Spirit 

Sands. Possible dinner stop on return.
Contact David Spector at 204-504-0125 

or davidspector@shaw.ca. [Rate 2]

To receive a weekly list of outdoor activities, sign-up on our website at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

MAJor SUMMEr TriPS:
Canoe Winnange Park

Sun. July 13th - Sat. July 19th
A 7-day loop trip in the Winnange 

provincial park area. It is a somewhat 
easy trip suitable for advanced beginners 
to expert paddlers. The trip is about 60 

km long. Trip starts at experimental lakes 
road bridge, heads east and south thru 
Upper Stewart, Winnange & Eagle lakes 

to Teggau Lake. Return path is thru Eagle, 
Crabclaw, Manomin, Geejay and back to to 
bridge. Weather permitting, there should 

be two lay-over days. Limit of four canoes. 
Register with Jerry Ameis, email at 

raven981@mts.net. [Rate 5]

Canoe Dryberry Lake Area
Sun. August 17th - Fri. August 29th
A 13-day trip starting where the Highwind 

Lake Road crosses the Berry River. A 
somewhat arduous trip for intermediate 
to expert paddlers. The trip is ~110 km 
long. Path is south to Dryberry, east and 
north in Dryberry to Point and Teggau 

lakes. From there to Winnange, Manowin, 
and Geejay. Then west to Porcus and 

Ethelma and south to Berry River parking 
area. Weather permitting, there should 
be 2-3 lay-over days. Limit of 3 canoes. 

Register with Jerry Ameis, email 
raven981@mts.net. [Rate 5]

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca
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Free on Wednesdays?
Join the Grey Hares for interesting trips and activities and good company.

Paddle the Seine River
Wed. May 7th

Join us for the first paddle of 2014!
Roger Turenne at 204-237-5947. [Rate 1]

Narcisse Snake Dens
Wed. May 14th

Visit the Narcisse Snake Dens (and other 
south Interlake attractions and activities). 

See http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/
GreyHares_NarcisseSnakeDens.htm 

for detailed info and to register.
Kevin or Anita Miller at 204-224-3628 

or k.a.miller@mts.net. [Rate 1]

Spring Photo Tour
Thu. May 15th

Drive through the Whiteshell with 
Al and Thelma Ross. Come enjoy 

the Whiteshell in spring, capture the 
colours, get tips on photography from a 
professional, or just enjoy the trip and 

company! No hiking, an easy trip.
Al Ross at 204-853-2047. [Rate 1]

Cycle to St. Adolphe
Wed. May 21st

Cycle to St. Adolphe, Manitoba.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2-3]

Cycle from Assiniboine Park
Wed. May 28th

Cycle to either FortWhyte or The Forks.
Ted Harvey at 204-889-5725. [Rate 1-2]

Canoe the Rat River
Wed. June 4th

Join us to canoe the Rat River.
Roger Turenne at 204-237-5947. [Rate 3]

Tour Prairie Originals Nursery
Wed. June 18th

Visit Prairie Originals (27 Bunns Rd. in 
Selkirk), for a tour with Shirley Froehlich. 
Buy some native prairie plants, and then 

go for a bike ride or a walk for non-bikers.
Pat & John Gray at 204-269-1765. [Rate 1]

Hike the Pembina Valley
Wed. July 2nd

Hike in the Pembina Valley.
Marilyn Hearn at 204-895-4659. [Rate 2]

Cycle Kildonan Parkways
Wed. July 9th

Cycle the North Winnipeg Kildonan 
Parkways, and discover the new 

Disraeli cycle/walking path bridge.
Daniela Rempel at 204-633-0668. [Rate 2]

GENErAL rATiNG 
GUiDELiNES APPLiCABLE 

To ALL ACTiViTiES 
rate 1 Novice: Typically 2 to 3 hours 

duration. Little or no experience required. 
Easy terrain. Limited physical fitness 

acceptable. Weather not likely to be severe 
and normally we can retreat to shelter. 

rate 2 intermediate: Typically 4-6 hours 
long. Some previous experience and skill 
desirable. Some steep or difficult terrain. 

Moderate physical fitness required. 
Seasonal weather normally not severe. 

rate 3 Advanced: Typically full day trip. 
Previous experience, significant skill and 

good physical condition required. Steep or 
difficult terrain. Sustained strenuous activity 

required. Weather not normally severe. 

rate 4 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 

equipment and skills. Effects of inclement 
weather and injuries more severe. 

Seasonal weather not normally severe. 

rate 5 Advanced: Trip of several days 
duration with heavy packs, specialized 
equipment and skills. Possible severe 
weather conditions – wind, cold rain, 
sleet – may halt trip and demand use 
of skilled survival techniques or make 

accidents or physical injuries life threat-
ening. Aid or rescue is difficult to obtain. 

PLEASE NoTE:
All those planning to participate in a trip 

must register with the leader beforehand, 
unless otherwise indicated. Space is often 
limited, so call early. If the leader cannot be 

reached, call the office at 204-943-9029.

As a member of Nature Manitoba you have 
the right to participate in all of our activities 

and programs, but you must provide a 
valid membership card. Trips are led by 

unpaid, non-professional volunteers.

Trip leaders may exercise discretion and 
decline to include any person. When 
registering you must rely on your own 

assessment of your ability to participate, 
based on the requirements of the trip 

as described in the trip rating guidelines 
and at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

By showing up it is understood that 
you acknowledged and are prepared 

and able to participate at the level 
indicated. You will be required to sign an 
Informed Consent and Liability Release 

Agreement in order to participate.

Participants must be prepared for inclement 
weather. Participants must have adequate 
clothing, water, food, must carry their own 
gear, and are responsible for ensuring it is 

in good working condition. See the Outdoor 
Activity section of our website for more 
details on the Trip Rating Guidelines.

In case of any new or re-scheduled  
bird outings, be sure to check our  

website at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

BIRDING for BEGINNERS
Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

No registration required for Birding for 
Beginners trips. [All trips: Rate 1]

April 30: Assiniboine Park 
Meet at the English Garden entrance.

May 7: St. Vital Park 
Meet at the duck pond parking lot.

May 14: Bunn’s Creek 
Meet at the parking lot of  

Centennial Park (365 McIvor).

May 21: King’s Park 
Meet at the main parking lot. 

May 28: La Barriere Park 
Meet at the main parking lot.

Seven Sisters & Environs
Sat. May 3rd  

(re-scheduled from May 10th)
We’ll search for loons, grebes, ducks, rap-

tors and other migrants along the Winnipeg 
River. Meet at Seven Sisters Dam at 9 am.   

Contact Peter Taylor at 1-204-753-
2977 for info or to register. [Rate 1]

Owls and Woodcocks
Thu. May 8th 

(re-scheduled from May 1st)
Join Rudolf Koes for an evening outing to 

look for woodcock and possibly some owls.
Call Rudolf at 204-661-0763. [Rate 1] 

Shoal Lakes/St. Ambroise/
Delta Marsh
Sat. May 17th

Numerous migrants, including waterfowl, 
raptors, warblers and sparrows, should be 

present. With luck we’ll find a rarity or two!
Call Rudolf at 204-661-0763. [Rate 1] 

http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_NarcisseSnakeDens.htm
http://www.mts.net/~4bmiller/GreyHares_NarcisseSnakeDens.htm
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/?q=category/outdoor-activities/bird-outings
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by Diana Teal, Important Bird Area Coordinator

Grassland birds and their habitat are in trouble. According 
to the 2012 State of Canada’s Birds Report, grassland 
bird populations on the Canadian prairies have declined 

by almost 40% on average since 1970. Historical population 
declines were likely even larger, as much native grassland 
habitat was lost prior to the start of bird monitoring in 1970. 
Significant declines are happening for a 
variety of reasons, including the extensive 
conversion of prairie grassland into cropland, 
high intensity farming practices, pollutants, 
linear (roads, power lines, pipelines) and oil 
development, the suppression of natural fire 
cycles and climate change. 

Many prairie bird species have recently 
become extirpated from the northeastern 
periphery of their former ranges (i.e. south 
central Manitoba). Remaining grassland birds are concentrated 
in well-managed pasturelands and small remnant patches of 
native prairie. Only the largest patches are able to support 
viable populations of area-sensitive species, such as Sprague’s 
Pipit, Baird’s Sparrow and 
Chestnut-collared Longspur.

In response to the need to 
increase education about 
grassland bird population 
declines and increase stew-
ardship of essential prairie 
habitats, the Manitoba Impor-
tant Bird Area (IBA) Program 
proposed the “Grassland Bird 
Conservation Initiative” to En-
vironment Canada’s EcoAction 
Community Grant program 
and was awarded 2.5 years 
of funding starting in 2013.

Launching this summer, the 
Grassland Bird Conservation 
Initiative will focus on one of 
the last strongholds for threat- 
ened prairie bird populations 

within Manitoba – the Southwestern 
Mixed Grass Prairie IBA. This IBA covers 
almost 1530 km2, contains the towns of 
Melita, Lyleton and Pierson and includes 
three significant bird habitats known  
as the Poverty Plains, the Souris River 
Lowlands and the Lyleton-Pierson 
Prairies. Four small Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs) occur in the area: the 
Broomhill WMA, Pierson WMA and 
Gerald W. Malaher WMA. This is the 
driest part of the province and is domi-
nated by sandy soils, extensive rangeland 

and tracts of mixed-grass prairie. Much of this IBA is or has 
been cultivated at one time or another.

This area is rich in grassland and parkland birds, and is espe-
cially notable for rare grassland birds that are at the northern 
edge of their range. Several bird species are on the national 
endangered species list including the Burrowing Owl, which is 

in danger of being extirpated in Manitoba. 
More than two-thirds of Manitoba’s nesting 
populations of the Ferruginous Hawk and the 
threatened western subspecies of the Logger-
head Shrike have been recorded within the 
IBA boundaries. This area also supports most 
of Manitoba’s nesting population of the pro-
vincially endangered Baird’s Sparrow, glob-
ally vulnerable Sprague’s Pipit and globally 
near-threatened Chestnut-collared Longspur. 

In addition to the above species at risk, the bird specialties of 
this IBA that occur in good numbers include Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, Gray Partridge, Marbled Godwit, Upland Sandpiper, 
Says Phoebe, Grasshopper Sparrow and Lark Bunting.

A long-term goal of the IBA 
program is to ensure that IBAs 
and local pockets of breeding 
birds that are not currently pro-
tected under a federal or provin-
cial mechanism receive sufficient 
protection of their biodiversity 
through community engage-
ment. Much of the land in the 
Southwestern Manitoba Mixed 
Grass Prairie IBA is privately 
owned and unprotected. As a 
result, the engagement of local 
landowners will be critical to the 
success of the Grassland Birds 
Conservation Initiative. We plan 
to actively involve and draw on 
the experience of landowners 
whose property supports prairie 
bird populations and integrate 

Like other grassland species at risk, the 
Chestnut-collared Longspur has declined 
precipitously in Manitoba and they are 
now only found in an area extending south 
and west of Carberry, northward along 
the Assiniboine River to St. Lazare.

Grassland Bird Conservation 
in Southwestern Manitoba

Ferruginous Hawks prefer prairies and open, dry habitats 
dominated by grasses or sagebrush. Their breeding area 

in Manitoba is concentrated from Lyleton, Melita, Broomhill 
and the Poverty Plains east to Whitewater Lake.

“Launching this summer, 
the Grassland Bird Con-

servation Initiative will focus 
on one of the last strongholds 

for threatened prairie 
bird populations within 

Manitoba - the Southwestern 
Mixed Grass Prairie IBA.”
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that local knowledge with scientific literature and bird-friendly 
land management techniques to produce a Best Practices 
Guide to Grassland Bird Conservation for Landowners.

Public outreach and education to build awareness of the 
decline of prairie birds and the habitat needed to sustainably 
support them will also be a focus of the Grassland Bird Conser-
vation Initiative. We are currently working on a new IBA 
brochure and map for the province, as well as educational 
materials that outline the need to protect grassland birds and 
mixed grass prairie habitat in southwestern Manitoba. This 
spring and summer, we plan to meet with project partners  
and local communities, participate in festivals to promote  
bird and habitat monitoring and install IBA signage in IBAs  
in southern Manitoba.

To learn more about or get involved with the Manitoba’s Impor-
tant Bird Area program and the Grassland Bird Conservation 
Initiative, please contact Diana Teal, IBA Coordinator, at 
204-943-9029 or by email at iba@naturemanitoba.ca.

by Gordon Grieef

First of all I would like to thank Rob Parsons for summariz-
ing the Manitoba Christmas Bird Counts (CBC’s) for the 
last issue of Nature Manitoba News. This is a considerable 

undertaking as it takes a good deal of time to assemble all of 
the data. The accompanying table (see following two pages) of 
sightings does not include birds seen on the CBC’s.

This past winter there were numerous sightings of a number of 
species which normally are only casual visitors to Manitoba 
during the winter. Chief among these were American Robins in 
Fisher Branch, Grosse Isle, Morden and Winnipeg; White-
throated Sparrows in Fisher Branch, Grosse Isle and Winnipeg; 
Dark-eyed Juncos in Grosse Isle, Minnedosa and Winnipeg and 
American Goldfinches in Kleefeld, Minnedosa and Winnipeg.

To the delight of many birders there was an incursion of Great 
Gray Owls this past winter, particularly in the area between  
the south end of Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba. A few 
were also seen in the extreme southeast of the province and  
as far west as Minnedosa and MacGregor. Northern Hawk  
Owls were also seen in the same areas as noted above, but  
in far fewer numbers.

The first report of good numbers of Horned Larks was on 
March 8 when Paul Goossen saw dozens between Thornhill  
and Morden. Canada Geese returned to southern Manitoba on 
March 13 despite the bitterly cold temperatures. On March 29, 
40 to 60 kph south winds finally got the Bald Eagle and Red- 
tailed Hawk migration underway, particularly in the Pembina 
Valley southwest of Morden. This location is referred to in the 

table of sightings as Windygates as this is the nearest town, 
albeit now a ghost town.

The following day there were still good numbers of these two 
species coming back despite strong north winds and along with 
the eagles and hawks there was a Black Vulture. To my knowl-
edge this is only the third sighting of this species in Manitoba. 
Fortunately Ruth Hiebert got a photo of this rare bird (see 
photo and caption below).

If you locate some unusual birds during the spring be sure to post 
them on the ManitobaBirds Yahoo group, or you can e-mail them 
to me at ggrieef@mts.net. You can also mail them to me at 31 
Kara Cove, Winnipeg, R2N 3C2.

Black Vulture Sighting in Manitoba
This Black Vulture was seen by Ruth Hiebert at the 
Pembina Valley Hawk Watch on March 30, 2014.

In a posting on the ManitobaBirds group, Bob Shettler says 
that from a distance Black Vultures can easily be confused 
with Turkey Vultures, as they are both large, black, soaring 
birds. However, up closer they are very different, look for:

 » the silvery square on the outer primaries;
 » the very short, squared-off tail;
 » their wings – they soar on flat wings compared to the 

strong dihedral of the Turkey Vulture.

Listed as vulnerable by the ICUN, the Sprague’s Pipit is a 
prairie specialist that requires unfragmented tracts of native 
grassland. Their former range occurred to the edge of the 

boreal forest but is now restricted to southwestern Manitoba.
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Canada Goose 4 Dec 1 13 Lockport G. Machnee
Canada Goose 2 Dec 9 13 Winnipeg J. Grieef
Canada Goose 1 Dec 10 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Canada Goose 7 Mar 13 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Canada Goose 100 Mar 29 14 Winnipeg D. Neufeld
Canada Goose 296 Mar 30 14 St. Adolphe R. Staniforth
Wood Duck 2 Mar 30 14 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Mallard 61 Dec 3 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Mallard 12 Dec 11 13 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Mallard 3 Dec 26 13 Riverton D. Martin
Mallard 1 Jan 13 14 Winnipeg G. Grieef
Mallard 50 Jan 25 14 Winnipeg R. & I. Porteous
Mallard 3 Jan 28 14 Oak Hammock Marsh area K. Gardner
Ring-necked Duck 1 Dec 1 13 Pine Falls P. Taylor & Nature Manitoba group
Bufflehead 1 Dec 1 13 Pine Falls P. Taylor & Nature Manitoba group
Common Goldeneye 22 Dec 1 13 Great Falls to Pine Falls P. Taylor & Nature Manitoba group
Common Goldeneye 3 Jan 1 14 Otter Falls L. Huisman
Common Goldeneye 7 Feb 3 14 Silver Falls P. Taylor, R. Koes
Common Goldeneye 4 Mar 30 14 Winnipeg D. Neufeld
Common Merganser 10 Dec 1 13 Pine Falls P. Taylor & Nature Manitoba group
Common Merganser 1 Dec 1 13 Winnipeg B. Barnett
Spruce Grouse 11 Feb 14 14 Churchill G. & V. McEwan
Willow Ptarmigan 2 Dec 26 13 Easterville D. Raitt
Double-crested Cormorant 1 Dec 1 13 Pine Falls P. Taylor & Nature Manitoba group
Black Vulture 1 Mar 30 14 Windygates A. Schritt, R. Hiebert, m.obs.
Bald Eagle 1 Jan 31 14 Elma G. & J. Grieef
Bald Eagle 178 Mar 29 14 Windygates A. Schritt
Bald Eagle 42 Mar 29 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
Northern Harrier 7 Mar 29 14 Windygates A. Schritt
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Dec 26 13 Winnipeg J. Swartz
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 Jan 29 14 Steinbach D. Fast
Cooper's Hawk 1 Dec 9 13 Steinbach D. Hewson
Cooper's Hawk 1 Dec 18 13 Winnipeg R. & D. Staniforth
Cooper's Hawk 1 Dec 31 13 Winnipeg R. Methot
Cooper's Hawk 1 Jan 7 14 Landmark R. Staniforth
Northern Goshawk 1 Jan 5 14 Winnipeg K. Schulz
Northern Goshawk 1 Jan 10 14 Hodgson J. Smith
Red-tailed Hawk 494 Mar 29 14 Windygates A. Schritt
Rough-legged Hawk 15 Mar 23 14 Morden C. Wall
Golden Eagle 2 Mar 4 14 Windygates P. Goossen
Golden Eagle 13 Mar 14 14 Windygates A. Schritt
American Kestrel 1 Dec 20 13 Eden R. DeMey
Gyrfalcon 1 Dec 14 13 Landmark F. Giesbrecht
Gyrfalcon 1 Jan 25 14 Netley D. Martin
Gyrfalcon 1 Feb 3 14 Winnipeg R. Parsons
Peregrine Falcon 1 Jan 31 14 Dugald G. & J. Grieef
Peregrine Falcon 1 Mar 24 14 Winnipeg R. Mooi
Sandhill Crane 1 Mar 29 14 St. Adolphe A. Courcelles
American Herring Gull 3 Mar 24 14 Winnipeg J. & G. Grieef
American Herring Gull 1 Mar 29 14 Lockport R. Koes
American Herring Gull 41 Mar 30 14 St. Adolphe R. Staniforth
American Herring Gull 50 Mar 30 14 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Ring-billed Gull 50 Mar 30 14 Winnipeg R. Staniforth
Glaucous Gull 1 Mar 30 14 St. Adolphe R. Staniforth
Eurasian Collared-Dove 3 Jan 1 14 Landmark F. Giesbrecht
Mourning Dove 1 Dec 3 13 Starbuck N. Butchard, A. Mickey
Mourning Dove 1 Dec 9 13 MacGregor D. Gamache
Mourning Dove 1 Jan 1 14 Landmark F. Giesbrecht
Barred Owl 1 Jan 11 14 Beaudry Park M. Waldron, W. Christianson
Barred Owl 1 Feb 2 14 Argyle J. Rodger
Barred Owl 1 Mar 13 14 Birds Hill Park R. Parsons
Barred Owl 1 Mar 29 14 Treherne A. & D. McMaster
Boreal Owl 1 Dec 15 13 Linden fide F. Giesbrecht
Boreal Owl 1 Mar 23 14 Hodgson J. Smith
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Species #’s Date Location Observers
Boreal Owl 1 Mar 26 14 MacGregor A. Blandvoort
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Jan 4 to Mar 7/14 Fisher Branch J. Smith
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Dec 10 13 Carman fide R. Koes
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Mar 17 14 Vita S. Foy
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 2 13 Winnipeg L. Pearn
Northern Flicker 3 Dec 11 13 Winnipeg N. Madsen
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 12 13 Winnipeg B. Barnett
Northern Flicker 1 Dec 29 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 1 14 Winnipeg R. Clarke
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 15 to Mar 22 14 Brandon area M. & C. Sangster
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 17 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Northern Flicker 1 Jan 26 14 Winnipeg R. Iverson
Northern Flicker 1 Feb 20 14 Morden P. Goossen
Horned Lark 1 Dec 2 13 Springstein N. Butchard
Horned Lark 2 Dec 3 13 Dacotah N. Butchard, A. Mickey
Horned Lark 8 Dec 20 13 Springstein L. Pearn, N. Butchard
Horned Lark 1 Jan 13 14 Blumenort J. Reimer
Horned Lark 1 Feb 7 14 Eden R. DeMey
Horned Lark 210 Mar 16 14 LaSalle to Osborne J. & G. Grieef
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 1 13 Maple Creek Road R. Koes
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 11 13 Winnipeg N. Madsen
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 29 13 Winnipeg R. Koes
Brown Creeper 1 Dec 31 13 Steinbach D. Fast
Brown Creeper 1 Jan 6 14 Winnipeg M. Loyd
Eastern Bluebird 5 Mar 30 14 Darlingford C. Wall
American Robin 1 Dec 2 13 Fisher Branch J. Smith
American Robin 1 Jan 20 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
American Robin 1 Feb 2 14 Winnipeg K. Schulz
Varied Thrush 1 Dec 5 13 Komarno K. Porteous
Cedar Waxwing 25 Dec 2 13 Winnipeg R. Nickel
Cedar Waxwing 8 Dec 27 13 Brandon M. & C. Sangster
Cedar Waxwing 1 Jan 2 14 Winnipeg R. Koes
Cedar Waxwing 2 Jan 17 14 Winnipeg G. Budyk
Cedar Waxwing 1 Feb 2 14 Winnipeg D. Dodgson, G. Budyk
Cedar Waxwing 1 Feb 24 14 Morden C. Wall
American Tree Sparrow 1 Dec 1 13 Ste. Anne J. & M. Reimer
American Tree Sparrow 3 Feb 5 14 Brandon C. Blyth, G. Richards
American Tree Sparrow 1 Mar 30 14 Winnipeg K. Schulz
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 1 Mar 5 14 Steinbach L. Giesbrecht
Song Sparrow 1 Feb 12 14 Elie D. Steppler
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 Dec 1 13 Steinbach D. & R. Reimer
Dark-eyed Junco 7 Mar 24 14 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
Lapland Longspur 2 Jan 24 14 Gordon K. Gardner
Lapland Longspur 2 Feb 21 14 Aubigny L. Blanchette
Snow Bunting 150 Mar 16 14 LaSalle to Osborne J. & G. Grieef
Red-winged Blackbird 1 Jan 29 14 Oak Hammock Marsh P. Grieef
Western Meadowlark 1 Dec 2 13 Springstein N. Butchard
Western Meadowlark 1 Mar 20 14 Meadows K. Gardner
Rusty Blackbird 1 Dec 19 13 Fisher Branch J. Smith
Common Grackle 1 Dec 1 13 Richer K. Kilgour-Klann
Common Grackle 1 Dec 31 13 Rapid City C. Evans
Common Grackle 1 Jan 10 14 Selkirk R. Porteous, A. Mickey, L. Jansson
Purple Finch 1 Dec 9 13 Landmark F. Giesbrecht
Purple Finch 1 Feb 4 14 Eden R. DeMey
House Finch 10 Jan 29 14 Steinbach D. Fast
White-winged Crossbill 12 Feb 6 14 Churchill B. Chartier
Pine Siskin 4 Jan 29 14 Steinbach D. Fast
American Goldfinch 25 Dec 23 13 Fisher Branch J. Smith
American Goldfinch 40 Dec 27 13 Brandon M. & C. Sangster
American Goldfinch 2 Jan 4 14 Grosse Isle K. Gardner
American Goldfinch 12 Jan 15 14 Vita S. Foy
American Goldfinch 2 Jan 26 14 Winnipeg R. Clarke
American Goldfinch 50+ Jan 27 14 Steinbach D. Fast
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Trip of a Lifetime
by Luke Berg 

(republished from the Spring 2014 issue of the  
Manitoba Breeding Bird Atlas newsletter)

This past summer my father and I went on a birding 
trip like nothing we had ever done before. Early in 
2013 there was a general email request sent out 

through the Ontbirds listserve for knowledgeable birders to 
help with remote atlassing for the Manitoba Breeding Bird 
Atlas (MBBA). I replied that my father and I were interest-
ed, with myself as the birder and my father as the camping 
support person. At first, Christian Artuso of the MBBA 
was a bit cautious, given that I was only 14 years old, but 
after a couple of telephone interviews we were accepted.

Time passed quickly, and before we knew it we were on the 
flight to Winnipeg; something I never imagined doing. The 
adventure started early with half of our equipment going 
missing on the flight, before it showed up 12 hours later. We 
met with our other team members, Rick Wilson and Rob 
Worona, and discussed our plan of approach to the trip.

The next day we flew out of Lac du 
Bonnet by float plane to a remote 
hunting lodge on Wrong Lake, 
where we began our trip. General 
atlassing began right away with 
Turkey Vultures near the lodge. We 
paddled to a nearby point where 
we set up our first camp. From 
there we did our first point counts 
the next day. We had brought 
stoves and fuel for the whole trip; 
however, it soon became apparent 
that cooking over a fire was faster 
and more efficient.

Daily we would rise at 4:30 to be 
out doing bird counts by 5am. The 
mosquitoes apparently set their 
alarm clocks even earlier, always 
being ready at the tent door 

waiting for breakfast. We would do point counts for several 
hours, generally getting back to camp by about 12:00 
(taking an hour or so to get back from our assigned count-
ing area) and have breakfast. We would then break camp 
and move on to the next atlassing square, doing general 
atlassing while on our paddle; a very enjoyable part of the 
trip. We depended heavily on Rick’s knowledge of the 
backwoods and excellent map he had made. He even had a 
few points of interest marked out, like pictographs. The 
birding itself was very rewarding. I saw over 130 species 
while atlassing, (147 species in total for the trip). Some 
highlights were 22 species of warbler including singing 
Connecticut, Surf Scoters (unexpected!), Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, American Black Duck, and an immature Golden 
Eagle that circled overhead on our second last day.

Overall it was a very special experience: an opportunity to 
explore a remote area of backwoods Manitoba, its birds, 
wildlife, fish and geography. We were fortunate enough to 
have Rob and Rick to atlas and travel with. We would highly 
recommend anyone with the necessary birding and back-
country canoeing skills and experience to apply to take on 
this rewarding task.
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Bird House or Wasp Nest?
by Peggy Kasuba

This is the most interesting wasp nest 
we’ve seen in the 14 years we have 
lived on our property in the Rural 
Municipality of Brokenhead, adjacent 
to the Mars Hill WMA. The wasps 
inhabited this bird house in the spring/
summer of 2013. When we noticed it 
we were amazed, and continued to 
watch our buddies build. The wasps 
vacated in the fall, so we have taken it 
indoors to keep – we collect old wasp 
nests. I, as an Artist, am especially 
marvelled by the paper design and 
the talent that goes into making it.
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N a t u r E  M a N i t o b a ’ S  
WorkSHoP SErIES 2014 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y  4 t h  u n t i l  M a y  6 t h

tiMe: 7:30pm

PRe-RegiStRAtion required! Contact the 
office at 204-943-9029 or info@naturemanitoba.ca.

if you are unable to attend, please cancel 
by calling the office at 204-943-9029.

LoCAtion: KELViN HiGH SCHooL (room 31), 
Stafford St. at Academy Rd. Parking is available in  
the lot behind the school, by the west entrance.

Fee: $5 for Nature Manitoba members, $10 
for non-members (students: $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members). Workshops are open to 
children over 10, accompanied by a parent.

Workshop Co-ordinator: Julia Schoen

SkULL-DUGGErY
tuesday, May 6, 2014
Bill Watkins, Biodiversity Conservation Zoologist, 
Manitoba Wildlife Branch and...  

Sarah Watkins, Education Programming Consultant

Have you ever wondered how paleontologists seem to know 
everything about a long-extinct species from a few skull and jaw 

fragments? or how investigators can identify a predator from bite 
marks on a dead animal? Perhaps you have found a skull with at-
tached jaw and wondered what kind of animal it was from, what it ate, 
or how it lived. This workshop will teach you how to “read” skulls by 
observing the differences between carnivores, herbivores and omni-
vores, and between predators and prey. Participants will be given an 
opportunity to practice their skills by examining several mystery skulls.

Skiing at Pine Falls
On a very rare balmy winter day, February 
19, 2014, the Grey Hares headed out to 
rural Manitoba and enjoyed a wonderful 
day of cross-country skiing, organized 
by trip leader Kathy Picard. We spent 
the morning skiing the Pine Falls trails 
and the afternoon at Lac du Bonnet.
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Waiting for an owl to Wake
Another exciting find while out owling, which 
is sometimes like watching paint dry (a sleepy 
owl). This weasel was chasing a vole up and 
down the snow banks and back and forth 
across the road before he finally captured 
his meal. It appeared he wanted to cross the 
road, but was perhaps uneasy about doing 
so with a couple of humans watching him. 
He darted back and forth under the deadfall 
in the ditch a few times before making his 
escape to safety on the other side of the road.
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April 5 – Nature Manitoba’s 
“spring” hike to Pine Point 
rapids in the Whiteshell.
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“Attack the demand side 
rather than the supply 

side, whether the demand is 
for dirty sex or dirty oil.”

Of prostitutes  
 and pipelines...
by Roger Turenne

Governments, especially Western 
governments, have long grappled 
with how to deal with the world’s 

oldest profession. Many countries ban 
prostitution outright. Others, like the Netherlands or the state 
of Nevada, have legalized it. Canada has the most bizarre 
approach – prostitution is legal but it is a criminal act to talk 
about it. No country has succeeded in doing away with it.

The problem is one of basic economics. If there is a strong 
demand for a product, human ingenuity will figure out a way 
to meet that demand. There is always a demand for sex for pay, 
hence prostitution. Trying to stop the practice by focusing on 
the providers of the service is doomed to failure if the demand 
remains the same. But what if one focused on trying to reduce 
the demand rather than attack the supply side? It’s not exactly 
rocket science. Sweden, with its long history as a social inno- 
vator, decided a few years ago to criminalize the purchase of 
sex rather than the selling of it. The mea- 
sures met with some success and other 
countries are considering following this 
“Nordic model.”

What does this have to do with pipelines? 
The highest profile environmental cause in 
the United States right now is opposition to 
the Keystone pipeline. Vast sums of money and untold hours  
of volunteer and paid time are being expended with a view to 
convincing Barack Obama to veto this project. The rationale is 
that this pipeline is intended to bring “dirty oil” from Alberta’s 
oil sands to refineries on the Gulf Coast. If the pipeline does 
not get built, so the thinking goes, oil sands producers will 
have no way to get their product to market, bitumen will stay 
in the ground, and the planet will be better off.

Right! And locking up a few hookers will cause the Johns to 
stay home and behave. The “Johns” of the big bad pipeline are 
the millions of drivers of oversized and overpowered motor 
vehicles. Plug the pipeline and they will leave their SUVs in  
the driveway. Right!

Of course they won’t! Oil companies will feed the appetite  
one way or another – by using railcars, by building alternate 
pipelines in eastern and western Canada, by substituting 
equally dirty Venezuelan and Mexican oil for the Alberta oil 
sands product. In fact, a major “environmental victory” on 
Keystone could conceivably result in an increase in green- 
house gases.

So what’s the solution? Follow the “Nordic model” and target 
the Johns with heavy fines. Attack the demand side rather 
than the supply side, whether the demand is for dirty sex or 
dirty oil. In either case behavior modification is needed. Few 
things modify behavior more than being hit in the pocket-
book. Environmental groups should move away from their 
fixation with pipelines and direct their efforts towards the 
establishment of hefty carbon taxes. That may be politically 
toxic but it’s the only thing that is guaranteed to work.

Four decades ago we got ample proof of behavior modification 
through the imposition of a massive global carbon tax. Of 
course it wasn’t called a carbon tax back then, it was called 
the OPEC oil embargo, but by whatever name it worked 

spectacularly well. Car companies could not 
keep up with the demand for compact fuel 
efficient vehicles while their gas guzzlers 
couldn’t get off the lot. Industries sud-
denly started taking energy efficiency and 
conservation seriously. Speed limits were 
dropped to 55 mph, with hundreds of lives 

saved on the highways as an added bonus. Most importantly, 
the production of greenhouse gases went into decline. But it 
didn’t last. OPEC could not hold the line, the price of oil edged 
back down, drivers and businesses went back to their profligate 
ways, and the planet keeps getting hotter. We need to push the 
reset button on energy the way the Nordic countries re-focused 
their sights on the issue of prostitution: target the clients.

This Rant first appeared in the Winnipeg Free Press on April 8/14.
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After this, a story time is shared with the children, usually 
given by an aboriginal elder with a theme related to re-
specting and exploring nature from an aboriginal perspec-
tive, in recognition of the fact that many, if not a majority, 
of the children are aboriginal. Following that is a chance for 
the children to explore the Living Prairie Museum facility,  
a time for the children to be exposed to the many nature 
themes on display. They are invited to ask questions. Occa- 
sionally a question is asked that one can’t answer, but by 
checking with other program volunteers, leaders, museum 
staff or adults present, one can usually come up with a 
satisfying answer. But there is much in nature that is be- 
yond human knowledge, and this in itself is an important 
lesson for our children.

Then it is time to take the class out into the Prairie and its 
adjacent forest area. The children are divided into several 
groups depending on the number of interpreters available. 
As a volunteer you would help by leading one of the groups, 
usually assisted by one of the teachers or other adults. 
Alternatively, you could assist one of the other interpreters 
with the group they are leading. This part of the program 
lasts for about three-quarters of an hour. The Prairie has 
many wonders and it is an enjoyable task to introduce the 
young people to a few. Volunteer interpreters soon feel 
comfortable in this segment of program delivery, acquiring 
plenty of interesting tidbits to show the children: things 
such as rose hips and goldenrod galls, or explaining the 
relation of fire to the prairie. In the forest the deer are more 
often than not surprisingly cooperative and allow the 
children to get a look. This segment of the day is always 
polished off with a game of “predator/prey” giving the 
children a much needed opportunity to run off some energy. 
Then, weather permitting, we take an outdoor lunch break. 
The children are encouraged to use the washrooms as when 
the bus comes in 30 minutes we will be off to the Assini-
boine Forest where there are no washrooms.

Our time at the Assiniboine Forest is limited by the bus 
schedule but we usually have an hour and a half to show 

some things of interest within the forest ecosystem and the 
wetland habitat it encompasses, such as aspen bloom and 
poison ivy. They get to listen to frogs, trembling leaves, 
birds calling and always experience other surprises, such as 
smelling autumn cranberries, and seeing and tasting wild 
licorice. One of the curriculum goals is to consider how 
these habitats could meet human needs as well; for 
example, giving an opportunity to describe a time when 
people used wild licorice as a sweetener. The discussion of 
cattails is pretty captivating, especially when you are 
surrounded by them! I always find that I have to be careful 
of the time because the bus has a tight schedule and one has 
to be careful to get the kids back to the parking lot on time. 
The day is over before you know it!

There are other Bridging the Gap volunteer opportunities 
which can be applied for on the BTG website:  
www.bridgingthegap.co/pdfs/BTG_APPFORM.pdf.

A more detailed description of the actual volunteer positions 
is available on the BTG website www.bridgingthegap.co.

If this is appealing to you, don’t hesitate to contact the 
Bridging the Gap coordinator, Amanda San Filippo, at 
bridgingthegap.wpg@gmail.com. And, if you have any 
questions don’t hesitate to contact me at 204-895-8108  
or at lmccann2001@yahoo.com.

Could you be a volunteer  
for Bridging the Gap?

(...continued from page 1)

The Garage Sale Crew 
Left to right: Margaret Anderson, 
Cynthia and Dana Trenaman, 
Bernice Wiebe, Blaire Reid, Rick 
Hisco, Peggy Kasuba, Susan 
McLarty, Marilyn Skinner, Cindy 
Louer, Linwood DeLong, Julia 
Schoen, not in the photo but also 
helping was Ray Nielson, Adam 
Brown, Don Himbeault, Diane 
Beaven, Elizabeth Wotton, John 
Hayes, Miriam Greene, Loretta 
Humeniuk and Lorett Hebert. We 
want to thank them all and all the 
contributors of items for the sale.
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mailto:http://www.bridgingthegap.co/pdfs/BTG_APPFORM.pdf?subject=
http://bridgingthegap.co/support.html
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Join an all-inclusive guided trip to Mantario cabin in Manitoba’s pristine wilderness
Details and dates at                              204-943-9029 or at www.MantarioCabin.ca

5 day canoe adventures
in July and August

Nature Manitoba publication

4.9375” wide by 4.9167” high

Nature Manitoba - (Mantario Cabin committee)

for technical concerns, contact Brian Hydesmith
design@hydesmith.com  204 487 0067

401-63 Albert Street
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1G4
Phone: 204-943-9029
info@naturemanitoba.ca

About Nature Manitoba

Nature Manitoba is people sharing a passion for nature. 
Since its foundation in 1920, Nature Manitoba’s mission has 
been to promote awareness, appreciation and understand-
ing of nature, and to preserve and enjoy it. In support of this 
mission, Nature Manitoba offers a wide variety of educa-
tional programs and publications, supports research into 
Manitoba’s biological and geophysical diversity, organizes 
field trips and outdoor activities year-round, and advocates 
for the protection of our natural environment.

Become a Member  
of Nature Manitoba!

Individual $40, Family $55, Student $20, Senior $35

Join online at www.naturemanitoba.ca.

Publications Mail Agreement Number 40069231
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

N a t u r E  M a N i t o b a ’ S  
WorkSHoP SErIES 2014 
L a s t  w o r k s h o p  o n  M a y  6 t h

Have you ever wondered how paleontologists seem to know everything  
about a long-extinct species from a few skull and jaw fragments?  

See page 17 for our last workshop of the season: SKULL-DUGGERY.Moving Water  
Canoe Courses
Learn the art and skill of paddling moving 
water with Manitoba’s most experienced 
instructor trio: Dwayne Dosch, Gerry 
Hirose & Brian Johnston.

Class II Whitewater (Intermediate) 
Intermediate Moving Water Tandem 
Dates: May 10/11 (2 days)

Introduction to Moving Water 
Tandem or Solo (2 days) 
Dates: May 24/25 or June 7/8 or 14/15

Manitoba Whitewater Club Shindig 
Solo-Rama & Tandem-Mania River Run  
Date: Sat. May 31

Moving Water Refresher Clinic 
Get ready for your summer canoe trip... 
Date: Sun. June 1

Moving Water Safety & Rescue Clinic 
For recreational canoeists 
Date: Sat. June 21

Whitemouth River National Canoe Day 
Learn – Participate – Fun 
Date: Sun. June 22

For more detailed information or to register, 
please email Brian at bjohnston@lssd.ca, 
or call him at 1-204-754-2651 (home) or 
1-204-482-2121 (work).

Classified Ads
For $15 you get a box of this size 
to share any text that you want. 
Email editor@naturemanitoba.ca.

http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/
http://www.naturemanitoba.ca/

